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TO THE MEMORY 


OF DANIEL MATHIAS BARE WHOSE THRIFT, 
ENERGY AND BUSINESS ACUMEN HAVE BEEN 
THE CHIEF FACTORS IN MAKING ROARING 
SPRING POSSIBLE, AND WHOSE LOFTY 
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER AND CHRIST-LIKE 
EXAMPLES HAVE BEEN MOLDING FORCES 
IN THE WRITER’S LIFE, THIS VOLUME, 
AS A TOKEN OF LOVE AND GRATITUDE, IS 
DEDICATED 


“History maketh a young man to be old without 
wrinkles or gray hairs—privileging him with the . 
experiences of age without either the infirmities or 


inconveniences thereof.” 
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APPENDIX 


Being a series of editorials written for The Cove News by the 

editor and compiler, Mr. D. M. Adams, for the purpose of pro- 

peace the Golden Anniversary of the incorporation of Roaring 
pring’ 


PREFACE 


The writer has for a number of years been a student of the history of 
Blair county, and in this the most busy period of his entire life, he has found 
pleasure in recording the story of the founding, growth and development 
of the town which is not only located in the northern gateway to the beau- 
tiful and fertile Morrisons Cove, but has the honor of being both its me- 
tropolis and chief industrial center. Were the events which transpired and 


the objectives which have been realized and achieved in Roaring Spring 
to remain unrecorded, not only Blair county, but south central Pennsyl- 
vania would be minus a volume of their most interesting and important 
history. 


Many fragmentory histories of Roaring Spring have been written and 
published in our daily and weekly papers, only to be filed away in the form 
of clippings. These, in most cases, are either destroyed or mislaid in the 
course of a few years. The need of a complete and up-to-date history of 
the town in a permanent and convenient form, and comprehending as far 
as possible the lives and activities of all of its pioneer citizens in their 
diversified states and conditions has long been recognized. This fact alone 
is the legitimate and plausible reason for this volume’s existence. 


As editor and compiler of this present history of Roaring Spring, I 
did not hope to produce a work entirely new or decidedly original, but I 
have made an earnest effort to present to the reader one that is altogether 
different. Particularly, I have kept in mind not only those who by their 
genius and business acumen contributed largely to its growth and devel- 
opment, but also those who spent their physical energy—sacrificed bone 
and sinew—in order to help establish a municipality in which their children 
could take pride, and might in future years with justice and propriety rise 
up and call them blessed. 


I have sought to honor not only the brilliant minds, but the calloused 
hands as well,—labored, if you please, to record the fruit of honest toil 
as well as to chronicle the achievements of wealth and genius. 

Like all other towns, through the woof and warp of the actual history 
of Roaring Spring, it will be found that initiative, foresight and intellectu- 
ality are closely interwoven with skill and muscular energy. Yes, brain 


and brawn met together, while acheing heads found their counterpart in 
blistered palms and tired backs. 


Without consecrated capital, Roaring Spring as it is today would not 
grace the map of Blair county. Without labor and toil, Roaring Spring 
would have died in its infancy. It is the business of the true historian to 
chronicle the efforts of both capital and labor. This the writer has en- 
deavored to do. 


In order to provide the reading public with a history of Roaring Spring 
at a minimum cost to the purchaser, much valuable material originally 
used in the publication of the historical contents of the Golden Anniversary 
edition of The Cove News has been used in this work without the least 
change or revision. This fact accounts for what may be considered a lack 
of proper literary form or method in its structure. 


Our original plans for this work called for a biographical sketch of all 
pioneer citizens of Roaring Spring. Sad to say that these plans could not 
be carried into successful execution, for two reasons: (1) the absence of 
records; (2) the unwillingness of some to provide information which they 
had at their command. Therefore, omissions are not only a disappointment 
to the reader, but also a matter of great regret to the writer. To the truth- 
fulness of the words, ‘‘History at best is a beggarly gleaner in a field where 
Death has reaped a bountiful harvest,” we stand willing to personally testify. 


DAVID M. ADAMS. 
September 30, 1937. 


FOREWORD 


0 








_ I have had the honor to be asked to write, not an introduction, but 
merely a foreword to the “SEMI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF ROARING 
SPRING,” compiled and edited by D. M. Adams, with the assistance of M. 
Guy Hartman as associate editor. 


It is a privilege that I do not fully understand given me, but as I have 
personally seen the reams, stacks and volumes of historical data, gathered 
at great personal effort by Mr. Adams; as I have known of many hours 
spent in consulting official records, hours which have meant intensive labor 
and drudgery, I am compelled to say most truthfully that I know of no 
one better qualified than the editor of the Roaring Spring Cove News, and 
his associate, to compile this most interesting book, and feel that everyone 
should possess a copy. 


The clarity and frankness, courage and fearlessness characterizing the 
writings of D. M. Adams is well known throughout the entire State, and it 
is with the positive assurance that I personally have, that this book will be 
the most successful of his many literary works, that I am very happy to 
sign myself, 

WILLIAM F. S. YATES, Mus. Doc., 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 
Sept. 30, 1937. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Ny 9 WA aS 


Those who visited Roaring Spring occurred, being fully aware that such 


during the Semi-Centennial celebra- 
tion of the fiftieth anniversary of its 
incorporation naturally wanted to 
know something about the history of 
the town; and those of us who live 
here found it necessary to know some- 
thing about it, if for no other reason, 
in order to be in a position to tell our 
guests onthe occasion of our fiftieth 
anniversary what they desired to 
know about the town of which we 
have the honor of being citizens. 

With this thought in mind the au- 
thor conceived the idea of writing the 
history of the town in which he lives 
and incorporating it in the special 
Golden Anniversary edition of The 
Cove News, of which he is the man- 
ager and editor. 

Should Give Facts 

Furthermore, in presenting a his- 
tory to the reading public he recog- 
nized the importance of being able to 
give facts and figures. To know his- 
tory is one thing. To relate a legend 
is another thing. For this reason I 
have labored diligently to verify and 
substantiate what is recorded here as 
Roaring Spring history. In other 
words, I have earnestly endeavored to 
produce a work that can be relied 
upon as being authentic. 

Accuracy Sought 

No time nor pains have been spar- 
ed in my efforts to acquire the data 
essential to recording not only the 
year but the day and month on which 
the historical events to be considered 


phrases as “it is supposed; “about 
this time;” “‘sometime during;’” “we 
are told;” “about the year,”’ and sim- 
ilar words have no legitimate place 
in the phraseology of a real historian. 
Neither have I placed too much re- 
liance on statements drawn from the 
memories of men after a long. lapse 
of time, knowing, as I do, the falla- 
bility of the human mind. Accura- 
cy, insofar as it is humanly possi- 
bie, has been the author’s aim in col- 
lating the following history, written, 
primarily, in view of the coming 
Golden Anniversary of the metropolis 
of Morrisons Cove. 
Discrepancies 

During my researches, I was im- 
pressed with the lack of corrobora- 
tion, in many instances, on the part 
ef the various authors who have fa- 
vored us with a history of Roaring 
Spring. Take for instance the ques- 
tion of the exact date of the incor- 
poration of Roaring Spring. Jesse 
C. Sell in his “History of Blair Coun- 
ty,” published during the year 1911, 
Says it was incorporated in 1880. C. 
R. Clark in his ‘“Semi-Centennial 
History of Blair County,’ published 
June 10, 1896, names 1887 as being 
the date. In one of the five large 
vclumes of the “History of Pennsyl- 
vania,” written by Dr. Frederick A. 
Gedcharles, former State Librarian, 
we are told that this incorporation 
took place Jan. 27, 1888. Mr. Bare 
in his excellent history of our town 


tells us that it was incorporated June 
27, 1888. We find no reference to 
thie incorporation in “Africa’s His- 
tory of Huntingdon and Blair Coun- 
thes” for the evident reason that at 
the time his history was written, 1888, 
no such incorporation had yet 
tnken place. Our fellowtownsman, 
Mr. C. D. Green, to whom this writ- 
er is greatly indebted for considera- 
ble valuable information of a histori- 
cal nature, tells us in his interesting 
historical sketch found in the “Offi- 
cial Program and Directory” of the 
ninth annual celebration of Roaring 
Spring Model Lodge No. 856, that an 
application for incorporation was ap- 
plied for in 1887 and granted, the 
first council being elected and organ- 
ized in March, 1888. 
Records Consuited 

When these discrepancies as to the 
date of incorporation of our borough 
assigned by different authors were 
discovered, the writer, as in all simi- 
lar cases, consulted the official rec- 
crds in order to be enabled to pre- 
sent to his readers a history of Roar- 
ing Spring with the maximum amount 
of accuracy in all cases involving 
names, places and dates. As a result 
of my investigations, I discovered 
that the correct date of the incorpora- 
tion of Roaring Spring is Oct. 3, 
1887, and that it was first known as 
Spang’s Mill. For some time after 
the close of the Civil War it was re- 
ferred to as Baretown, and_ subse- 


quently officially known as Roaring 
Spring by virtue of its incorporation 
o: October 3, 1887. 

This careful, painstaking method 
hes been pursued throvghout the 
writer’s entire efforts to write, on 
this its Semi-Centennial, a history of 
the town in which he has spent the 
prime of his life, and to the advance- 
went and progress of which he wishes 
to continue to devote his declining 
years. 
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Back of fence on corner, Daniel Price; on edge side of fence, 


From left to right standing on guard rail: James Litsinger, Jacob Shaffer. Sitting on guard rail: 


Treese; standing over spillway: Samuel Shaffer. 
Sitting with hat in hand: Fred Nipple; standing over wa!l: William Shafer and Frank Kauffman. 
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Frank Shoeman; right lower corner of fence, 


David 
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EARLY ROARING SPRING BLACKSMITHS 





BASIL DANIELS JAS. HENDERSON GORSUCH CHRISTOPHER SNYDER 





GAWL7O 


GORSUCH BLACKSMITH SHOP 





Located where L. & L. Motors building now stands 
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Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Cree (deceased) standing in the yard of their Home. 








Samuel Burns Family 
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SAMUEL WILDERSON PROPERTY 





Built 1871 
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MARTHA FURNACE 





(Martha Furnace, McKee, built 1838, enlarged 1843, rebuilt 1877) 
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EARLY HISTORY 
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A history of Roaring Spring con- 
tuining no reference to what is now 
known as Taylor Township would be, 
to say the least, very incomplete in- 
asmuch as the pioneer settlers of the 
latter figured conspicuously in the 
history of the former. 


Taylor Township includes a portion 
ert the famous and beautiful region 
known as the ‘‘Great Cove,” and is 
drained by Plum and Halter creeks 
aud the stream which, having Roar- 
ing Spring for its source, finally 
unites with Plum creek and flows 
northward through McKee’s Gap. The 
neuntains forming its western boun- 
dary are especially rich in iron ore, 
while undulating surface of the town- 
ship generally affords prosperous 
ccmmunities and fine farming lands. 
Including those who. lived in the vil- 
lages of ‘Roaring Spring, Sharpsburg, 
Rodman and Ore Hill, it had 1137 
inhabitants in. 1860, 1368 in 1870, 
ana 2011 in 1880. During the latter 
year, also, its taxable inhabitants 
numbered 457; value of all real es- 
tate, $379,830; aggregate amount of 
county tax assessed at the rate of 8 
mills on the dollar, $3,293.69. 

When the Bedford county pioneers, 
chiefly Germans, pushed out their set- 
tlements to the northward and west- 


ward during the years immediately 
succeeding the close of the French 
and Indian War of 1756-63, some of 
them located within the present lim- 
its of Taylor Township. Thus we find 
that prior to 1773, Jacob Neff, the 
Dunkard miller, who gained notoriety 
in the history of Roaring Spring; the 
brothers Martin and Jacob Houser, 
Christian Hoover, and a few others 
were already here. 


After peace and quietness had been 
restored following Indian raids, oth- 
e; families located in this part of 
the “Cove,” and before the organiza- 
tion of Huntingdon county, in 1787, 
vohn Brumbach, Daniel Elirich, Chris- 
topher Markle, Abraham Plummer, 
Jacob Plummer, Peter Hoover, who 
one hundred years ago built the old 
log house near what was once the 
Jacob Shoenfelt residence, now own- 
ec by George Myers of Tulsa, Okla., 
and occupied by his mother, Mrs. El- 
Jen Myers; and Philip and Peter Ston- 
ex, who lived at the “Mineral Spring,” 
were also counted as residents. After 
them, but before the year 1800, came 
Jacob Shoenfelt, Sr., John  Ullery, 
the miller (Neff’s successor at Roar- 
ing Spring), Edward Cowen, the 
Neters, John Lower, Adam Lower, 
Frederick Hartle, John Morgan and 


2 SEMI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF ROARING SPRING 


"'cbias Shiffler, who operated a tan- 
nery prior to the year last men- 
tioned. 

Among other early settlers were 
Frederick Entriken, Stoephel Fran- 
ciscus, Samuel Hainley, Jacob and 
Sohn Snowberger and George Shiff- 
ler, a son-in-law of Jacob Shoenfelt, 
Sr. 

Since the first settlement of the 
Great Cove, Roaring Spring and its 
immediate vicinity has been historic 
ground, and much that is interesting, 
even if some be mere tradition, is re- 
lated concerning it. It appears that 
when the Dunkards, or German Bap- 
tists, and the German Lutherans mov- 
ed out gradually to the westward and 
occupied the choicest portions of this 
part of Penn’s domains, a Dunkard 
miller named Jacob Neff was one of 
the foremost. Impressed with the 
natural beauties of the spring and its 
surroundings as well as its great ad- 
vantages for a mill site, he pre-empted 
or squatted upon the grounds now oc- 
cupied by Roaring Spring, and soon 
after built a grist mill, whose wheels 
were driven by the surplus water 
from the spring. This was the sec- 
ond grist mill, it is claimed, erected 
in the Upper Juniata Valley, and it 
stood just below the principal thor- 
oughfare of the village of Roaring 
Spring, or between that point and 
the present grist mill. 


When Neff first located here it is 
now hard to determine, but proba- 
biv not until the close of the 
French and Indian War of 1756-68, 
or some time between the latter year 
and 1770. That he had neighbors 
nearby, the Housers, Brumbaughs (or 
Brumbachs, as the name was form- 
erly spelled), Hoovers, Ullerys, Mar- 
kles, Plummers and Stoners, is quite 
certain, else of what utility would be 


his grist mill? 

A few years of quietness and thrift 
followed, only to be succeeded by the 
terrible scenes to be enacted during 
the war for American Independence 
~-a period when the frontiers of New 
York, Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia were being ravaged by the 
Tories and Indians, the time when 
British gold and trinkets were paid 
fcr the scalps of American men, wo- 
mien and children. 


During the month of November, 
"77, the Indians killed the father 
and a brother of Martin and Jacob 
Houser, and took away with them as 
prisoners Martin and one of his sis- 
ters. Jacob escaped on horseback to 
Eagerstown, Md., while the wife and 
mother of the family, who had suc- 
ceeded in secreting herself, thus es- 
caping death or capture, remained 
and took care of the cattle, etc., dur- 
ing the dreary winter which foliow- 
ed. This family then lived on the 
farm known as the David Rice place 
and now owned by Homer Guyer. 


That in November, 1777, a large 
party of Indians, armed with Brit- 
‘sh muskets, ammunition, tomahawks 
and scalping knives, came into the 
Cove with the intention of gathering. 
scalps for the officers of His Britan- 
ic Majesty, and that they were suc- 
cessful is shown in the history of 
North Woodbury township. Upon 
their return trip, two of this party 
of Indians, in a way characteristic of 
their kind, essayed to visit Mr. Neff 
at his mill. Contrary to Dunkard 
style, however, they were warmly re- 
ceived with powder and lead. For 
an account of this meeting we are in- 
debted to the pages of the “History 
of the Juniata Valley’ by W. J. 
Jones, which is in part as follows: 


“The band of Indians, after the 





Toll Gate in McKee’s Gap, at the time in charge of keeper Samuel 
Wertman. 
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Dunkard massacre, worked their way 
towards the Kittanning war _ path, 
leaving behind them some few strag- 
glers of their party, whose appetite 
for blood and treasure nad not been 
satiated. Among others, an old and 
a young Indian stopped at Neff’s mill. 
Netf was a Dunkard, but he was a 
single exception so far as resistance 
was concerned. He had constantly 
in his mill his loaded rifle, and was 
ready for any emergency. He had 
gone to his mill in the morning with- 
out any knowledge of Indians being 
in the neighborhood, and had just set 
the water wheel in motion, when he 
Ciscovered the two Indians lurking, 
within a hundred yards in a small 
wood below the mill. 


“Without taking much time to de- 
liberate, on how he would act, he 
aimed through the window, and delib- 
erately shot the old Indian. In an 
instant the young Indian came _ to- 
wards the mill, and Neff ran out the 
door and up the hill. The quick eye 
of the savage detected him, and he 
fixed, but he missed his aim. Noth- 
ing daunted by the mishap, the sav- 
age followed up the clear patch, when 
beth, as if by instinct, commenced 
to load their rifles. They stood face 
to face, not forty yards apart, on 
open ground, where no_ possible 
chance of concealment was in sight. 
The chances were equal, he that load- 
ed first would be the victor, the oth- 
er certain of death. They both ram- 
med home the bullet at the same 
time, with what haste can well be 
conjectured. 


“This was a critical juncture, for 
while loading their rifles neither took 
his eye off the other. They both 
drew their ramrods at the same in- 
stant, but due to the excitement the 
young Indian balked in drawing his 


aim, and Neff took full advantage of 
the situation and succeeded in prim- 
ing and taking aim before the In- 
dian. This latter now finding the 
muzzle of Neff’s rifle bearing upon 
him, began a cunning series of gyra- 
tions by which he intended to divert 
Neff’s aim. To this end the Indian 
first threw himself upon his face, then 
suddenly rising up again, he jumped 
from side to side then fell down 
again. Neff not the least put off his 
guard, waited until the Indian rose 
<gain, and shot him in the head. 

“Fearing that other Indians might 
bc about, Neff left the mill and head- 
ed for the nearest settlement. A 
force was raised and the mill revisit- 
ed, but it was found in a heap of 
smoldering cinders and the bodies of 
the dead Indians carried away. It 
is all together likely that the rear of 
the savage party came on the scene 
and seeing the bodies of their group, 
burned the mill and carried the bod- 
ies off with them. 


“For the part Neff took in the 
struggle he was excommunicated from 
the Dunkard society. Nevertheless, 
ke rebuilt his mill; but the Dunk- 
ards, who were his main support pre- 
viously, refused to buy from him and 
he was eventually forced to abandon 
his business.”’ 


“Another version of this encounter 
between Neff and the Indians has 
been related to us by an old resident, 
Jacob Shoenfelt, to whom it was told 
as early as 1800. Thus when Neff 
ciscovered the Indians lurking near 
his mill, true to his teachings, he 
sought to escape without bringing on 
a combat. Going below, therefore, 
he endeavored to make his way out 
of the mill unobserved by way of 
the tailrace. The keen eyes of the 
savages detected him, hence the death 


ee 
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cf one Indian and the nerve-trying 
experience with the other. Believ- 
ing that he would be pursued, as a 
means of baffling his pursuers, Neff 
waded down the stream for a consid- 
erable distance, thence making his 
way to the nearest settlement, where 
he arrived nearly exhausted, hatless, 
shoeless, and without coat or waist- 
coat. 

“Queer enough, however, no ac- 
counts have anything to say of Neff’s 
family, whether he had one at the 
mill or not; or whether he rebuilt the 
mill as stated in Mr. Jones’ history. 
It is certain, however, that he did not 
reside here in 1788, for the assess- 
ment rolls of Woodbury township for 
that year show that Jacob Neff owned 
mly unseated lands.” 

In later years this mill became the 
property of John Ullery, and for a 
number of years prior to 1800 the 
only mills in the Cove were those of 
Uliery at Roaring Spring and John 
Snyder at Pattonsville. After many 
years of operation by Ullery, the mill 
was sold to George B. Spang, and 
later the property was taken over by 
an uncle, Job Mann, Bedford. Fol- 
lowing several years’ of operation by 
Mann, the property was sold to Dan- 
iel Bare and his son, D. M., Bare, in 
1868. 

Among the early settlers of what 
is now Taylor Township were the 
Shoenfelts. Jacob, who was born 
near the banks of Antietam Creek, 
three miles from Hagerstown, Md., 
Sept. 9, 1792, came with his father 
whose name also was Jacob, to the 
locality now known as Sharpsburg in 
the year 1795, settling on the prem- 
ises formerly owned by John Brum- 
bach (Brumbaugh), it having been 
purchased by his grandfather, Henry 
flee eet for his father, Jacob the 
irst. 


Jacob the first built the stone house 
in Sharpsburg now owned by Jacob 
Kauffman, in 1802. His son Jacob 
lived to a ripe old age, retaining the 
good use of all of his faculties until 
the day of his death. 


According to Africa’s history, he, 
Jacob the second, says that when his 


father came here an old log mill stood 
where the Lower Maria Forge was af- 
terwards built and owned at an early 
day by a man named Tracy, and lat- 
er owned by one Stephens or Steph- 
enson. He also tells us that the only 
operating mills in the Cove at the 
time were those of John Snyder’s at 
Pattonsville, and John Ullery’s. at 
Roaring Spring. 

The earliest real estate transaction 
of which we have any record that ever 
took place in what is now Roaring 
Spring occurred December 22, 1766 
when Edward Sanders secured a war- 
rant for the “Mill Seat”? property. Mr. 
“anders sold this property to Daniel 
Ullery, March 16, 1780. Mr. Ullery 
bequeathed part of his purchase to 
lis son, John Ullery. The latter sold 
to George B. Spang on March 22, 
1821. In later years this property 
wae possessed by his son Job M. 
Spang and contained the Mill Seat 
tract. 


On March 20, 1863, Job Mann 
bought the Job M. Spang property at 
sheriff’s sale for $17,000. It consist- 
ed of 90 acres of land, two small log 
houses, a frame store bui!ding, an old 
existmill and a sawmill. According 
to a deed dated Sept. 1, 1863, Daniel 
Bare, Sr., bought this property for 
$17,556.87. In a very short period 
of time he erected the dwelling com- 
monly known at this time as the Bert 
LDughi property, at which time the 
history of Roaring Spring proper ac- 
tually begins. 
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CITIZENS PETITION COURT FOR 
BOROUGH CHARTER 


O 








Following is a copy of the petition for incorporation; the report 
of the Grand Jury and the decree of the court thereon; all consti- 
tuting the original charter of the borough of Roaring Spring: 


—_—_— o—_ 


October Session, 1887 


PETITION OF CITIZENS OF 
ROARING SPRING FOR 
INCORPORATION OF BOROUGH 


Now, June 22, 1887, upon the hearing of the foregoing petitior 
the Court orders the same to be laid before the Grand Jury. 
By the Court. 
(See inside for action of Grand Jury) 


Entered October 22, 1887 
Fees and Tax $5.00 
BRUMBAUGH & BALDRIDGE 


TO THE HONORABLE THE JUDGE OF THE QUARTER 
SESSIONS OF BLAIR COUNTY. 

The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the town of 
Roaring Spring in the said county of Blair respectfully represents: 
That the said town contains a collection of houses collocated after a 
regular plan in regard to streets and lanes and that the petitioners 
reside within the limits thereof as hereafter set forth and described; 
That they are desirous that said town should be incorporated by the 
style and title of the Borough of Roaring Spring according to the 
following boundaries, viz., Beginning at White Oak at corner of 
lands of Duncans and John E. Lower’s lands in Southwest corner of 
Sugar Grove thence South eighty-eight (88) degrees East one 
hundred and twenty-five (125) perches to post at lands of D. M. 
Bare and said John E. Lower thence by lands of said D. M. Bare 
North twelve (12) degrees West eighty-six (86) perches to post 
thence by said D. M. Bare’s lands North eighty-three and one-half 
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(83%) degrees East sixty-eight and eight-tenths (68.8) perches to 
post; thence by lands of said D. M. Bare North six and one-half 
(6%) degrees West, Eleven (11) perches to middle of Turnpike 
leading to Martinsburg, thence by lands of S. F. Cooper twenty-nine 
and one-half (294%) degrees West sixteen (16) perches to post; 
thence by lands of said S. F. Cooper and E. D. Kegerice’s lands 
North fifty-nine and one-half (59%) degrees West, one hundred and 
sixteen and two tenths (116.2) perches to post; thence by land of 
said E. D. Kegerice South twenty nine and one-half (2914) degrees 
East nine and one-tenth perches (9.1) to post, thence by lands of 
said E. D. Kegerice North forty-six (46) degrees West forty-five 
(45) perches to post on line of Duncan’s lands; thence by said Dun- 
can’s land South forty-two (42) degrees West thirty-six (36) perches 
to Sugar; thence by lands of said Duncans South eighty-four 
(84) degrees West nineteen and eight-tenths (19.8) perches to 
stones; thence by said Duncans lands North twenty-four (24) de- 
grees West eight and five-tenth (8.5) perches*to stone; thence by 
lands of said Duncans South twenty-three and one-half (238%) de- 
grees West seventy-six and four-tenths (76.4) perches to stone; 
thence South seventy-five (75) degrees East by lands of same, sixty- 
eight (68) perches to stone; thence by the same South fifteen (15) 
degrees West ninety-three and two-tenths (93.2) perches to the 
place of beginning, a plot or draft whereof accompanies this petition. 
We the petitioners further represent, that they are a majority of the 
free holders residing within said limits. We therefore pray the 
Court to cause this their application to be laid before the Grand Jury 
of said Blair County. A majority of the said Grand Jury after a full 
investigation shall certify to the Court that the provisions of the Act 
of Assembly in such cases made and provided have been complied 
with and that it is expedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners; 
that the court will confirm said judgment and that upon compliance 
with the several conditions required in said Acts of Assembly the 
said town of Roaring Spring may thenceforth be deemed an incor- 
porated borough by the style and title aforesaid, entitled to all rights, 
immunities and privileges provided by said Acts, and they will ever 
pray. 


H. C. LORENZ TW eat ey 

J. M. HITE E. G. BOBB 

J. W. YOUNG E. C. KORB 

A. B. GALBRAITH G. W. POINTS 
E. D. KEGARIES D, R. WIKE 

*F., M. COOPER SAMUEL KURTZ 


COW. FOX, M.D. D. M. BUTLER 
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Kk. J. AKERS ELI GARBER 

Ek. A. FEIGHT HARRY HENRY 
JOHN W. BLAKE JOHN J. GARBER 
GEORGE SAUERS JAS. W. HAYES 

*D. W. CONRAD EK. Z. KAGARISE 
U. H. NOGGLE WILLIAM BUTLER 
J. D. RIGHTNOUR ELI SMITH 

CLEM. AIKEN EDW. HAIR 

A. G. GARBER W. J. GALBRAITH 
D. K. BARLEY JOHN C. MARKER 
DANIEL HITE HOSEA H. HUDSON 
J. W. GARTLAND A. L. GARVER 
JOHN LITSINGER Ty Geo A Lh 

JACOB S. EBERSOLE *SAM’L F. COOPER 
D. S. SNOBERGER S. M. LYNN 

D. R. GILLILAND JAMES S. BOBB 

G. E. HARKER D. B. CARPENTER 
M. KAUFFMAN *J. N. SHAFER 

D. S. LONGENECKER *ALEX BOBB 

D. M. BARE WILLIAM MARKER 
A. S. STAYER A. DANIELS 

CHAS. W. ZOOK EDW’D SHIELDS 

J. A. J. WILLIAMS HENRY ECKARD 
H. SULLIVAN PETER KURTZ 
WM. (His X Mark) GATES *W. B. NOGGLE 

A. F. BOOKS 


(*These names appeared on the criginal petition but for some un- 
known reason were cancelled by strokes drawn through them—Editor) 


NOTICE OF INCORPORATION 


Notice is hereby given that at the June Term 
of the Court of Quarter Sessions of the Peace 
in and for the county of Blair, beginning on 
Monday, June 20, 1887, application will be 
made to said court for a Borough Charter for 
the town of Roaring Spring in Taylor town- 
ship, Blair county, Pa. 

D. S. LONGENECKER, 

D: M. BARE 

A. S. STAYER 

C. W. ZOOK 

J. A. J. WILLIAMS 

H. C. LORENZ 

E. D. KEGEREIS 

E. J. AKERS. 

EDWARD HAIR 


Roaring Spring, May 16, 1887. 


—————S eh senses tcnssnennenneeens 
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Blair County, s.s.: 

Personally appeared before me, Charles Geesey, Clerk of Courts, 
D. S. Brumbaugh who being duly sworn according to law doth depose 
and say that the above advertisement has been published in the 
Altoona Weekly Tribune, a newspaper of general circulation in the 
county of Blair, and state of Pennsylvania, according to the pro- 
visions and acts of assembly in such cases made and provided. 

Sworn and subscribed this D. S. BRUMBAUGH. 
20th day of June, 1887. 

CHARLES GEESEY, Prothonotary. 
Blair County, s.s.: 

Personally appeared before me D. S. Brumbaugh, who being 
duly sworn according to law doth depose and say that the names of 
the foregoing petitioners were signed within three months before the 
presentation of this petition to the court in compliance with the Act 
of Assembly in such cases made and provided. 


Sworn and subscribed this D. S. BRUMBAUGH 
22nd day of June, 1887. 


CHARLES GEESEY, Prothonotary. 





REPORT OF THE GRAND JURY 


To the Honorable the Court of Quarter Sessions of the Peace of the 
County of Blair at June Session, A. D. 1887. 
The Grand Jury of said county respectfully certify, that after 
a full investigation of the case presented by the annexed petition to 
incorporate the town of Roaring Spring; a majority of said Jury do 
find that the conditions prescribed by the Act of Assembly relating 
thereto have been complied with, and believe that it is expedient to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. 
By direction of a majority of the Grand Jury. 
JOSIAH MOORE, Foreman. 
June 22, 1887. 
June 28, 1887 the Court directs the above certificate to be 
entered of record. 
By the Court. 
TO THE HONORABLE THE JUDGES OF THE QUARTER SES- 
SIONS OF THE PEACE OF BLAIR COUNTY: 
In the matter of the application to incorporate the 
town of Roaring Spring into a borough. 





And now, October 8, 1887, the Court confirms the judgment of 
the Grand Jury and decree that the town of Roaring Spring be in- 


te. 
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corporated into a borough in conformity with the prayer of the peti- 
tioners “The Borough of Roaring Spring,” that the boundaries there- 
of shall be as follows, viz: Beginning at White oak at corner of lands 
of Duncans and John E. Lower in Southwest corner of Sugar Grove; 
thence South eigthy-eight (88) degrees East one hundred and twenty- 
five (125) perches to post; thence by lands of D. M. Bare North 
twelve (12) degrees West eighty-six (86) perches to post; thence by 
lands of said D. M. Bare North eighty-three and one half degrees 
East sixty-eight and eight tenths (68.8) perches to post; thence by 
lands of said D. M. Bare North six and one-half (6%2) degrees West 
eleven (11) perches to middle of Morrison’s Cove Turnpike road; 
thence by lands of S. F. Cooper North twenty-nine and one half 
(29%) degrees West sixteen (16) perches to post; thence by lands 
of S. F. Cooper and E. D. Kegereis North fifty-nine and one half 
(59142) degrees West one hundred and sixteen and two-tenths 
(116.2) perches to post; thence by lands of said E. D. Kegereis South 
twenty-nine and one half (29%) degrees East nine and one-tenth 
(9.1) perches to post; thence by lands of said E. D. Kegereis North 
forty-siy (46) degrees west forty-five (45) perches to post on line 
of Duncans lands; thence by said Duncans lands South forty-two 
(42) degrees West thirty-six (36) perches to Sugar; thence by lands 
of said Duncans South eighty-four (84) degrees West nineteen and 
eight-tenths (19.8) perches to stone; thence by said Duneans land 
North twenty-four (24) degrees West eight and five-tenths (8.5) 
perches to stones; thence by lands of said Duncans South twenty- 
three and one-half (2314) degrees West seventy-six and four-tenths 
(76.4) perches to stone; thence South seventy-five (75) degrees 
East by lands of said Duncans sixty-eight (68) perches to stone; 
thence by the same South fifteen (15) degrees West ninety-three 
and two-tenths (93.2) perches to the place of beginning, and that 
the annual borough election shall be held at the public school house 
in said borough on the Third Tuesday of February in accordance 
with, and subject to all the provisions of the laws regulating township 
and borough elections, and declare said borough a separate election 
and school district. The Court further decree and fix the first 
election in said borough for the election of the officers provided for 
by law at the public school house in said borough on the Third Tues- 
day of February, 1888 between the hours of 7 o’clock a. m. and 7 
o’clock p. m. of said day, and designates Charles W. Zook to give duc 
notice of said election and the manner thereof, and the Court further 
decree that E. D. Kegereis be the Judge and John J. Garber and 
D. S. Longenecker be the inspectors of said election, they to perform 
their duty as other township and borough Judges and Inspectors. 


BY THE COURT. 
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State of Pennsylvania, 
County of Blair, s.s.: 

RECORDED in the office for the Recording of Deeds, &c., &c., 
in and for said County on the 22nd day of October A. D. 1887 in 
Charter Book, Vol. ‘A’? Page 158 ete. 

WITNESS My hand and seal of said office, the day and year 


aforesaid. cae 
(SEAL) CHAS. R. DOWNING, Recorder. 
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View of McKee Gap Looking North 
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Railroad Arch North of Roaring Spring 


CAOL’O CAWL’O 





| 
; Copyrighted 1937 Elmer L. Burket 


The ofttimes snowbound “172,” a locomotive used for years during 
the early history of Morrisons Cove branch of P. R. R. This is the 
engine on which David Arthurs met his death in the fog near Loop 


station. Reading from left to right: Edward Snyder, hostler; Carlos, 
brakeman; Daniel Hoover, baggagemaster; Calvin Rickle, fireman; 
James Davis, conductor, and David Arthurs, engineer. 





Store, postoffice and warehouse at Henrietta, built in 1872. This 
building was totally destroyed by fire, March 19, 1931 
rr UA de a gy a ee te 
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D. D. MORRELL 
Postmaster and ticket agent at 
Henrietta, southern terminal of 
Morrison’s Cove branch of P. R. 
R. from January 1, 1872 to Jan. 
1, 1898. 





J. ELVIN HAGEY 
who succeeded D. D. Morrell at 
Henrietta in 1898 as postmaster 
and ticket agent. 


aa 





> 
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MORRISONS COVE BRANCH OF THE 


PENNSYLVANIA 





On December 10, 1854, the moun- 
tain division of the Pennsylvania 
reilroad was completed between 
Johnstown and Altoona, and on that 
date the company operated the first 
through service without change of 
cars between Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh. However, this company by 
using temporarily the Portage rail- 
road, was able to open its all-rail line 
between these cities two years ear- 
jier, in 1852. For an account of the 
iegal and preliminary steps taken to- 
ward the construction of this road, 
the reader is referred to “A History 
of Blair County,” edited by Tarring 
S. Davis, and published by the Na- 
tional Historical Association, Inc. 

The following branches with the 
dates when they were built later 
formed part of the Middle division: 
Hollidaysburg branch, Sept. 17, 1850; 
Newry branch, Nov. 2, 1868; Morri- 
sons Cove, completed to McKee, May 
1. 1871, to Henrietta, Dec. 25, 1871; 
Martinsburg branch, known as the 
“Y,” 1871; Williamsburg branch, to 
Williamsburg, Oct. 13, 1873, to Mt. 
Etna, 1893; to Petersburg, 1900; 
Bioomfield branch, 1873; Springfield 
branch, 1874; Clover Creek branch, 
1897. 

The utility of most of these branch 
reads depended largely on the pro- 
duction of the various iron works lo- 
cated in the section of the country 


RAILROAD 





which they traversed. Therefore a 
brief reference to these works at this 
time will not be considered out of 
place. 

In 1716 the first iron works in 
Pennsylvania were erected near Phil- 
adelphia, by Thomas Rutter, an Eng- 
lish Quaker. In 1750-56 a Swede 
by the name of Acrelius visited in this 
country and wrote a book on his re- 
turn to his home in Sweden in which 
he describes the early industry of 
iron manufacturing in Pennsylvania. 
hi rapid succession forges and fur- 
maces were erected within the bor- 
ders of the state. The earliest furn- 
ace within the present limits of Blair 
county to be put in operation was 
built in Catherine township and was 
known as Mt. Etna Furnace. This 
furnace was put in operation one 
year after Messrs. Canan, Stewart 
and Moore purchased the land in 
1808. Dr. Peter Shoenberger built 
Rebecca Furnace in 1817, Upper Ma- 
ria Forge in 1828, Middle Maria 
Forge in 1830, Lower Maria Forge 
in 1832, Martha Furnace (McKee) in 
1838, Sarah Furnace near Claysburg, 
Martha Furnace, afterwards called 
Gap Furnace and Forge, at McKee, 


ir 1843. The first Rodman furnace 
was built in 1862, the second in 
1871. 


As a result of the erection of the 
furnaces and forges last named and 


Re ene 
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the consequent mining of ore in the 
vicinity of Ore Hill and Henrietta, 
railroad transportation was given se- 
rious consideration, which finally con- 
sumated in the building of the branch 
named in the caption of this article, 
cn the date stated. The completion of 
this branch from the Gap to Martins- 
burg was duly and fittingly celebrat- 
ev, May 6, 1872, by an excursion on 
the part of citizens from Martinsburg, 
Hollidaysburg and a few invited 
guests from Altoona. 


At 8 o’clock a. m. a train of ten 
ears left Martinsburg and arrived at 
Hollidaysburg one hour later, well 
filled with jubilant excursionists. The 
aay was bright and cheerful; every- 
thing, seemingly, conspired to make 
the occasion grand and glorious and 
one long to be remembered. After 
remaining at Hollidaysburg for a 
short time the train proceeded to Al- 
toona, returning to the former place 
at 11 o’clock. At 11:30 it pulled 
away from the depot at Hollidays- 
burg headed for Martinsburg on the 
return trip where they were met by 
scores of enthusiastic citizens. Head- 
ed by the Social band from Hollidays- 
burg, the crowd formed into a pro- 
cession and marched to the public 
Square, where speeches were made by 
Prof. Lucian Cort of the Martinsburg 
Seminary, A. S. Landis, Hon. §S. 
Calvin of Hollidaysburg, and S. B. 
Lysinger, esq., who was master of 
ceremonies. The speakers lauded 
Messrs. Thomas and Philip Collins, 
well known contractors, and Colonel 
John A. Lemon, builders of the road, 
ard chief engineer James McCrea of 
Philadelphia. 


At 3:40 p. m. the train returned to 
Hollidaysburg and a little later to Al- 
toona, having made to the people of 
Martinsburg and vicinity one of the 


most distinguished and historic trips 
ever made by any train in the history 
of railroad transportation in Morri- 
sons Cove. 


In a large measure the success of 
the celebration was credited to com- 
mitteemen Major Theopholis Snyder, 
Colonel J. C. Everhart, Jacob’ S. 
Nicodemus, A. J. Anderson, Dr. 


-Bloom, H. S. Crawford, Frederick 


Hile and Professor Cort. 


This road was extended, as. al- 
ready stated, to Henrietta on De- 
cember 25, 1872. 


The citizens of Henrietta celebrat- 
ed by having a grand ball in the new 
store buitding as soon as it was un- 
der roof and the floors laid. The first 
passenger train that ever arrived in 
Henrietta carried guests to and dec- 
crations for this ball. James Stew- 
art was the engineer and William 
Dent the conductor. 

William Giltron was the first tele- 
graph operator at Henrietta, and 
James Reed the first track foreman. 
The heavy sawed timber with which 
the trestle work near the town was 
constructed was procured at what is 
known as Jack’s Corner. This trestle 
was filled up during the years 1881- 
&2. The work was in charge of Mr. 
George Beegle and Frank Garber. 
The latter was a brother to John 
Garber, for many years foreman at 
the Roaring Spring paper mill. 

With the exception of the one be- 
longing to the Cambria works at Hol- 
lidaysburg, short, one-truck dumps 
formed the trains which hauled the 
ore to Hollidaysburg and Johnstown. 
The one belonging to the Hollidays- 
burg plant was constructed with two 
trucks. 

On account of the heavy grade it 
was necessary to double trip from 
the ore works to a point on the road 


we. 
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known as Matthew’s Summit, hauling 
from 20 to 80 dumps (or cars as 
they called them, at that time) ona 
trip. A through train from the Sum- 
mit comprised the cars represented 
in the two trips from the large ore 
washer located on the north bank of 
what is now called the Ore Hole. 


On November 22, 1871, Daniel 
Dighton Morrell moved to Henrietta 
from Hudson, O., and was made post- 


master at the former place in Janu- 
ary, 1872. At the same time he was 
employed as ticket agent by the rail- 
road company. Both these positions 
he held continuously until he moved 
to Hollidaysburg in 1898, at which 
time he was succeeded by J. Elvin 
Hagey, who for nine years was gen- 
eral manager of the Penn Iron Min- 
ing Company, being general manager 
ct their stores for four years and of 
their mines and works for five years. 
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ROARING SPRING WEEKLIES 


Bes er va a 


A history of Roaring Spring news- 
papers would be incomplete without 
an account of the experiences and 


activities of Mr. Amos Claar as an 
editor and publisher. No person fig- 
ured more prominently nor labored 
more faithfully as a pioneer in the 
publication business in Roaring 
Spring than did Mr. Claar. To him 
must be credited the creation of an 
interest in a weekly paper in the cap- 
ital of Morrisons Cove. The first 
person to succeed to any great ex- 
tent in inspiring the people of Roar- 
ing Spring with the idea of support- 
ing a local paper as a civic organ and 
an instrument of social, commercial, 
educational and religious progress 
was Amos Claar. It was he who 
fought the battles, blazed the way, 
removed the chief obstacies peculiar 
to the successful introduction of a 
Jocal paper into a community inhab- 
ited by a people entertaining honest 
doubts as to the feasibility of suc- 
cessfully conducting a weekly paper 
in a field already occupied. 


It is true that he had a predeces- 
sor as a publisher in Roaring Spring. 
But it should be remembered that 
the enterprise conducted here by his 
predecessor died in its infancy. This 
tended to render Mr. Claar’s task 
ail the more difficult, as it is a fact 
known to all successful newspaper 
men that the greatest obstacle to suc- 
cess is the reaction of a predecessor’s 


failure on the advertiser and reading 
public. 
As an editor and publisher, Mr. 


Ciaar’s career began when quite a 
young man, on Columbus Day, 1894. 
Cn that day at Queen, Bedford coun- 
ty, he launched the first issue of a 
small unpretentious weekly entitled 
“The Mountain Echo.” This publi- 
cation was well received, enjoying 
from the start a healthy growth both 
io popularity and circulation. To 
care for the increasing business it 
was enlarged within the year. 


In the fall of 1896 Mr. Claar mov- 
el the Mountain Echo to Osterburg 
where it was more centrally located. 
The increase in circulation by this 
time necessitated the installation of 
larger and more modern equipment. 
This was done immediately. 


In 1898, Mr. Claar sold the Echo 
to George Oster, of Osterburg, and 
moved to Windber, Somerset county, 
where he established the first print- 
ing plant operated in that new but 
promising and progressive town, and 
was the founder of its first newspa- 
per, “The Windber Era,’ in the 
summer of 1899. This venture also 
proved a success; and after erecting 
a new building which has since been 
its home, Mr. Claar, after consider- 
able solicitation, sold it in 1900 to 
the Windber Publishing Company, of 
which he later became manager, a 
position he held for several years. 


® 
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In 1906, Mr. Claar came to Roar- 
ing Spring and bought the plant of 
the suspended Roaring Spring Re- 
view, the first regular paper publish- 
ed in Roaring Spring. The Review 
was founded by Charles M. Berk- 
heimer of Bedford county, on No- 
vember 11, 1904, and was printed in 
the Roaring Spring Bank building, 
but the venture was short lived. To 
the newly acquired plant Mr. Claar 
added equipment and issued a week- 
ly paper known as_ the 
News,” and which was favorably re- 
ceived. 


On December 1, 1907, Mr. Claar 
printed and bound a book written by 
the author of this sketch, entitled, 
“Sabbatarianism Weighed and Found 
Wanting.” It was during this year 
that the plant was moved to the D. S. 
Brumbaugh building on East Main 
street, purchased by Mr. Claar and 
where he continued the publication 
till June 1, 1913, when he sold the 
plant to D. M. Bare, who leased it to 
Isaac Mock. 


Mr. Mock was the publisher of the 
paper until July 1, 1914, when R. D. 
and Harold Lorenz, brothers, assum- 
ed the duties of publisher, the latter 
being fatally injured in an automo- 
bile wreck the following year. The 
former continued to ‘issue the paper, 
changing the name to “Roaring 
Spring News,” until the year 1920, 
when it was suspended for several 
years. 

C. E. Bollinger of Bedford, again 
published it from June 1, 1924 until 


“Weekly — 


June 15, 1925, when he purchased the 
equipment from Mr. Bare and moved 
it to Hollidaysburg, thus leaving 
Rearing Spring without newspaper 
facilities. 


On March 21, 1931, Jesse H. Claar, 
of Bedford, district manager for the 
United Telephone Company, bought 
the printing plants owned by Frank 
Snyder and Elmer L. Burket, and 
nierging them, organized the News 
Printing Company, of which he was 
made president and his brother, Amos 
Claar, secretary. The company was 
incorporated under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
June 9, 1931. 


This company published an “eight 
page, five column broadcast sheet 
known as “Good News,” which was 
inspired by the Business and Profes- 
sional Men’s Association of the bor- 
ough. This paper was edited by 
Amos Claar, who had associated with 
kim J. Russell Barley, present man- 
ager of the production department of: 
The Cove News. 


On September 1, 1932, Samuel 
Levy, of Bedford, assumed manage- 
ment of the business for a period of 
four months after which he was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Barley. 


Mr. Claar continued to edit the 
Cove News until succeeded by the 
writer August 18, 1933, immediately 
after which time the latter enlarged 
the paper and greatly increased the 
number of its pages at no additional 
cost. to the subscriber. —D. M. A. 
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EVOLUTION OF THE COVE NEWS 


By M. Guy Hartman 


The weekly newspaper had its in- 


ception about 232 years ago, in the 
city of Boston, when the Boston 
News-Letter made its initial appear- 
ance, and continued to do so for more 
than 72 years before finally being dis- 
continued. That early paper had few 
subscribers, little if any prestige, yet 
it was the beginning of America’s 
weekly newspapers. From this mea- 
gre beginning, the weekly newspa- 
pers have grown to number 7,075, 
with a weekly circulation of more 
than 18 million copies, a power to 
reckon with in this nation. 


The town of Roaring Spring has 
been the home of divers newspapers, 
published under various names, since 
the year 1907. THE COVE NEWS, 
however, was established in 1931, 
and during the fall of that year, and 
throughout the year 1932, it remain- 
ed practically at a standstill, with no 
achievements or improvements to any 
great extent being made. However, 
at the close of the year 1933 with the 
present manager and editor assuming 
charge, THE COVE NEWS entered 
into a new era, and its accomplish- 
ments are certainly worthy of men- 
tion. 


At the beginning of the year 1934, 
with the first volume issue, the size 
of the paper was changed. Up to 
that time the NEWS had been an 
eight page tabloid newspaper, with 


five columns only. The size of the 


paper, beginning with the first issue 


of Volume 2, No. 1, was enlarged to 
a six column sheet, and four pages 
added, making the COVE NEWS a 
standard twelve page, six column pa- 
per. This in itself was a marked im- 
provement. 

Not satisfied with this improvement, 
the NEWS added many additional 
features—features written by the 
foremost columnists of the day—fea- 
tures found for the most part only in 


the larger daily newspapers; and 
very seldom, indeed, in a weekly 
newspaper. Included in these new 


features were a column written by 
Will Rogers, now deceased, America’s 
highest paid newspaper writer; Up- 
to-Date News, written by Arthur 
brisbane, one of the world’s leading 
journalists; The News Review, by E. 
W. Pickard; the Washington News 
Digest, written by William Bruck- 
man, and a column by Ed. Howe, 
whose writings are universally read. 
Not satisfied with this improvement, 
the NEWS added a comic section; a 
serial story by a popular author; a 
section showing the latest styles for 
the ladies, and a pattern section. So 
much for news of the world at large. 


Believing that local news, and fea- 
tures by local writers, should com- 
prise a large part of any rural week- 
ly, the NEWS brought regularly to 
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its readers the writings of more than 
thirty rural correspondents, repre- 
senting almost every section of Blair 
and Bedford counties; it brought the 
COVE NEWS calendar, a_ weekly 
tabulation of local and _ national 
events; the Sunday School lesson by 
P. B. Fitzwater, and all special news 
of the rural church, school and fra- 
ternal organizations of the Cove. 


Last but not least the NEWS in- 
corporated among its features, a 
magazine page, interesting, timely 
articles written by able local contrib- 
utors and the splendid editorial col- 
umns written by an editor with de- 
cided convictions and the courage to 
express them, a man who believes in 
the community in which he lives, and 
who has in his editorials straightfor- 
wardly favored the farmer without 
evasion, and with the determination 
to see justice done the man of the 
soil. 

THE NEWS continues to maintain 
the above features with others being 
added. However, some of the first 
writers have been succeeded by oth- 
ers whose able contributions are be- 
ing eagerly read by thousands of 
readers throughout Blair and Bed- 
ford counties. 


Realizing not only the importance 
but the wisdom and justice in permit- 
ting its readers to express through 
its columns their views relative to 
current issues, the NEWS early in 
its history established an open forum 
for that purpose. This feature has 
teen highly appreciated and exten- 
sively used by many readers. Other 
county weeklies later adopted this 
feature. 

With the policy which has been out- 
lined in the preceding paragraphs, a 
policy designed to give its readers the 
very best it is possible to give, and 


at a cost within the reach of every- 
body, there is little wonder that THE 
COVE NEWS has prospered, pros- 


pered in more ways than one. First, 
in securing new subscribers. 
With the’ realization that the 


NEWS was devoting its time and in- 
fluence to the best interests of the 
people of the Cove, without regard 
us to whether or not it derived a 
profit from it, the response from the 
people, with practically no solicita- 
tion, was immediate, and the subscrip- 
tion list began to grow, so that at the 
present time the paid circulation of, 
THE COVE NEWS will compare fa- 
vorably with any weekly newspaper 
ir this section of the state, and ex- 
ceeds that of most of them. 


~ Realizing that advertisers (if they 
are to spend the money which they 
have set aside for advertising judi- 
ciously) should know exactly the 
number of subscribers receiving 
their ads, the management of THE 
COVE NEWS decided to publish on 
regular intervals a map showing its 
circulation area, and a sworn state- 
mert showing its exact circulation, 
This is an important feature, espe- 
cially to the advertiser, and is a fea- 
ture carried by no other weekly news- 
paper in the state, at least not to our 
knowledge. And it is rather strange, 
indeed, that while some other week. 
lies have adopted some of the fea- 
tures first introduced by THE COVE 
NEWS, none of them have, as yet, 
adopted this particular feature. 


Secondly: The NEWS has prospered 
financially and that during the worst 
depression in our national history. 
‘Lhe job work department worked full 
time throughout the entire period. 
The NEWS also improved with the 
realization of its value as an adver- 
tismg medium. Labor conditions in 
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the plant were improved, wages of all 
employes with the exception of one, 
were raised, and an eight hour day es- 
teblished, with pay for all overtime. 
The amount of the indebtedness, in- 
curred in the earlier years of the 
paper, was reduced, new equipment 
was bought and paid for, all of which 
required a considerable outlay. In 
addition to this amount, all current 
bills were paid as they came due, 
stock was kept up-to-date, and all 
incidental expenses were met and 
taken care of. 

Thirdly: and most important, is the 
spirit of good will which has come to 
exist between the many people of this 
community and THE COVE NEWS, 
and it is they whom the NEWS will 
‘serve to the very best of, and to the 
limits of, its ability. 


OF ROARING SPRING 


The story of success encompassed 
in the preceding paragraphs is due 
in a large measure to the man who 
has for the past three years been its 
editor and manager, Mr. D. M. Ad- 
ams. It has been only through his 
inspiring leadership, his dignity and 
personality, as well as his complete 
understanding of human nature, that 
THE COVE NEWS has enjoyed this 
success. 

Mr. Adams affiliated with THE 
COVE NEWS in February, 1933, as 
a contributor. His work was so out- 
standing that on August 18, 1933, 
he became editor. On October 13, 
1933, he became managing editor, 
and on November 24, 1933, he be- 
came the editor and general manager, 
in which capacity he is serving at the 
present time. 
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its readers the writings of more than 
thirty rural correspondents, repre- 
senting almost every section of Blair 
and Bedford counties; it brought the 
COVE NEWS calendar, a_ weekly 
tabulation of local and _ national 
events; the Sunday School lesson by 
PF. B. Fitzwater, and all special news 
of the rural church, school and fra- 
ternal organizations of the Cove. 


Last but not least the NEWS in- 
corporated among its features, a 
magazine page, interesting, timely 
articles written by able local contrib- 
utors and the splendid editorial col- 
umns written by an editor with de- 
cided convictions and the courage to 
express them, a man who believes in 
the community in which he lives, and 
who has in his editorials straightfor- 
wardly favored the farmer without 
evasion, and with the determination 
to see justice done the man of the 
soil. 

THE NEWS continues to maintain 
the above features with others being 
added. However, some of the first 
writers have been succeeded by oth- 
ers whose able contributions are be- 
ing eagerly read by thousands of 
readers throughout Blair and Bed- 
ferd counties. 

Realizing not only the importance 
tut the wisdom and justice in permit- 
ting its readers to express through 
its columns their views relative to 
current issues, the NEWS early in 
its history established an open forum 
for that purpose. This feature has 
keen highly appreciated and exten- 
sively used by many readers. Other 
county weeklies later adopted _ this 
feature. 

With the policy which has been out- 
lined in the preceding paragraphs, a 
policy designed to give its readers the 
very best it is possible to give, and 


at a cost within the reach of every- 
body, there is little wonder that THE 
COVE NEWS has prospered, pros- 


pered in more ways than one. First, 
in securing new subscribers. 
With the realization that the 


NEWS was devoting its time and in- 
fluence to the best interests of the 
people of the Cove, without regard 
as to whether or not it derived a 
profit from it, the response from the 
people, with practically no _ solicita- 
tion, was immediate, and the subscrip- 
tion list began to grow, so that at the 
present time the paid circulation of, 
THE COVE NEWS will compare fa- 
vorably with any weekly newspaper 
ir this section of the state, and ex- 
ceeds that of most of them. 


Realizing that advertisers (if they 
are to spend the money which they 
have set aside for advertising judi- 
ciously) should know exactly the 
number of subscribers receiving 
their ads, the management of THE 
COVE NEWS decided to publish on 
regular intervals a map showing its 
circulation area, and a sworn state- 
ment showing its exact circulation, 
This is an important feature, espe- 
cially to the advertiser, and is a fea- 
ture carried by no other weekly news- 
paper in the state, at least not to our 
knowledge. And it is rather strange, 
indeed, that while some other week- 
lies have adopted some of the fea- 
tures first introduced by THE COVE 
NEWS, none of them have, as yet, 
adopted this particular feature. 


Secondly: The NEWS has prospered 
financially and that during the worst 
depression in our national history. 
‘the job work department worked full 
time throughout the entire period. 
The NEWS also improved with the 
realization of its value as an adver- 
tising medium. Labor conditions in 
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the plant were improved, wages of all 
employes with the exception of one, 
were raised, and an eight hour day es- 
tablished, with pay for all overtime. 
The amount of the indebtedness, in- 
curred in the earlier years of the 
paper, was reduced, new equipment 
was bought and paid for, all of which 
required a considerable outlay. In 
addition to this amount, all current 
bills were paid as they came due, 
stock was kept up-to-date, and all 
incidental expenses were met and 
taken care of. 

Thirdly: and most important, is the 
spirit of good will which has come to 
exist between the many people of this 
community and THE COVE NEWS, 
and it is they whom the NEWS will 
serve to the very best of, and to the 
limits of, its ability. 


The story of success encompassed 
in the preceding paragraphs is due 
i: a large measure to the man who 
has for the past three years been its 
editor and manager, Mr. D. M. Ad- 
ams. It has been only through his 
inspiring leadership, his dignity and 
personality, as well as his complete 
understanding of human nature, that 
THE COVE NEWS has enjoyed this 
success. 

Mr. Adams affiliated with THE 
COVE NEWS in February, 1933, as 
a contributor. His work was so out- 
standing that on August 18, 1933, 
he became editor. On October 13, 
1933, he became managing editor, 
and on November 24, 1933, he be- 
came the editor and general manager, 
in which capacity he is serving at the 
present time. 
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As early as 1854 Roaring Spring 


was known as Spangs Mill Postoffice. 
It remained a part of Taylor town- 
ship until Oct. 3, 1887, when it was 
incorporated into a borough, of which 
the late E. G. Bobb was made the 
first burgess. 


The development of this borough 
was due largely to Daniel Bare and 
his son D. M. Bare, who purchased 
the land on which the town now 
stands from Job Mann, of Bedford, 
in 1868. They at once saw the pos- 
sibilities of future development of 
industries because of the available 
water power furnished from what is 
tcday universally considered one of 
the wonders of Pennsylvania, the 
large spring of clear, sparkling water 
from which the town derived its 
name. 


This spring gushes forth from a 
shght elevation of limestone forma- 
tion to the tune of 8,000,000 gallons 
at a temperature of 50 degrees Fah- 
renheit, every 24 hours, regardless of 
the daily, monthly or yearly amount 
of rainfall. The phrase “high and low 
water mark” is by no means applic- 
able to this remarkable spring. Neith- 
er was it ever known to emit cloudy, 
rauch less muddy, water. A clear, 
sparkling unvarying stream of cool 
water is the only description of this 
“Pennsylvania wonder” warranted by 
past and present facts. 


It is said that a number of years 
ago in an attempt to reach water by 
means of a well on what is known as 
the Lyman Hayes farm, located sev- 
eral miles south of town, the well- 
diggers discovered a stream of run- 
ning water of immense proportions. 
As this story goes several sacks of 
chaff were thrown in this well. This 
chaff is said to have appeared in due 
time in‘the water flowing from the 
spring now under _ consideration. 
Fresent day aged residents testify 
that they heard many references 
made to this incident in the early 
days of their respective lives. While 
the truth of this incident is not ques- 
tioned, there is, however, nothing on 
record to substantiate it. 


On page 222 of Africa’s History 
oi Blair and Huntingdon counties, un- 
der the historical sketch of Roaring 
Spring, Mr. Africa states that the 
town was named after the big spring 
located in the early settlement, be- 
cause of the peculiar roaring sound 
produced by the waters as they burst 
from the hillside. 


Mr. Africa says: “The spring sends 
forth large volumes of the most clear, 
pure, cool limestone water, and its 
surroundings, shaded with a luxuri- 
ent forest growth are very enchant- 
ing. At its head is a basin or minia- 
ture reservoir, well filled with those 
famed speckled beauties, brook or 
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mountain trout, while but a short dis- 
stance below stands extensive grist 
and paper mills, whose wheels’ are 
merrily turned every working day in 
tre year by the surplus flow of this 
truly grand and wonderful natural 
fountain. 

“Many years ago the water made 
its appearance some distance farther 
up the hillside, and it then leaped 
and flowed rapidly over its rocky bed, 
4 sonorous sound was produced, a 
sound which could be easily heard 
more than a mile away in the _ still- 
ness of those pioneer days. Hence 
the name of Roaring Spring from 
time immemorial; but when the arti- 
ficial improvements were made, the 
gurgling roaring sound from which 
tlie spring derived its name, was lost 
“nd many persons claim that the flow 
or water was decreased by the chang- 
ing of the water fountain, so that 
now naught is heard at tne fountain 
head but the squeak of a rickety old 
waterwheel, which never ceases, un- 
less icebound, in its work of forcing 
the water up to the Spang. residence. 
Nevertheless, the name of the spring 
is retained, and still further perpetu- 
atec in the enterprising, modern-built 
town so rapidly growing around it.” 


The reader will note that Mr. Af- 
rica refers to a change in place on 
the hill from which this spring 
emerges. It is an established fact 
that this change took place as the re- 
sult of Mr. Spang’s efforts to change 
the course of its waters. 

Henry Eckard, a lifelong resident 
of the town, informs the writer that 
he and Jacob Bowser built the breast 
of the present dam during the month 
of August, 1876. In noting the over- 
flow at the breast of this dam, one 
saould remember that only a portion 
of the amount of water zushing forth 


from the spring is seen. Fully 50 
per cent of this water is conveyed 
from the spring to the several local 
industrial plants by means of three 
large pipes. Water from this spring 
is also conveyed to the homes of Mrs. 
a. L. Garver and Mr. Harry Zart- 
man by the installation of an auto- 
matic electric pump. 


The fountain located on Spang 
street near, the breast of the dam 
was erected and equipped by the lo- 
cai Rotary Club. On this structure 
will be found a table containing the 
following: 

ROARING SPRING 
* FOUNTAIN 
FRESENTED TO THE BOROUGH 
OF ROARING SPRING 
BY 
THE ROARING SPRING 
ROTARY CLUB 
1931 


The concrete work on the breast 
of the dam was done by Franklin 
Eckard, while that at the head of 
the dam was done by Chester An- 
thony of Altoona. 


While this spring was in the pos- 
session of the Spangs, a dancing 
floor was located adjacent to it. Im- 
mediately upon Mr. Bare, Sr., acquir- 
ing ownership, this public nuisance 
was unceremoniously removed, the 
place renovated and later beautified 
and thrown open to the public as a 
place of rest and healthful recrea- 
tion, without any restrictions as to 
the hours one was privileged to enter, © 
or required to leave, the premises. 
In later years, however, it was found 
necessary to close the gates at night 
due to the fact that certain unappre- 
ciative persons persisted in  disre- 


garding the well established rules of 


order and common decency. 
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OLD POSTOFFICE 





(Now Attorney Lorenz’s Office) 


Left to right: Squire H. C. Lorenz and postmaster Thomas Rep- 
logle. Charlie Bruner, tailor, is looking out of the window. 
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TRANSFERS MAIL 





Jesse Gorsuch and the horse and wagon with which he for many 
years hauled the mail between the postoffice and railroad station. 
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THE POSTOFFICE 


Mail service was established in 
Roaring Spring in the year 1854 with 
the introduction of the first postof- 
fice. It was known as “Spang’s Mill 
Postoffice,” after the name of the 
town at that time. Burgess Willett was 
the first postmaster. He served until 
August, 1854, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Nelson Farquahr, and he 
in turn by Jacob L. Martin. In 1856 
Robert Todd was made postmaster, 
and he was succeeded in 1862 by J. 
M. Spang. Mr. Spang continued in 
cffice until 1864, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Alex Gwin, who served un- 
til February 26, 1868, when the of- 
fice was placed in charge of D. M. 
Bare. It was during the admin- 
istration of Mr. Bare that the name 
of the office was changed from 
Spangs Mill to Roaring Spring, the 
change being made on December 8, 
1868. Therefore, Mr. Bare was the 
last postmaster at Spangs Mill and 
the first at Roaring Spring. 


Other postmasters were: C. W. 
Zook, 1888-1885; Edward Hair, 1885- 
1889; Wilson Hair, 1889-1894; T. Z. 
Replogle, 1894-1899; C. W. Zook, 
1899-1914; R. E. Burket, 1914-1923; 
i... Gy Carper, 1923-1934; P. A. Mar- 
tin, 1985.until present time. 

From its establishment to April 25, 
1901, the office was fourth ciass 
put on that date the sales having 
reached the required volume it was 
transferred into the third class. In 


O 


1920 it was the largest third class of- 
fice in the county. Charles W. Zook 
was postmaster when the office chang- 
ed from fourth to third class. Prior 
to this time, however, several import- 
ant progressive steps were made, a 
few of which are worthy of mention. 


The first of these occurred on July 


21, 1884, when the Domestic Money 
Order System was established. C. W. 
Zook, successor to D. M. Bare, was 
the postmaster, and the first postof- 
fice money order was issued to Ru- 
dolph S. Hoover, a resident of Roar- 
ing Spring. The money order “No. 
1,” was for the amount of $12.68, 
and was sent to a firm in Jamestown, 
South Dakota. Only two orders were 
issued the first day, Clement Aiken 
being the other person to use this 
method of sending money. Two or- 
cers were issued on the 22nd, two on 
the 26th, three on the 28th, and one 
cn the 29th. Sixteen money orders 
were issued in August, the second 
month of the new = service. This 
amount of orders for the entire month 
at that early date, is just about one- 
fifth the number issued in one day 
at the present time. Many names 


‘which will perhaps be familiar to at 


least some of the present residents, 
appear on the postmaster’s official 
records as kept by Mr. Zook, back 
in the year 1884. A few of them are 
listed below: Samuel S. Hamilton, 
Rev. William L. Wright, J. M. Hite, 
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Samuel B. Replogle, E. G. Bobb, 
Alex Bobb, Edward Hair, John A. 
McKnight, Dr. A. S. Stayer, David 
W. Martin, Clara Bare, D. S. Brum- 
baugh and many others. 


At the same time the domestic 
money order system was established 
at the local office, the postmaster was 
also authorized to pay all orders pre- 
sented to him for payment, provided, 
the necessary references were sub- 
mitted. While the money order sery- 
ice was established on July 21, 1884, 
no order was presented for payment 
until August 7, when Watthem Gill 
presented an order for payment 
in the amount of $9.42. The second 
order was presented for payment on 
September 4 by B. F. Hoover. From 
July 21, 1884 to January ly i Sep; 
cnly eight money orders were present- 
ed for payment, whereas at the pres- 
ent time this number of orders are 
paid within a few hours time. On 
this old record are found such names 
as Henry Liebegott, S. F. Gates, H. 
C. Lorenz, E. A. Feight, J. M. Hite, 
J. S. Snyder, William Van Allman, 
Erastus King and others. 


The year 1901 proved to be an im- 
rortant one for the local postoffice. 
Ir. April of that year it was changed 
from a fourth class office to a third 
ciass office. Then on June 1, the rur- 
al free delivery was established. The 
route was 25 miles long, and served 
about one hundred families. The 
first rural carrier appointed was Sam- 


uel Massic, who served for about 


seven years, after which he resigned 
and William Stephens was appointed. 
Hc continues in this capacity at the 
present time, and further information 
concerning both Mr. Stephens and 
the route which he serves wil] appear 
later in this article. 


The year 1901 also marked the es- 


Ree SSS 


tablishment of a government Postal 
Savings Bank at the local office, the 
bank being established and ready for 
business on December 1. Deposits 
were at first slow, but in 1916 the 
total deposits amounted to $26,643. 
While this amount has _ decreased 
somewhat at the present time because 
of bond issues and other government 
investment issues, the balance | still 
contains a substantial amount of de- 
posits. It may be interesting to the 
patrons of the office to know that dur- 
ing the World War, records at the 
office show the people of Roaring 
Spring ably supported their govern- 
ment through the ‘purchase of Lib- 
erty Bonds and thrift stamp issues. 
During the year 1918 the sales of 
War savings and thrift stamps at the 
lncal office totaled $120,000, and the 
following year, 1919, the total sales 
were more than $70,000. In 1920 the 
amount sold _ totaled approximately 
$35,000, making a total of $230,000 
subscribed by the people of Roaring 
Spring and nearby vicinity in the 
time of the World War. This is a 
record of which they may well be 
proud. 


In the year 1917, June 1, ‘the vals 
lage delivery service was established. 
kk. E. Burket was postmaster at the 
time, and he made application for the 
service in 1916. It was approved, 
but it was necessary to have the 
streets named and marked, the hous- 
es numbered and mail boxes placed 
for the convenience of the carriers. 
Two carriers were appointed to care 
for the patrons of the office, Samuel 
Kagarise and Frank Snyder. The 
first, Mr. Kagarise, retire on May 
31, 19384 from the service, but Mr. 
Snyder was succeeded later by Clay 
Price. 


On July 1, 1917, a daily star route 


ve 
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service between Hollidaysburg and 
Roaring Spring was inaugurated, 
giving the town a 7 a. m. mail, the 
first early mail service the town has 
ever had, and also an additional eve- 
ning mail leaving at 5:45 p. m. daily 
except Sunday. On June 1, 1917, a 
double daily star route service was 
established between this office and 
New Enterprise. At the same time 
the Roaring Spring  postoffice was 
made the central distributing office 
for the southern end of the Cove. 

The present postoffice force in- 
cludes Paul A. Martin, postmaster, 
Gerald Butler and Babe Price, assist- 
ants; Eugene Garber, Clay Price and 
Dean Stewart, with John A. Griffith 
substitute, carriers. 


For nearly 50 years the postoffice 


has been located on East Main street 
in the Zook building, but on May 21, 
1235, it was moved to its present lo- 


cation on Spang street, near the fa- 
mous spring from which the town 
derives its name. New equipment 
was added, including all the latest fa- 
cilities available to expert handling 
oi the mail. The postoffice is now 
a second class office, being elevated 
from third to second class during the 
term of E. G. Carper, the change be- 
coming effective July 1, 1926. A 
large volume of mail is handled daily, 
all mails being received or dispatch- 
ec via motor bus. Train service has 
been discontinued entirely. 
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THE PAPER MILL 


——o 


As stated in a former chapter, the 
industrial history of Roaring Spring 
had its inception in the year 1863, 
when on September 1, Daniel Bare, 
Sr., purchased the “Mill Site” con- 
sisting of 90 acres of land, two small 
log houses, a frame house and store 
building, an old grist mill and a saw- 
mill. The one small log house stood 
where the building recently purchas- 
ed by Dr. R. A. Lambert now stands. 
Another small building was located 
where what is now known as the Wil- 
derson property is located. This build- 
ing was owned by a Mr. Farquar and 
at one time contained a store in 
charge of John Lower, father of Eli 
Lower. This was the first store lo- 
cated in what is now Roaring Spring. 


The second log house stood where 
the property now owned by Charles 
Carper now stands. The store building 
was located on the ground now erac- 
ed by the I. O. O. F. Hall. The house 
which stood where the home now oc- 
cupied by Charles Carper is now lo- 
cated was the home of Daniel Gar- 
ver. an early ancestor of the vari- 
ous Garber families living in this 
town today, many of the members of 
which rank among Roaring Spring’s 
most highly esteemed and respected 
citizens. It was also used in early 
years as a toll gate house. 

The proprietors of the village store 
anc grist mill at once saw that it was 
a very desirable location for a town 


and began working with that end in 
view. The store was filled with mer- 
chandise by the firm of D. M. Bare 
and company and in December, 1863, 
tre brick dwelling known as the Bert 
Dughi property was completed and 
occupied by D. M. Bare, Jan. 5, 1864. 


During 1865 the first town plot of 
50 lots was laid out by D. M. Bare 
and company. At this time the fol- 
lowing families composed the popula- 
tion of the town: John A. J. Wil- 
liams, D. M. Bare, John Eby, B. J. 
Daniels, Daniel Garber, Sr., George 
Himes, Abraham Shiffler, Frederick 
Glass, John B. Sullivan, James Spang 
and Job M. Spang. 

The town with its never ending or 
diminishing supply of fresh water, 
and other natural advantages, was a 
very desirable location for an ever in- 
creasing population, which from the 
time Mr. Bare bought the property 
from George Mann grew by the hun- 
dredge each year. 


The paper mill, which was erected 
Curing 1865, is the plant to which 
the town owes its present prosperity. 
The promoters of the mill were John 
Eby, D. M. Bare, John Morrison and 
Isaac Bowers. The plant consisted of 
a small frame building which housed 
a 62-inch cylinder machine, with 
which one-half ton of rag paper could 
be produced in 24 hours. In October, 
1866, this plant was destroyed by fire. 
This loss did not discoureyge the pro- 





Second paper mill. The first one which was built in 1855-66 was destroyed by fire in October of the latter year. 
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Group of workmen returnin 
1890. Front row, left to 
Amos McKee, John Butler, 
James Hayes, Peter Kurtz. 
Col. P. McKee, Jacob Shaffer Royer 
Aaron Albright, Enoc Snyder, 

Price, Hugh Riley, 


g to the paper mill for the 
Milton Shaffer, 
Adam Erb, George Eckard, 
left to right: Willaim Butler, 
J. Myers, Gideon Hartman, 
Wesley Price, Scott 
William Bowers. 
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Albert Bowers, 
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moters who immediately began the 
erection of a new, larger and more 
up-to-date plant, which was completed 
anc operations started March 1, 
1867. 

No sooner was the decision made 
to rebuild and the work started than 
a serious loss came to this firm in the 
ueath of John Eby, its general man- 
ager. But in the face of these un- 
favorable circumstances, the work of 
rebuilding was completed and the mill 
started on the above date with John 
Morrison as general manager. This 
mill was run with one small 62-inch 
cevlinder machine from the start un- 
tii 1878, when a second one, some- 
what larger, was installed. There is 
no record to show what the daily pro- 
duction of the mill was prior to 1873. 
That year the record shows a daily 
average of 1860 pounds, the selling 
price being 10 cents per pound. In 
1881, with two machines in opera- 
tion, the production increased to 12,- 
300 pounds, while the price dropped 
to five and three-fourth cents per 
pound. 

We pause here to refer to the ex- 
plosion of one of the cooking boilers 
that took place in July, 1875, and 
which partially destroyed the building 
and injured 10 men. 

A second explosion, that of one of 
tie steam boilers, occurred Dec. 12, 
1880, causing the death of David Mc- 
Gee and a property loss of $5,600. In 
the year 1912 this mill also suffered 
heavy damages by flood. 

In 1892 a third machine was _in- 
stalled and in 1898 the mill was re- 
modeled. In the year 1904 the steam 
plant was rebuilt and the McDonald 
bleach plant installed; since which 
time this company has manufactured 
its own bleach. By the year 1905 
daily production had reached 51,000 


pounds, the price being at that time 
$3.27 per hundred pounds. The pres- 
ent production of this miil is 40 tons 
per day. 

After the death of John Eby, his 
interest in the mill was purchased by 
“ohn Morrison and Jacob Eby and 
the firm name changed to Morrison, 
Bare & Company. This firm contin- 
ued with John Morrison as manager 
till 1875, and in that year the firm 
established a paper warehouse in 
Pittsburgh with Mr. Morrison in 
charge, for the sale of their papers 
anc also for the sale of other papers. 
In the year 1875 Isaac Bowers met 
his death on a railroad near Gales- 
burg, Ill., and his interest in the mill 
was sold to the surviving partners. 

In 1876 Joseph K. Cass bought a 
one-fourth interest in the property 
and the firm name changed to Morri- 
son, Bare & Cass. Mr. Cass took 
charge of the business of the Pitts- 
burgh house and Mr. Morrison again 
became the manager at the mill. In 
1880 Morrison, Bare & Cass built the 
Tyrone mill and Mr. Morrison became 
tne manager of it. 

On the first of January, 1886, the 
frm of Morrison, Bare & Cass was 
dissolved and the property divided. 
Morrison and Cass took the Tyrone 
mill and the Pittsburgh warehouse, 
anc D. M. Bare and Jacob Eby be- 
came the owners of the Roaring 
Spring mill, and two years later the. 
old frame building was taken down 
and the present main buildings erect- 
€G.” 

The mill was again entirely remod- 
eled in the year 1898 and rebuilt in 
1924. In the year 1886 David R. 
Wike was admitted as a member of 
the firm of D. M. Bare & Company, 
and became the master mechanic, 
which position he held until his death. 
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In the year 1887 Jacob Eby died and 
his interest in the property was pur- 
chased by the surviving partners.’’ 

From a small mill, erected in 1866, 
making paper from straw, with an 
output of a few hundred pounds of 
a low grade product, the business has 
steadily progressed until the present 
output of plant has reached a maxi- 
mum of 40 tons every 24 hours, in- 
cluding all varieties of book, writing, 
mimegraph, label and boxed papers, 
and specializing the past few years in 
bond papers in white and seven tints 
in all weights. 

The firm employs almost 250 per- 
sons in its mill and has good business 
connections in all the larger centers, 
insuring a patronage that keeps the 
mill in operation nearly full time de- 
spite prevailing business conditions. 
Many cords of wood are consumed 
daily, and for the better grades of 
paper, a high grade sulphite pulp is 
importéd. Thus from a mill making’ 
wrapping manila, and news paper 
from straw and rag stock, the Bare 
mill has grown and kept pace with 
the progress of the times, adding 
equipment and speeding efficiency un- 
til in 70 years it stands in the front 
rank of the paper industry. 

As already stated, the first manag- 
er of the Roaring Spring Paper Mill 
was John Eby. Mr. Eby was suc- 
ceeded by the following men in the 
order given: John Morrison, D. M. 
Bare, E. G. Bobb and L. F. Garber, 
its present manager. 

The following named persons were 
superintendents: John Lang, Freder- 


ick Kauffman, John Scott, E. C. 
Dixon, S. R. Wagg, George Erhart, 
Eli Garber, Charles Mickle, Joseph 
Spencer, Charles Logan, David Gates, 
and A. M. Wilson, who is serving in 
that capacity at the present time. 


For 40 years the business of the 
mil: had been conducted as a partner- 
ship business with from three to four 
partners as owners, but in 1907 the 
business was incorporated and has 
since been run as a corporation un- 
der the corporate laws vf the state. 
The present officers are: President, 
I. EK. Garver; vice president, R. B. 
Garver; secretary, Clarence Hair; 
treasurer, Lewis F. Garber. 

The heads of the different depart- 
ments at present are as follows: L. 
F’. Garver, general manager; Clar- 
ence Hair, manager of sales depart- 
ment; A. M. Wilson, general: superin- 
tendent; David Gates, superintendent 
of machine room; Lawrence Caroth- 
ers, superintendent of beater room; 
James Garber, superintendent of pulp 
mill and lime plant; Tom Vaugh, su- 
serintendent of bleach plant; Archi- 
bald Thompson, superintendent of 
finishing department; Warren Mc- 
Clure, superintendent of power plant; 
Samuel Blattenberger, superintendent 
of machine and blacksmith shop; Hen- 
ry Rhines, outside superintendent; 
Ross Croyle, electrician; A. L. Shaw, 
head carpenter; Melvin C. Garber, 
purchasing agent; Carl Martin, head 
bookkeeper; Richard Riley, cost ac- 
countant; Mrs. Mildred Lynn, Mrs. 
Marion Smallwood and Miss Phyllis 
Bassler, stenographers. 


GLO 


Blank Book Factory as 





it appears today 


GAYLO 








GIL’ 


BLANK BOOK FACTORY EMPLOYES, 1887 





Reading from left to right—Bottom row: Milton Hayes, Ed Butler, 
Samuel Lynn, Michael Korb, Andrew Kurtz, Lafayette Sell, George 
W. Cross, (Gen. Manager), Dr. A. L. Garver, Matthew Sell, John 
Heuston, Mayberry Sell, Frank Lorenz, Jeremiah Benn. 
Second row: Kate Stroup, Rintha Shaffer, Susie Walters, Clara 
Valance, Mary Gilliland, Maggie Henry, Hattie Young, Harry Treese. 
Third row: Anna Shaeffer, Hulda Pollard, Anna Daugherty, Annie 
Garber, Kate Dick, Anna Zook, Anna McKee, Elizabeth Long, Anna 
Gilliland, Rebecca Thomas, Alice Aikens. 
Fourth row: Harry Dorn (doorway) J. W. Smith, Annie Wike, Crissie 
Snowberger, Kitty Young, Laura Long, Jennie Benn, Martha Wike, 
Effie Price, Anna Shaffer, Maria Garber, Samuel Loose, Wm. Butler. 
Top row: Maggie Roush, Melvina Ebersole, Clara Hazenstab, Eliza- 
beth Lynn, Maggie Thomas, Jennie Hayes, Clara Nofsker, Elizabeth 
Kurtz, Rachel Nofsker, Anna Biddle, Kate Dunn, Sadie Ebersole. 
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BLANK BOOK FACTORY, 1904 








1. Henry Eckhard (Foreman); 2. George Myers; 3. Boyd Eckhard; 
4. Dietz Myers; 5. Foreman of gang from Philadelphia; 6. Edward 
Rightnour; 7. Adam Leidy; Balance laborers, Six Philadelphians. 
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THE BLANK BOOK FACTORY 


The Roaring Spring Blank Book 
factory, started in 1886, was promot- 
ed by D. M. Bare, who formed the ac- 


0 


cuaintance of George W. Cross, New’ 


York, who prior to their meeting had 
been in charge of a large blank book 
concern in his own state. Immediate- 
ly plans for the forming of a com- 
rany were completed with the part- 
nership consisting of the following 
men: D. M. Bare, E. G. Bobb, H. C. 
Lorenz, D. R. Wike, George W. Cross 
and Dr. A. L. Garver. Mr Bare fur- 
nished the entire capital amounting to 
$25,000 He was elected president, 
while H. C. Lorenz became general 


munager, and George W. Cross gen-. 


eral superintendent. 

The first plant was a one-story 
frame structure of 100 by 100 feet in 
size, and by the middle of 1887 goods 
were being turned out and shipped 
ond the new venture promised to be 
successful. But very early in the 
morning of Sept. 9, 1887, residents 
were awakened by the alarm of fire. 
The J. W. Blake wagon shop, which 
was erected near the blank book fac- 
tory, was in flames and the entire 
plant of the town’s new industry was 
endangered. In a very short time 
the plant was enveloped in flames. 
The following morning when em- 
pleyes came to continue their duties, 
they found the plant a heap of smoul- 
dering ashes and ruined machinery. 

As the little industry was a new 


venture for the promoters, they met 
with reverses by fire before they had 
a chance to realize if their venture 
was a profitable one or not. In a 
very short time, instead of the little 
wooden building, the promoters of the 
blank book industry erected a fine 
brick structure, much larger than the 
first, and again the future prosperity 
of the town seemed assured. 

With undaunted courage it was re- 
built in 1888 and again in operation 
by the beginning of 1889. Mr. Lor- 
enz resigned from the company in 
1889, and Mr. Cross in 1891, leaving 
their interests to be absorbed by the 
other members of the firm with A. L. 
Garver assuming the management. 

The growth of the plant from this 
time on was rapid, and the installa- 
tion of up-to-date machinery, inven- 
tion of new machines and processes 
never before used in the manufacture 
of blank books, made possible the 
production of goods which found a 
ready market. During 1895 an addi- 
tional three-story brick building, 100 
by 50 feet was erected to accommo- 
date the growing business. It was 
soon necessary to enlarge again. In 
1900 a handsome three-story struc- 
ture of native blue limestone, 60 by 
187 feet was built. In 1905 another 
three-story brick building, 57 by 100 
feet was completed. In 1914, a five- 
story brick warehouse, 40 by 170 
feet, was erected. The entire plant 
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now occupies over three acres of floor 
space and is the fourth largest estab- 
lishment of its kind in the world. 
Goods manufactured include ledg- 
ers, daybooks of all sizes and bind- 


ings for use in general accounting, 
counter books, pass books, memoran- 
cums, school composition books and 
tablets. The greater portion of the 
paper used in the manufacture of 
the product is purchased from D. M. 
Bare Paper Company, made at their 
mill in Roaring Spring, and amounts 
to more than one-third of their pro- 
duction. The company employs a 
corps of salesmen who cover every 
part of the United States, Canada, 
Cuba, Porto Rico, and also repre- 


sented in South America, the Philip- 
pines, Hawaii and London. 

Dr. A. L. Garver remained as gen- 
erat manager of the plant until his 
death March 2, 1920. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Ivan Garver, who 
very successfully managea the plant 
for a number of years, resigning 
December 31, 1928, at which time a 
brother, Russell B. Garver, assumed 
charge. 


The present officers of the company 
are: Ivan E. Garver, president; J. W. 
Smith, vice-president and superintend- 
ent; Russell B. Garver, secretary, 
treasurer and general manager. The 
above officers with Mrs. Clara S. Bobb 
and Mrs. Anna B. Eldon constitute 
the Board of Directors. 








Built 1904 


The Planing Mill as it 





Looks Today 
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THE PLANING MILL 





During the year 1887 the Roaring 
Spring Planing Mill was erected and 
the town better equipped to supply 
the needs of those who’ wished to 
‘uild homes, of whom there were 
many. 

The owners, D. M. Bare and Com- 
pany; Akers, Galbraith and Company 
and John N. Shaffer, each owning 
cene-fourth, and David S. Brumbaugh, 
Eisq., Dr. A. S. Stayer and Edward 
Hair, the remainder, with John N. 
Shaffer serving as superintendent. 

Among the first buildings it erected 
in the town was the Park hotel, which 
was built in 1888, and is used to- 
day and known as Nason hospital. At 
the time of erection it was built for 
use as a small summer hotel. This 
firm continued in business until 1897, 
and had done quite a lot of building 
in the town and elsewhere, but it had 
not been a paying institution. Dur- 
ing the same year it was put up at 
public sale and was purchased by D. 
M. Bare and company, the members 
of the firm being D. M. Bare and D. 
R. Wike. During 1898, they sold a 
one-third interest to William A. 
Feight, who became manager, and 
continued in business until 1906. Dur- 
ing 1901 Lewis F. Garber was ad- 
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mitted as a partner, and D. R. Wike 
retired. On the retirement of Mr. 
Feight, Dr. A. L. Garver bought his 
interest and became owner of one- 
third. 

A fire, the origin of which has nev- 
er been known, entirely destroyed 
this mill Sept. 21, 1903. With their 
characteristic fortitude and courage, 
the owners proceeded to rebuild at 
once, with the result that Roaring 
Spring has one of the few modern 
planing mills in southern Blair coun- 
ty. 

On the retirement of Mr. Feight, 
April 14, 1906, John A. Shultz be- 
came superintendent of the mill and 
Erastus Garber was placed in charge 
of the office. 

The Planing Mill Company has 
built nearly all the buildings in Roar- 
ing Spring and many outside of the 
town. The company also has a coal 
yard connected with the mill, sup- 
plying a large number of residents 
with coal. The coal yard was in ex- 
istence many years prior to the erec-’ 
tion of the planing mill. 

John A. Shultz left the employ of 
the company as superintendent Dec. 
31, 1918, and Erastus Garber was 
named as his successor. 
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NEWS PRINTING COMPANY 





No industry in Roaring Spring, dur- 
ing the early stages of its develop- 
ment, has had a more unique or in- 
teresting history than the News Print- 
ing Company. Born during the crisis 
of the worst panic known in our na- 
tional history, there were difficulties 
to overcome and obstacles to sur- 
mount, peculiar to the deplorable eco- 
nomic condition of our country, un- 
known to those not engaged in com- 
mercial enterprises. There were 
sacrifices made and hardships endur- 
ed by the management that only the 
archives of eternity will reveal. 
Springing up in a field already occu- 
pied, and called upon to meet the 
keen competition of a like enterprise 
with an established trade and an ex- 
perience of fifty years in the art of 
printing, the problems and difficul- 
ties which naturally presented them- 
selves to those responsible for the 
Success of the venture must be evij- 
dent to all who have given the matter 
any thought. 

To Jesse H. Claar, who in the days 
of his boyhood delighted to work with 
type and press, and to his brother 
Amos Claar, former publisher of the 
“Mountain Echo,” “Windber Era,” 
and “Roaring Spring News,” must be 
credited the inception of the News 
Printing Company. Realizing the 
benefit of a weekly paper to a com- 
munity, Jesse in his characteristic 
manner of promoting useful and hon- 
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orable projects, early in the year 
1931 conceived the idea of forming a 
stock company for the purpose of pub- 
lishing such a paper and doing com- 
mercial printing. His ambitions were, 
in a measure, realized when on April 
1, 1931, what was later known as The 
News Printing Company of Roaring 
Spring, Inc., opened its doors for 
business with Amos Claar as manager. 

Continuing his efforts, Mr. Jesse 
Claar succeeded in forming a stock 
company, which was capitalized at 
$6,250.00, and the shareholders of 
which held their first meeting June. 
23, 1931. . 

From the start it was the purpose 
of Mr. Claar, the founder of the com- 
pany, to form a corporation. Pre- 
paratory to this the plants of Frank 
Snyder and Elmer Burket respective- 
ly were purchased and the following © 
subscribers to the capital stock se- 
cured: 

J. H. Claar, Amos Claar, G. M. 
Werner, Frank B. Snyder, Mabel E. 
Claar, Fannie M. Werner, Elmer L. 
Burket and B. F. Hoover. 

June 9, 1931, a certificate of in- 
corporation was granted by the state 
and approved by Hon. Gifford Pin- 
chot, Governor of the Commonwealth. 

At the first meeting following the 
incorporation, and held June 23, 
1931, by the stockholders, By-Laws 
regulating and governing the com- 
pany in the selection of its officers as 
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well as in the transaction of its busi- 
ness, were formulated and approved. 
At this meeting the following direc- 
tors, constituting the first board, 
were elected: 


Jesse H. Claar, Amos Claar, G. M. 
Werner, Fannie M. Werner and Mrs. 
Mabel Claar. Immediately following 
their election they held their first di- 
rector’s meeting and elected the fol- 
lowing officers: 


President, Jesse H. Claar; secre- 
tary, Amos Claar; treasurer, G. M. 
Werner. 


On April 20, 1931, Mr. J. R. Barley, 
present production manager, entered 
the employ of the company as a print- 
er and linotype operator, and Miss 
Pearl Adams was a little later added 
to the force as chief clerk. 

September 5, 1932, Samuel Levy, 
of Bedford, succeeded Amos Claar as 
general manager, and he on Septem- 
ber 20, published the first issue of 
“The Cove News.” In less than five 
months later, on January 21, 1933, 
Mr. J. R. Barley was appointed by the 
board of directors to succeed Mr. 
Levy and given full charge of all de- 
partments of the entire plant. Dur- 
ing the time he was manager Miss 
Marjorie Ketring was secured as 
clerk to fill the vacancy created by 
the resignation of Miss Pearl Adams. 

During the early part of February, 
1933, David M. Adams, present editor 
of The Cove News, wrote an article 
for publication which he submitted to 
a neighboring weekly paper. Two 
days later a representative of the 
said paper called on Mr. Adams and 
made the following statement in his 
home: “The article is one of excep- 
tional merit, and well written, but it 
is contrary to the policy of our paper 
to publish articles written by local 
writers.” As a result, Mr. Adams 


submitted the article to The Cove 
News, and it was given space in the 
very next issue. This incident is re- 
sponsible for Mr. Adams’ present con- 
nection with the News Printing Com- 
pany of Roaring Spring. 

As a result of his ability as an edi- 
torial writer, he was made associate, 
editor. of The Cove News just five 
months later, July 14, 1959079 and 
editor in chief and general manager 
the same year on the 17th day of No- 
vember. 


While Mr. Adams had considerable 
experience as a journalist, he was an 
entire stranger to the publishing busi- 
ness. But with a determination to 
succeed, he reorganized the force by 
appointing Miss Pearl Adams, who 
due to her former connections with 
the company was familiar with the 
work, to succeed Marjorie Ketring as 
clerk. Mr. J. R. Barley, who is an ex- 
pert printer and linotype operator, 
was made production manager, a posi- 
tion he occupies at the present time. 
Mr. Amos Claar was given charge of 
the advertising, while Kenneth Gates 
retained his position as printer and 
pressman. 


With this setup Mr. Adams, by 
close application and long hours of 
mental and physical labor, in a few 
short months lifted the company out 
of the “red’’ and began to reduce the 
deficit, out of appreciation of which 
the president, Mr. J. H. Claar, pre- 
sented him with a block of his stock 
on the latter’s birthday, June 22, 
1934, as a present. 

During the month of February, 
1935, Mr. M. Guy Hartman, of Mar- 
tinsburg, bought Mr. J. H. Claar’s 
interests in the company. At the next 
stockholder’s meeting, Feb. 25, 1935, 
J. H. Claar, Mabel E. Claar and J. 
M. Werner resigned, and M. Guy 
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Hartman, D. M. Adams and Elmer L. 
Burket were elected as their succes- 
sors. At a director’s meeting which 
was held on the same date the follow- 
ing officers were elected: 


President, M. Guy Hartman; vice- 
president, D. M. Adams; secretary- 
treasurer, D. M. Adams; clerk, Miss 
Pearl Adams. These officers, with 
the exception of the one last named, 
form the present staff. 

On July 24, 1935, Miss Pearl 
Adams, clerk and assistant to the 
general manager, died in the Nason 
hospital and Miss Ruby Myers, pres- 


ent bookkeeper, was secured by Mr. 
Adams to fill the vacancy caused by 
her death. 


The following constitute the pres- 
ent board of directors: 

M. Guy Hartman, D. M. Adams, 
Amos Claar, I. E. Garver and Elmer 
L. Burket. 

As production manager and shop 
foreman, Mr. Barley has under his 
supervision the following employees: 

E. C. Kyper, linotype operator, 
Victor O. Gates, Robert T. Hecker 
and Frank Evangelisto, printers, and 
Harry Grimes, apprentice. 
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THE ICE PLANT 
__——J0———. 


Among the more recent industries 
established in Roaring Spring is that 
of the Roaring Spring Ice Plant, 
which was erected in the year 1908 
by William Barnett and William 
Hoover. This plant had a daily ca- 
‘pacity of 8,000 pounds, and was op- 
erated by the above named gentle- 
men until 1911, at which time it prov- 
ed to be too small for the increased 
demand for ice. At this time the pro- 
genitors of this plant recognized the 
possibilities of marketing a consider- 
able amount of ice cream in the bor- 
ough. They also considered the ad- 
visability of constructing a creamery. 
As a result of these considerations 
an ice plant with a daily capacity of 
30,000 pounds was_ provided for, 
while at the same time an ice cream 
plant capable of manufacturing 500 
gallons daily and a creamery were 
also erected. 

In the year 1914 William Barnett 


bought Mr. Hoover’s interests in the 
plant and Mr. Hoover retired. The 
business was continued by Mr. Bar. 


nett until 1915, when the property 
was sold at assignee’s sale, and D. 
M. Bare was the purchaser. Later 
Dr. A. L. Garver, Lewis Garber and 
the Roaring Spring Bank became 
joint owners with Mr. Bare, at which 
time the property was leased to Wil- 
liam Barnett, the former owner. In 
the spring of 1921 the plant was sold 
to Mr. Mack Smith, who owned and 
operated it until March 1, 1924, at 
which time it was purchased by Clar- 
ance Saylor, present owner and op- 
erator. 


Mr. Saylor provides ice for the en- 
tire Roaring Spring demand, making 
prompt deliveries each day. The sur- 
plus of the plant is sold and delivered 
to surrounding towns and communi- 
ties. 


a 
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THE FOUNDRY 


Immediately after the close of the 
Civil War, in the year 1865, Colonel 
Alexander Bobb, the father of E. G. 
Bobb, an outstanding citizen of Roar- 
ing Spring, returned to his home at 
Hopewell and entered into partner- 
ship with C. W. Ashcome in the 
foundry business, continuing for 
one year, after which, in the year 
1866, he bought a half interest 
in the foundry at Martinsburg. Three 
years later he sold out and built the 
foundry at Roaring Spring, it being 
completed in the year 1869. This 


foundry was reduced to ashes in 1871 
and rebuilt in 1875. 

Mr. Bobb conducted a successful 
business for a number of years, finaly 
retiring in 1898 in favor of his son 
James, who operated it until the year 
1905, after which he sold out to Mr. 
John I. Brown. In the year 1918 Mr. 
Brown sold the property to Lee Keith, 
who in the year 1922 sold it to Elmer 
Keith. The latter converted it into 
a garage. At the present time it is 
owned by his son Harry, dealer in 
Hudson and Terraplane cars. 





BUILT 
R. S. FOUNDRY 





COL. ALEXANDER BOBB 


PIONEER FOUNDRYMAN 





JAMES BOBB 
Son of Col. Alexander Bobb 











Scene of the Old Foundry (Now Keith’s Garage) 





McGEE’S DAIRY 





Built 1934 
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McGEE DAIRY 
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The P. S. McGee dairy, one of the 
outstanding distributors of milk and 
dairy products throughout Blair and 
Northern Bedford counties, has en- 


joyed a phenomena! growth during 
the years since its organization, and 
is today one of Roaring Spring’s most 
substantial industries, providing em- 
ployment for approximately 15 per- 
sons. Aggressive management and 
high class products have been largely 
responsible for the unusual success 
of the dairy, and the management has 
wuxpressed appreciation to the public 
throughout the county for the splen- 
did support and patronage extended. 
The dairy has at all times endeavored 


to offer the finest products possible, | 


and encouraged by the public recep- 
liun continues to improve it when 
possible. 


The new home of the dairy is one 
of the finest buildings ever construct- 
ed for commercial purposes in Roar- 
ing Spring. The new building, a 
dream of the owner for years, is lo- 
cated prominently on the corner of 
fuast Main and Cherry street at 701-3 
Kast Main street. The plant is 40 by 
60 feet in dimensions and is of fire- 
proof construction throughout. .The 
structural part is entirely of steel and 
concrete and the interior walls and 
partitions, dividing the building into 
eight separate rooms, are a beautiful 
cream tile, which is augmented by a 


fine tile floor. The exterior is encas- 
ed in a highly finished white glazed 


brick, and the structure is a distinct 
asset to the section of town in which 
it is located. 


The milk plant is equipped with 
the latest in modern processing, man- 
ufacturing and refrigerating equip- 
ment, and is of such capacity that 
several thousand gallons of milk can 
be handled daily. Two new, expen- 
Sive pieces of equipment have been 
added recently, both materially re- 
ducing the working hours of the plant 
force. The new Nu-Line bottle filler 
fills 40 quarts a minute, while the 
large churn has a capacity of 200 
pounds of butter in one churning. 


The business has expanded rapidly 
during the past few years and at pres- 
ent the plant manufactures about ev- 
erything in the dairy line, including 
orangeade,  stillicious, chocolishus, 
butter and buttermilk, in addition to 
processing the various grades of milk 
and cream. 


The raw milk purchased and col-: 
lected by the dairy comes from 25 of 
the largest and finest dairy farms in 
Morrisons Cove. These farms are un- 
der strict supervision and inspection 
and all herds are tuberculin tested in 
addition to being examined regularly 
by a certified veterinarian. All per- 
sons handling milk in the dairy must 
be inoculated against typhoid fever 
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and furnish health certificates. Ev- 
ery precaution is taken to insure the 
public a clean, pure, rich bottle of 
the best milk obtainable. 

The P. S. McGee dairy was estab- 
lished in 1917 by the present owner 
and manager, who constructed the 
first milk pasteurizing plant in the 
county, south of Altoona. Some 
idea of the progress made by the 
dairy can be gleaned from the fact 


that Mr. McGee started with 20 gal- 
lons per day, delivered by horse and 
wagon, and has grown to the point 
where nine trucks are required in the 
distribution of his fine dairy products. 
These trucks, manned by skilled 
salesmen, cover Altoona, Hollidays- 
burg and all points south in Blair 
county, as well as the northern end 
of Bedford county. 
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MASOOD’S KUSTARD PLANT 


(0) 





Among the more recent industries 
in Roaring Spring is the delicious 
Kustard plant established by James 
(Jameel) Masood on the corner of 


Main and Girard streets. The pro- 
ducts of this plant from the day it 
was established met with popular de- 





mand, and at no time in the history 
of Roaring Spring was there more ice 
cream consumed than there is today. 

Mr. Masood’s plant is equipped with 
the most modern machinery for the 
manufacture of this product to be 
found on the market today, and has 
a daily capacity of 500 gallons. 








38 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF ROARING SPRING 





TELEPHONE SERVICE 


Under date of July 24, 1880, the 


Morrison, Bare & Cass Paper Com- 
pany signed an agreement obligating 
themselves to pay the Altoona Tele- 
phone Company $100.00 toward con- 
structing a telephone line to Roar- 
ing Spring, further agreeing to pay 
$4.00 a month for the use of a tel- 


ephone as soon as the same be _ in- 
stalled. 
This transaction was the begin- 


ning of the history of telephone ser- 
vice in Roaring Spring. The Altoo- 
na company was under the manage- 
ment of R. M. Bailey and J. Chester 
Wilson, with offices at 1818 Eleventh 
avenue. 


In the course of several years the 
above telephone system was taken 
over by the Bell Telephone Company. 
The second company to extend tele- 
phone lines to Roaring Spring was 
promoted and financed by the well 
known attorney, A. V. Dively in the 
year 1895. After having operated 
this system for a period of time, Mr. 
Dively sold it to the United Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company. The 
latter company connected their sys- 
tem with that of the Morrisons Cove 
Telephone Company at _ Roaring 
Spring, thus giving the town’ two 
competing telephone’ systems, until 
December 21, 1924, when the Bell 
company absorbed the telephone in- 
terests in Roaring Spring. 


In 1904 Morrisons Cove Telephone 
Company extended its lines to Roar- 
ing Spring. The officers of this com- 
pany at the time being were J. Lee 


O 


Furry, president and J. M. Woodcock 
as secretary and treasurer, with its 
main offices at Waterside. In the 
year 1920 there were at the Roaring 
Spring exchange 110 subscribers. 

December 1, 1929, the Morrisons 
Cove Telephone Company sold their 
interests to the United Telephone 
and Electric Company of Pennsyl- 
vania with exchange offices in Roar- 
ing Spring, Martinsburg, Williams- 
burg, Loysburg and Marklesburg, but 
operated under the same name until 
July 1, 1936 when they merged with 
the United Telephone Co. of Penn- 
sylvania. 

At the present time there are 1,022 
subscribers in Morrisons Cove. Of 
this number 364 are served from the 
Roaring Spring exchange, 346 from 
the Martinsburg exchange, 204 from 
the Williamsburg exchange and 108 
from the Loysburg exchange. This 
company maintains an up-to-date ex- 
ecutive office at Roaring Spring, 
which with the exchange is conven- 
iently located on Main street, and 
was occupied in 1933. . 

The present officers of the com- 
pany are as follows: President and 
general manager, G. F. Herbert; sec- 
retary, Henry W. Rascher; treasurer, 
Herman L. Baer, and general com- 
mercial manager, L. R. Thurston. . _ 

Mr. Jesse H. Claar, who resides in 
Bedford, ably serves as district man- 
ager for the company, while Howard 
H. Clark, who resides here, is local 
manager, and as a result of their of- 
ficial activities Roaring Spring en- 
joys ideal telephone service. 





Dr. A. S. Stayer Property, now Owned by United Telephone Co. 
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DISTRICT MANAGER 





HOWARD H. CLARK 
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BARE MEMORIAL CHURCH OF GOD 





The first record of the Church of 
God in Roaring Spring dates back to 
the year 1869, when W. J. Galbraith 
and family moved to Roaring Spring,, 
followed two years later, 1871, by A. 
F. Books and family. These two fam- 
ilies formed the nucleus for the pres- 
ent Church of God in Roaring Spring. 
Following their arrival in this local- 
ity, the Rev. P. D. Collins of Mar- 
tinsburg, who was at that time pas- 
tor of the Morrisons Cove and Ston- 
erstown circuit, obtained permission 
to hold church services in the pub- 
lic school building. This was in the 
year 1869, and marks the actual be- 
ginning of the Church of God in 
Roaring Spring. Services were held 
very irregularly, as the charge served 
by the Rey. Collins included practic- 
ally all that at the present time con- 
stitutes the Martinsburg, Saxton, Six 
Mile run and Roaring Spring charges. 

The group of Church of God peo- 
ple grew and in 1872 the congregation 
was organized, with the Rev. W. L. 
Jones as pastor, and with about a 
dozen charter members. From that 
small beginning has grown the larg- 
est congregation in the borough. At 
the first organization meeting in 1872 
David M. Baird was appointed elder 
and W. J. Galbraith deacon. 

Early in the year 1872, plans for 
the erection of a house of worship 
were made and work started at once. 
The building was located on Poplar 
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street, north of Spang street, and 
was a frame structure 28 by 36 feet 
in size and costing $1,100. The 
building was completed, and formally 
dedicated December 29, 1872, with 
the sermon for the occasion being 
preached by the Rev. J. B. Soule. 
This building is still standing at the 
present time. It has been remodeled 
into a double dwelling house, which 
is occupied at the present time by 
the Robert Vaughn and Tom Gons- 
man families, and owned by Rollins 
Lower. 

The second house of worship was 
erected on East Main street, on the 
site which is located the residence of 
James W. Smith. It also was a 
frame building, 35 by 55 feet in size 
ard was erected at a cost of $3,500. 
The Rev. George Sigler dedicated the 
building February 6, 1881. This 
building served the needs of the con- 
gregation until it was destroyed by 
fire on the morning of February 24, 
1889. 

The present church site was then 
purchased. It is located’ at the inter- 
section of East Main street, Church 
and Spang streets. On this site the 
third building was erected. It was 
a fine brick structure and cost ap- 
proximately $9,500. This 
was dedicated December 1, 1889, 
with the Rev. Dr. Sigler preaching 
the dedicatory sermon. 


The building has been improved 


building . 
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and enlarged several times. A room 
has been added for the primary de- 
partment of the Sunday School and a 
Ladies’ Aid Society room has been 
built. In 1916 the main Sunday 
School room was enlarged and pro- 
visions made for modern separate 
class rooms. A new boiler was in- 
stalled and other repairs made which 
totaled $6,780. A reopening service 
was held October 29, at which Dr. W. 
N. Yates preached the re-dedicatory 
sermons. <A _ baptistry was installed 
and used for the first time in Feb- 
ruary, 19038. 


In the year 1895 the parsonage 
building was erected at a cost of 
$2,100. It has since been enlarged 
and redecorated several times. It is 
located next to the church building, 
fronting on East Main street. 

Then in the years 1928-30 exten- 
Sive improvements were made to the 
church building and grounds, at a 
cost of more than one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The building was great- 
ly enlarged, so designed that the 
church proper and the Sunday School 
rooms may be thrown into one, with 
a Seating capacity of more than 800 
people. The building was divided 
into classrooms for Sunday School 
purposes and auxiliary organization 
work. Practically all new church fur- 
niture was installed, including a new 
pipe organ, with main organ, chimes 
and echo organ. A new baptistry 
was also installed. In the basement 
a dining hall and completely equipped 
kitchen was constructed. Altogether 
the structure is one of the finest and 
most complete for religious activities 
to be found anywhere. The church 
lawn was also graded and shrubbery 
added. 


The appointment at Roaring Spring 
was made a station during the year 


1&88, and prior to that time the pas- 
tors were appointed for the circuit 
and resided at Martinsburg, preach- 
ing at several different charges of 
which Roaring Spring was one. 

The Sunday School was organized 
in April, 1873, and with the excep- 
tion of two years has been maintain- 
ed as a Church of God school. These 
two years, 1879 and 1880, the school 
was conducted as a Union Sunday 
School, being held in conjunction with 
the Lutheran Sunday School. At the 
opening of the school the attendance 
averaged about 60, while the present 
enrollment shows a membership of 
443, 

During the existence of the Sunday 
School, eight superintendents have 
been in charge as follows: D. M. 
Bare, A. F. Books, George L. Cow- 
an, J. P. Shoemaker, E. A. Feight, 
Roland Smallwood, Clarence Hair 
and Edward G. Carper, who serves 
at the present time. Mr. Carper has 
filled this position very capably dur- 
ing the past 15 years. During the 
past years the Sunday School audi- 
torium of the church became crowd- 
ed, and at once plans were under way 
for the enlarging of the building. 

The Young People’s Society of the 
Christian Endeavor was organized 
March 5, 1889, with 12 members in 
aitendance. It has continued to do 
good work in its field of training and 
developing the workers of the church 
and at the present time has a large 
enrollment. In addition to the Senior 
Christian Endeavor, the Junior De- 
partment of the Christian work was 
organized in 1896, and this organiza- 
tion has had a great influence on the 
child life of the church. For a num- 
ber of years this Junior society has 
supported an Indian boy in training 
school. Both the Junior and Senior 
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societies of the church have support- 
ed the missionaries of their field as 
well as the support of several both 
young and old of the foreign lands 


who desired to follow in the foot 
steps of their Savior. 
The Ladies’ Aid Society of the 


church was organized July 16, 1896, 
with 27 charter members, and since 
the time of its organization has been 
a very important factor in the church 
work. 


The church has had 19 
since its organization. 


pastors 
Their names 


and the dates of their appointments 
are as follows: 

1872, W. J. Jones; G. W. Sellheim- 
er, 1874, G. W. Coulter 1876, H. E. 
Reever 1877, J. H. Esterline 1879, 
J. M. McDannald 1880, George Sig- 
ler 1881, D. S. Shoop LS Bar OC. 
Bartels, 1885, M. M. Foose 1888, G. 
W. Getz 1894, W. J. Shaner 1896. 
C. H. Grove 1898, George Sigler 
1907, D. S. Shoop 1909, J. A. Detter 
1914, R. H. Good 1921, Dr. W. N. 
Yates 1924, C. A. Byler 1927, and 
tke present pastor, the Rev. H. R. 
Lebb, 1938. 
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TRINITY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
en 


Methodism in Roaring Spring dates 
back to the year 1802, when the Rev. 
Jacob Gruber was appointed pastor 
of the Huntingdon Circuit, which 
then included Morrisons Cove as one 
of its many and widely separated 
preaching stations. Services were 
held at intervals at the homes of the 
tew members then residing in this 
district. This condition continued 
until the year 1829 when the district 
of Morrisons Cove was made a part 
of the Williamsburg circuit. Then 
the year following Dr. Peter Shoen- 
berger, one of the pioneer ironwork- 
ers of this community, built a stone 
building at Rodman, which was for 
the use of both educational and relig- 
icus purposes. In this building, in 
the same year 1830, the first organ- 
ized group of Methodist people was 
formed but no records of its exist- 
ence or the pastors who served it 
were kept. The church was located 
at what was known as Middle Maria 
Forge, and was used for church and 
school purposes until the year 1879, 
when it was torn down. 


The Methodist people used it until 
the year 1866. In that year the Rev. 
J. A. J. Williams, a local pastor in 
the Methodist Episcopal church, mov- 
ed from Wilmore, Cambria county, 
to Roaring Spring and joined the 
Methodist society then worshiping in 
the old stone church at Middle Maria 
Forge. Through his efforts a gracious 


revival was held and more than 100 
people converted. This increased nu- 
merical and financial strength neces- 
sitated and guaranteed a more cen- 
trally located and larger church edi- 
fice. 


A committee composed of the Rev. 
Williams, D. M. Bare, J. M. Hite and 
James Detrick was appointed, and 
plans for the new building made. It 
was completed and dedicated in the 
fall of the year 1867. It was located 
on North Main street, and was used 
by the Methodist congregation for 31 
years, when it was sold to the Men- 
nonite congregation, and is at the 
present time their house of worship. 

Many changes in the various 
charges with which the local congre- 
gation was affiliated were made dur- 
ing the early years of its history. In 
1854 it was made a part of a new 
circuit, known as the Woodbury 
charge of the Baltimore conference; 
ia 1867 it was made a part of the 
Martinsburg circuit; in 1885 it was 
made a two-point charge known as 
the Martinsburg and Roaring Spring 
charge of the Central Pennsylvania 
conference, and so continued until 
the year 1890, when it became a 
station in itself, being self supporting 
since that time. 

From the pastorate of the Rev. 
Williams until the year 1890 when 
the church became a station, the 
growth of the congregation was rath- 
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GROUP OF THE OLDER MEMBERS OF TRINITY M. E. CHURCH 





Kneeling: Mrs. A. S. Williams, Rev. A. S. Williams. Front row, left to right: Andrew Shiffler, Mrs. An- 
drew Shiffler, Mrs. Wm. McGinnis, Mrs. J. S. Williams, Mrs. C. D. Green, Mrs. Abram Blattenberger, 
Mrs. Adam (Peggy) Raugh, C. D. Green, C. W. Zook, Thomas Bookhamer, A. L. Bowen. Second row: 
Mrs. Charles Shaffer, Mrs. H. C. Lorenz, Mrs. Samuel Morgan, Mrs. George Stover, Mrs. S. H. Cree, 


H. C. Lorenz, Dr. F. W. Berkheimer. In doorway: George Stover, John Kegarise, S. H. Cree. 
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er slow. However, from the year 


1890 progress was much more rapid, 
so much so that the need of a new 
and larger church building was felt. 


In 1889 the board of trustees 
had purchased the ground on which 
the present church now stands, locat- 
ed at the corner of Spang and East 
Main street, from Jacob Biddle, a 
member of the church board, for the 
sum of $1,000. Nothing was. done in 
the building line, however, until the 
year 1893, when ground was brok- 
eu for the new parsonage. It was 
completed the following spring and 
occupied by the pastor, the Rev. E. 
H. Whitman. The congregation con- 
tinued to grow, and with it the need 
for a new church building. In 1897 
definite action was taken by the 
caurch board; and early in the fol- 
lowing year, Feb. 10, 1898, ground 
was broken for the new structure. 
Miss Esther Whitman, a sister of the 
pastor, was given the honor of turn- 
ing the first spade of earth. The cor- 
nerstone for the new church was laid 
May 24. From that time work pro- 
gressed rapidly and: the new house of 
worship was completed and dedicated 
Nov. 29, 1898, with appropriate serv- 
ices. 

The building was constructed of 
native blue limestone and was then 
as it is today, one of the most artis- 
tic in use by any Methodist congre- 
gation in this part of the state. It 
cost $13,000, which amount was se- 
cured at the services of dedication. 
From time to time in succeeding years 
many improvements and_ additions 
were made to the new church. In 
1904, G. M. Glenn, pastor, the walls 
of the church were frescoed, a pipe 
organ was installed and walks were 
laid around the building at a cost of 
$4,500. In 1915, Rev. E. L. Esling- 


er, pastor, the walls were refrescoed, 


the vestry addition was built and new 
carpets, pulpit furniture and Sunday 
School chairs were purchased, total 
cost $12,000. Reopening services 
were held June 25, 1916. The total] 
ccst of the improvements were raised 
in cash subscriptions. In 1922, 
George A. Duvall, pastor, the pipe 
organ was rebuilt and electrificd and 
a brick garage erected on the par- 
sonage lot, total cost $3,400, all pro- 
vided. 


The Sunday School of the church 
was organized in 1867. While there 
had been a Sunday School prior to 
that time, no permanent organization 
had been formed. Since 1867 the 
Sunday School has continued without 
a break until the present. During its 
70 years’ existence only seven super- 
intendents have served, namely: D. 
M. Bare, James Detrick, Sr., L. L, 
Biddle, J. W. Curfman, E. C. Korb, 
J. S. Williams and the present su- 
perintendent, James W. Smith. E. 
C. Korb served for 85 years and J. 
S. Williams for 22 years. The pres- 
ent enrollment is about 500 members, 
not including the Home Department 
and Cradle Roll. The Sunday School 
has always been the strong arm of 
the church, helping in any way possi- 
ble to supply the needs of the congre- 
gation, and annually contributing 
heavily to the benevolent budget of 
the church. 


The Senior and Intermediate Ep- 
worth League Societies, the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, the Women’s Missionary 
Society, the King’s Heralds, and 
many other organizations and auxil- 
iaries have aided materially in the 
growth and prosperity of the church. 
All of these organizations and de- 
partments of the church, as well as 
the many organized Bible classes of 
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the Sunday School, are doing a noble 
work for the benefit of the members 
and others. 

The present board of trustees of 
the church is composed of C. D. 
Green, H. G. Hair, J. W. Smith, Grant 
Hite, L. F. Garber, Ivan E. Garver, 
Robert Garber, J. H. Stephens and 
Dr. R. A. Lambert. 

Pastors who have served the church 
Since its organization and their term 
of service are as follows: 1867, the 
Revs. John Moorehead and J. A. 
Woodcock; 1868-1871, J. W. Leckie; 
1872-1874, D. Castioman’ 1875-1876, 
J. W. Cleaver and R. P, Campbell; 


1877, William Gwynn and J. F. Craig; 


1878, William Gwynn and J. A. 
Wood, Jr.; 1879-1881, Martin lL. 
Smith; 1882- 84, lenaee Heckman; 


1885-86, William A. Carver; 1887- 89, 
W. W. Reese; 1890-92, Frankin M. 
Welsh; 1893-97, E. H. Whitman; 
1898- 99, EK. H. Wallace; 1900-1905, 
George M. Glenn; 1906-1909, J. H. 
Price; 1910-1912, F. W. Biddle; 1913- 
1917, Edwin L. Eslinger; 1918-1921, 
A. S. Williams; 1922-1926, George 
A. Duvall; 1927-1931, George S. 
Woomer; 1931- 1936, J. Walter Skill- 
ington. "At the present time Rey. W. 
W. Banks is the pastor. 
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ST. LUKE’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 





The second religious group to come 
te Roaring Spring, then known as 
Spang’s Mill, were the Lutherans. 
Definite records of Lutheran people 
in this community as early as the 
year 1851 have been recorded. These 
records show that on November 2 of 
that year the Rev. Joseph Fichtner 
from the Gettysburg Theological Sem- 
inary, who had been appointed pas- 
tor of the Martinsburg charge, held 
a church service in the school house 
at Spang’s Mill. This was the first 
meeting held by the Lutheran peo- 
ple in this community. In 1852 the 
Martinsburg charge was dropped from 
the circuit and the Rev. Fichtner con- 
tinued to serve the Spangz’s Mill and 
the Newry churches, the latter being 
the mother Lutheran church in this 
district. 

Worship continued to be held in 
the school house until the year 1855, 
when the congregation had gained 
sufficient strength to contemplate the 
erection of a house of worship. By 
ai agreement dated June 6, 1855, 
Pastor Fichtner and the members of 
bis church secured from George B. 
Spang, a member of the Lutheran 
church and the leading citizen of the 
town, a plot of ground located on 
what was then known as the Wood- 
bury turnpike, but which is now 
known as South Main street. The lot 
was located at what is now the in- 
tersection of South Main and Girard 


O 





street, the latter then being nothing 
more than a lane. This plot of ground 
was later exchanged by Adam Mosey, 
Jacob Coltabaugh and Joseph Kelly, 
deacons of the Lutheran congrega- 
tion at Newry, who were duly em- 
powered to act in the matter by an 
erticle dated July 18, 1857, for an- 
cther plot located near the site of 
the present P. R. R. depot. 

On this site was erected the first 
Lutheran church. The corner stone 
for this building was laid June haf 
1856, and the building was completed 
and dedicated July 5, 1857, with the 
Rev. P. Sahm preaching the dedica- 
tory sermon. The building was a 
cne-story brick structure, 30 by 45 
feet in size and costing $1,600. The 
property was deeded to be a part of 
the Newry charge. Up to this time 
there had been no definite organiza- 
tion of the Lutheran people,  al- 
though services had been held more 
cr less regularly for more than five 
years. With the completion of the 
new building, however, an organiza- 
tion was effected, the actual date be- 
ing July 4, 1857, or the day prior to 
the dedication of the first church. 
Iiarly records of the church are 
somewhat indefinite, but it is known 
that Jacob Snowberger was an elder, 
George Clugh a deacon and Robert 
Todd a trustee in the newly formed 
crganization. 


In 1856, Roaring Spring church 
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was again added to the Martinsburg 
charge under the pastorate of the 
Rev. P. S. Hooper. Up to this time 
members of the congregation had 
many difficulties to face, although 
everything came about in a very sat- 
istactory manner. In 1885, the local 
church was released from the Newry 
charge and during 1886, the growth 
of the congregation, as well as the 
town, made a better located and more 
commodious church building desir- 
able. The old location was also ren- 
dered objectionable by the railroad 
which was built directly past the 
front of the church* and a new site 
was secured. 


The present location of St. Luke’s 
Lutheran church on the corner of 
Girard and East Main streets, was 
secured for $2,000. 

The cornerstone for the new build. 
ing was laid May 1, 1887, with the 
Rev. E. D. Weigle, D. D., of Al- 
toona, preaching the sermon. The 
Rev. S. J. Taylor, D. D., of Williams- 
burg, assisted in the services and the 
Rev. E. Dutt, pastor, laid the cor- 
nerstone. Below this stone, the old 
cornerstone from the first church 
building, dated 1856, was laid. Mason 
work of the laying of these stones 
was done by John Mohr. 


The present church building was 
dedicated March 25, 1888, with the 
Rev. J. H. Manges, Philadelphia, 
preaching the sermon and the Rev. 
J. H. Henderson, Newry, assisting 
the pastor. The church was of brick, 
44 by 69 feet, with tower, auditorium, 
Sunday School room and primary 
room. It was erected at a cost of 
57,500. 

A church charter was secured June 
22, 1887. At a meeting of the joint 
council of the Martinsburg charge, 
February 12, 1889, the Roaring 
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*Now known as the Eckard Block. 





Spring congregation asked permission 
to withdraw and form a separate pas- 
torate. The request was granted and 
went into effect April 7, 1889. 

In 1898, during the pastorate of 
the Rev. W. H. Hilbish, D. D., the 
present parsonage was bought for 
$1,450. In 1897, during the pastorate 
of the Rev. J. R. Semple, the old par- 
sonage building which stood between 
the present parsonage and _ the 
church, was removed and the lot con- 
verted into a lawn. The present par- 
sonage was greatly improved and 
since that time additional improve- 
ments have been made. 


In 1906 the church building was 
largely rebuilt, the old tower was 
razed, the front gable moved out ten 
feet and the present three towers 
built. An annex of 15 fect was added 
te the building in the rear, making 
the building 94 feet in length. The 
interior of the building was re-ar- 
ranged and mostly refurnished, in- 
cluding the installation of a pipe 
organ, the total cost of rebuilding and 
remodeling being about $10,000. 


In 1911 the church received an 
endowment of $3,000 in cash and a 
$1,500 endowment in the Jacob Snow- 
berger farm at East Sharpsburg by 
the wills of Misses Susan B. and 
Elizabeth B. Snowberger. During 
1915 and 1916, the church was thor- 
oughly renovated, repaired and im- 
proved at a cost of about $3,000. In 
1914 the parsonage was also repair- 
ed, both the interior and exterior. 


The Sunday School of the church 
kas existed practically from the be- 
ginning of the church, and has been 
ene of the greatest factors in the 
growth and prosperity of the congre- 
gation. Among those who have serv- 
ed the school longest in the role of 
superintendent are found the follow- 
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ing: Samuel Wilderson, Henry B. 
Walters, D. S. Brumbaugh, Esq., Dr. 
A. S. Stayer, Prof. J. K. Ritchey, J. 
P. Martin, G. M. Garner and Ira 
M. Lindsay. The present  superin- 
tendent is Mr. Ira Lindsay. Mr. J. P. 
Martin had the longest term of of- 
fice, serving for 20 years and resign- 
ing at the end of the year 1930 to 
take,charge of the teaching of the 
ladies Bible class, one of the largest 
classes in the Sunday School, having 
an enrollment of more than 100 mem- 
bers. Mr. Martin taught the class 
until his death, Nov. 24, 1931. The 
enrollment of the Sunday School is 
300 members at the present time. 

In the year 1928 the church decid- 
ed to comply with the requirement of 
the State Sabbath School Association, 
and plans were made for the erection 
ci a separate building, Sunday School 
and auxiliary work. 


The building was erected at the 

rear of the present church building 
ou Girard street. It is a three-story 
construction, about 44 by 68 feet in 
size. The building is built of buff 
colored brick and steel frame, an en- 
tirely fire proof construction. It 
contains a large dining hall in the 
basement with a completely outfitted 
kitchen with all necessary electrical 
appliances. On the second floor a 
large assembly hall is provided and 
a number of separate class rooms for 
the departmentalized Sunday School 
work. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
of the church also have a separate 
room for their work as well as the 
teachers training class of the Sun- 
day School and nursery. 


The building has floors of tile and 
is one of the most artistically con- 
structed buildings of the borough to- 
day. The new building and the pres- 
ent church building is heated with a 


newly installed oil burner which is 
installed in the old church building 
leaving the new structure without 
any furnace, although very com- 
fortable throughout the coldest days 
of the year. 


The building was dedicated Sep- 
tember 29, 1929, with the Rev. H. D. 
Hoover of the Gettysburg Theologi- 
cal Seminary preaching the sermons 
for the occasion both morning and 
evening. The building was erected, 
including the installation of the heat- 
ing system, at a cost of more than 
&3,500. 

The Christian Endeavor Society of 
the church was organized July, 1892, 
with Mrs. J. W. Bogart as its first 
president. This society known as the 
Luther League meets every Sunday 
night prior to church services, and 
is the society which prepares the boys 
and girls for church membership. 

The Ladies’ Aid and Missionary so- 
cieties were organized by the Rev. F. 
S. Delo in 1900, and in 1914 this or- 
ganization was divided. A separate 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society was organized by Mrs. H. 
E. Berkey, with the Aid society con- 
tinuing as a separate organization. 
The Aid society is a very active or- 
ganization and ladies of the church 
hold sales of food and suppers in the 
spacious dining hall of the Sunday 
School building and various other 
forms for raising funds which are 
acded to the treasurer to finance the 
church building fund. The society 
during its existence has surpassed the 
$5,000 mark, which has been contri- 
buted to the various causes of the 
church. Mrs. Edward 4G. Guyer 
serves as president of the associa- 
tion at this time. 


A Cradle roll department is also 
maintained in the Sunday School. 
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Children up to three years of age 
belong to the Sunday School cradle 
roll. This cradle roll was organized 
by Mrs. J. W. Bogart during 1912. 
The St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of 
Rearing Spring is one of the most 
active congregations of the commun- 
ity, and during its existence has had 
a number of ministers in charge who 
served the church during the years 
as follows: Joseph Fichtner, 1851- 
1364; P. S. Hooper, 1864-1866; J. W. 


Schwartz, 1866-1867; P. Sheeder, 
1867-1869; C. L. Streamer, 1869- 
1873; D. Stock, 1874-1879; E. Dutt, 
1880-1889; C. P. Harrah, 1889-1891; 
EB. S. Dise, 1891-1893; W. H. Hill- 
bish, 1893-1894; J. R. Sample, 1895- 
1899; F. S. Delo, 1900-1901; J. J. 
Hill, 1901-1906; C. E. Keller, D. Ds 
1906-1913; H. E. Berkey, 1914-1920; 
E,. E. Hoshour, 1920-1928, and at the 
present time the Rev. Clarence E. 
Naugle. 
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CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 


O 


The Church of the Brethren is 
without doubt one of the oldest de- 
nominations to be represented in 
Roaring Spring, or adjoining com- 
munities. The church proper in Roar- 
ing Spring had its beginning in the 
year 1870, when the first settlers who 
found the site which is now Roaring 
Spring, decided to make it their 
home. It is found upon investiga- 
tion that the ground whereon the 
borough of Roaring Spring now 
stands was first owned by the initial 
Brethren settlers in this community. 

On March 16, 1879, Daniel Ullery, 
a member of the Brethren church, 
purchased and secured a deed for 169 
acres of land, then known as the 
“Mill Seat Land,” the ground where 
the present borough of Roaring 
Spring is located. Ullery was a 
miller by trade and after having had 
several mills burned for him by the 
Indians, he sold the land to his son 
Jokn, who increased his holdings to 
806 acres. In 1821 John Ullery sold 
his holdings and the land passed out 
of the hands of the Brethren people. 

Even before the Ullery family set- 
tled in this locality, mary Brethren 
people, then known as Dunkards, had 
settled in the Cove. Among them we 
find the name of Neff, Houser, Hoov- 
er, Martin, Ullery, and Brumbaugh. 
These early settlers were greatly hin- 
dered in this work of clearing the 
land, by the Indians, and in 1777 be- 


tween 20 and 80 of them were mas- 
sacred by the savages. The settlers 
haa poor means of protection, and 
the Indians were also very likely in- 
censed by the stiff opposition which 
they found elsewhere in the Cove 
where the Scotch and Irish had _ set- 
tled. 

So it is an established fact that 
the Brethren people were among the 
first to settle in the Cove, even as 
early as 1770. From this early date 
they gathered together and held wor- 
ship services in their homes, and still 
later in the school houses. But for 
50 years the settlers worshiped God 
in their homes or in the open under 
the trees. 

Later, in the year 1830, following 
the erection of the public school 
houses, these buildings were used for 
the purpose of church worship. The 
Dick school house in 1830, the Halter 
Creek in 1860, and the East Sharps- 
burg school still later were all used 
as places of worship for the early set- 
tier. 

The Brethren people in that early 
day were under the direction of the 
Clover Creek congregation, and in 
1878 the local group was deemed 
strong enough to have a church of 
its own. Accordingly the Clover 
Creek congregation, under the elder- 
ship of John W. Brumbaugh, built a 
house of worship south of town, 
known as the Roaring Spring (coun- 





46 SEMI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF ROARING 


SPRING 





try) church, and later as the AIl- 
bright church. The congregation still 
remained a part of the Clover Creek 
charge, but on May 1, 1898, Clover 
Creek, the parent congregation, grant- 
ed permission for a separate organiza- 
tion of the Roaring Spring territory. 
On May 14, 1898, the organization 
was effected with the aid of a com- 
mittee composed of Bishops James A. 
Seli, John W. Brumbaugh and Thom- 
as Maddocks. 

The congregation grew rapidly and 
soon more than half of the member- 
ship lived in Roaring Spring. These 
members wanted a church in the bor- 
cugh and at a members’ meeting held 
in the Albright church February 12, 
1910, those members living in the 
horough were granted permission to 
go ahead and build a church and form 
a new congregation. 

The Sisters’ Aid Society in the bor- 
ough raised sufficient funds to pur- 
chase a plot of ground for the church 
site, and after permission had been 
granted to build, work was begun at 
once, and the building was completed 
and on October 30, 1910, the build. 
ing was dedicated. Dr. Charles C. 
Ellis preached the dedicatory sermon. 

The building which was erected 
ves 62 by 66 feet in size. It was of 
brick and cost $9,000. It was heated 
by steam, lighted by electricity, and 
was so arranged as to provide ade- 
quate space for Sunday School work. 
George W. Replogle, Jonathan Snow- 
berger and W. E. Hoover were the 
building committee and Elder D. B. 
Maddocks was in charge of the archi- 
tectural work. The new church was 


located on the corner of Bloomfield 
street and California avenue. 

The formal organization of the 
rew congregation, following its sepa- 
ration from the Albright church, was 
made on October 10, 1910. James 
A. Sell was bishop, Orville Long, pas- 
tor, Elmer Snowberger, secretary and 
George W. Replogle, treasurer. The 
congregation at this time numbered 
about 70 members. 

The congregation continued to 
grow and in 1927 plans were made 
vo enlarge the old church house. So 
great was the enlargement and im- 
provement that practically a new 
church resulted, almost all of the old 
structure being torn down and_ re- 
raced, and a large annex added. The 
cost of the new structure was $30,- 
C00. It included a large auditorium 
capable of seating 600 persons, a 
large social hall, and kitchen, and a 
large main Sunday School room and 
22 individual class rooms. The pas- 
toz at the time of these improvements 
was the Rev. A. C. Miller. 

The Sunday School was crganized 
en October 24, 1910, and the first 
school was held the Sunday following 
the dedication. H. Atlee Brumbaugh 
was the first superintendent; Eva 
Ciapper, secretary; David O. Miller, 
treasurer, and H. Atlee Brumbaugh, 
chorister. The Sunday School has 
grown, and at the present time num- 
bers more than 500 members. The 
present superintendent is George B. 
Replogle. Rev. S. P. Early is the 
present pastor, assuming his duties 
as pastor in 1929, following the res- 
ignation of Rev. Miller. 
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MENNONITE CHURCH 
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The Mennonite congregation de- 
serves considerable mention for the 
religious growth of the community 
which is now known as Roaring 
Spring, at the time of its early set- 
tlers. As early as the year 1827 his- 
tory records a number of Mennon- 
ite families in this vicinity, and 
states that in that year, 1827, Bish- 
op Jacob Snyder moved from Rich- 
field, Juniata county, to Neffs Mills, 
Huntingdon county, where a large 
number of Mennonite families had 
settled from the eastern part of the 
State. The families in this vicinity, 
however, were widely scattered and 
no effort was made to effect the or- 
ganization of a church at that time. 

At Neff’s Mills, however, a church 
was organized and services were held 
regularly in the community — school 
louse. This was the first active or- 
ganization of the Mennonite people 
in this section of the state. The next 
ective organization of the Mennonite 
people was effected at Frankstown, 
shortly after Bishop Snyder had lo- 
cated at Neff’s Mills. While located 
at Neff’s Mills, he was still instru- 
mental in organizing the Franks- 
town congregation, and for a number 
ot years served as its pastor, being 
assisted by a Mr. Good, who served 
as deacon. With his help, and the 
willing assistance of his limited mem- 
bership, Bishop Snyder succeeded in 
erecting a Union house of worship. 


Tt was located in the town of Franks- 
town, Blair county, and was one of 
the first churches in the county to be 
established. 

The next organization of the Men- 
nonite church was formed at Mar- 
tinsburg in the year 1854. At that 
time all of the Mennonite organiza- 
tions in this part of the state were 
under one body which was known as 
the Mennonite Society. To this so- 
ciety, Daniel Rhodes, in the year 1854 
conated a parcel of land to be used 
for the site of a church and also for 
a burial ground. On this site a 
church building was erected, being 
completed in the year 1855 and ded- 
icated. The organization of the 
church consisted of Bishop Jacob 
Snyder; minister, Jacob B. Snyder, 
Jr., son of the bishop; Frederick 
Rhodes, Henry Kauffman and Joseph 
Byers, ministers. 

This church was served by the fol- 
lowing ministers in addition to those 
already mentioned: Herman Snyder, 
Abram Snyder, Abram Metzler and 
J. N. Durr. This church was the 
mother church for the present Roar- 
ing Spring congregation. 

By this time there were quite a 
rumber of Mennonite families in 
Roaring Spring and immediate vicin- 
ity, and distance many times made 
it impossible for them to attend 
church worship service. According- 
ly in 1898, at a conference which was 
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held in Martinsburg, it was decided 
to purchase the present church build- 
ing in Roaring Spring from the Meth- 
odist church, who were at that time 
erecting a new church house. The 
church was purchased and became a 
part of the Martinsburg district. The 
congregation was formed with J. N. 
Durr as bishop and Abram Snyder 
and Abram Metzler, ministers. 


In the year 1902 the district made 
tne Roaring Spring church into a sep- 
arate congregation, and it no longer 
was a part of the Martinsburg dis- 
trict. At the organization of the new 
group Rev. J. N. Durr was bishop, 
Rev. Abram Snyder and Rev. Jacob 
Hershey were ministers and John L. 
Zook, deacon. The first board of 
trustees was Jacob Snyder, III., Ab- 
yaham Kauffman and Joseph Kauff- 
man. In addition to the above the 
church has been served up to the 
present time by Jacob Snyder, IIL., 
Hi. G. Snyder, II., and the present 
pastor, Rev. S. D. Yoder. 


The congregation has been the pa- 
rent body of four other congrega- 
tions, viz.: Napier, Bedford County 
congregation, organized by Herman 
G. Snyder; Smith Corner congrega- 
tion, and the Bethany Mennonite 
Mission, Altoona, Pa., and the Manns 
Choice, Bedford county congrega- 
tion. 


The local church, located on Main 


street, Roaring Spring, is the oldest 
church building standing in the bor- 


ough. It was, as has been stated, 
purchased from the Methodist con- 
geregation, who had erected it in the 
year 1867. The Mennonite people 
purchased it in 1898, and in the 40 
years which have passed since then 
they have remodeled and redecorated 
it several times. 

In February, 1932, the church 
building was partially destroyed by 
fire, and the building was again re- 
stored and redecorated. At _ this 
time the basement of the church was 
finished, and a large social room and 
a room for the Ladies’ Aid Society 
were ,made. Organizations in the 
church and Sunday School are active 
and contribute greatly to the pros- 
perity of the congregation. The con- 
csregation has been exceptionally ac- 
tive in missionary work, for a num- 
ber of years supporting two Bible 
women in India, in conjunction with 
the Richfield Mennonite Church. 

The Sunday School was organized 
soon after the congregation was 
founded. It has shown a= steady 
growth, and at the present time has 
a membership of nearly 100. Earnest 
Grace is the present superintendent. 

This congregation, more so_ than 
any congregation in the county, is 
responsible for greater religious ac- 
tivities, due to the large scope of ter- 
1itory covered and the amount of 
work done. No community is too far 
for the willing band of workers to 
travel to bring about or promote a 
niovement for the good. 
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CHRIST REFORMED CHURCH 


While no Reformed congregation 
had been organized in Roaring Spring 


until the year 1904, a large number 
of Reformed people resided in this 
community for many years prior to 
that time, and the real early history 
of the local Reformed charge dates 
back to the year 1850, at which time 
the East Sharpsburg Reformed con- 
gregation was organized and services 
conducted by the Rev. Dewalt Fouse. 
The congregation was then a part of 
the Woodcock Valley Charge and the 
church building was erected in 1853, 
during the pastorate of the Rev. 
Fouse. As the time passed, however, 
it was found that a large number of 
the members of the church had be- 
come residents of the town of Roar- 
ing Spring. 

The need of a house of worship was 
seen and members at once busied 
themselves. A plot of ground was 
donated by Mrs. Mary Erb for the 
purposes of erecting a church. The 
present church is located at the cor- 
ner of East Main and Cherry streets. 
The building which consists of an aud- 
itorium, Sunday School and Primary 
rooms, as well as a parish hall, was 
dedicated June 5, 1904, although the 
cornerstone and foundation had been 
completed during the previous year. 
The delay in the erection of the 
building was due to a fire at the Roar- 
ing Spring Planing mill, who were 


O 


awarded the contract for the con- 
struction. 


The building, which is of brick, was 
erected at a total cost of $4,- 
000 and later it was re-frescoed and 
recarpeted at a cost of $525. Electric 


lights were added during 1913 and a 


parsonage was erected 1909, located 
on East Main street. The building 
and ground for the parsonage costing 
about $3,500. The congregation has 
always been self supporting, having 
never received aid from the Mission 
board or kindred agencies. . 

Prior to the erection of the church, 
a Sunday School was organized Oct. 
20, 1901, at the home of Mrs. C. E. 
Yingling, Grove street, Later this 
organization rented the I. O. O. F. 
hall where Sunday School services 
were held until the completion of the 
new Sunday School room in 1904. J... 
H. Stephens was elected superintend 
ent of the Sunday school and was 


“succeeded by the following men who 


have served the Sunday school in 
that capacity: H. A. Imler, D. F. 
Mortimer, George K. Myers, William 
J. Garber, L. B. Stoudnour, Geo- 
rge Snyder and H. N. Baker. The 
Sunday School at the present time 
has an enrollment of 221 members. 


The organization of the Aid Society 
was also held prior to the erection 
of the church building, and it, with 
the Sunday School, has done much 
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in a financial way toward the erection 
of the edifice in the town. The Aid 
society at first included both men and 
women and was started March 27, 
1902. Mrs. F. S. Himes was elected 
as its first president. She served for 
several years and was succeeded by 
Mrs. S. S. Kauffman who served faith- 
fully for more than 25 years, or until 
the time of her death, in December, 
1935. Mrs. M. A. Rhodes was then 
elected and continues to serve in that 
capacity at the present time. 

The church was free from all in- 
debtedness by 1916, and it has also 
endeavored to support all missionar- 
ies, educational and _ philanthropic 
causes of the denomination besides 
co-operating in inter-denominational 
efforts. 

During the fall of 1917 a fund was 
started for the improvement and en- 
largement of the church. This fund 
was started on Rally Day, October 14, 
and met with the approval of the 
congregation. During the month of 
October, 1917, the first issue of the 
parish paper, “The Monthly Visitor,” 
was published. The fund which was 
started grew rapidly and in 1923 a 
new heating plant was installed at a 
cost of $1,000. In the following 
year the entire church was renovated 
and redecorated at a cost of some 
$6,000. At this time the Ladies’ Aid 
Society presented the church with a 
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new Moller pipe organ costing $2,700. 

In November, 1925, the Women’s 
Home Missionary was organized and 
has grown into a thriving organiza- 
tion. In December of that year the 
Aid Society added a set of chimes to 
the pipe organ at a cost of $550. 

On May 23, 1927, Miss Irene Wert- 
man was consecrated deaconess, and 
was the first full time Christian work- 
er from the church. Twice during 
the history of the church new pastors 
have been ordained into the ministry. 
The first occurred May 6, 1923, when 
the Rev. Howard S. Fox was ordain- 
ed into the ministry and assumed 
charge of the local congregation. 
Then again in November, 1930, the 
Rev. C. Earl Gardner, B. D., was or- 
dained into the ministry in the local 
church and assumed charge of the 
congregation. He is a graduate of 
the Ursinus College and the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Hartford, Conn., 
and continues as pastor of the church 
at the present time. 

Since the organization of the con- 
gregation seven pastors have served 
as follows: The Rey. John S. Heff- 
ner, 1906-1909; Rev. Frank R. Le- 
fever, 1909-1912; Rev. John E. Stone, 
1913-1916; Rev. A. A. Hartman, 
1916-1922; Rev. Howard Fox, 1923- 
1928; Rev. John Campbell, 1928-1930; 
Rev. C. Earl Gardner, 1930 to the 
present time. 
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ALBRIGHT CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 


—_—_)—_. 


As early as 1770 Brethren people 
came into the Cove and made their 
homes here, and since that time they 
have been among the foremost citi- 
zens in the various communities in the 
Cove. The first of these people set- 
tled in the southern part of the Cove 
Lut later they moved northward, lo- 
cating on and near the present site 
of Roaring Spring. 

As the number of Brethren fami- 
ites increased they began to hold wor- 
ship services in the various homes of 
the members, and later in the Dick 
school, the Walters school and still 
later in the East Sharpsburg school. 
These schools were used by the 
Brethren people as places of worship 
until 1878, when there were enough 
members living in the vicinity of the 
town of Roaring Spring to justify the 
Clover Creek congregation help- 
ing build them a church house. 

The site selected for the new 
church was just south of Roaring 
Spring on the Samuel B. Albright 
farm, Mr. Albright donating the land 
for the church and cemetery. With 
the erection of the new place of wor- 
ship the group of Brethren people en- 
tered into a new era of progress. The 
group grew rapidly, and on May 14, 
1898, they were organized into a 
congregation and took the name of 
Roaring Spring. However, it was 
generally known as the Albright 
church for no other reason than the 


fact that a large majority of the 
members were of that name. 

Prior to the year 1898, and the 
erection of the Albright church, this 
entire territory had been under the 
direction of the Clover Creek congre- 
gation. However, in 1898 this terri- 
tory was divided and all territory ly- 
ing west of a “straight line from the 
Oak Grove school house to the Rice 
lane, thence direct to the mountains,” 
all in Blair county, was included un- 
cer the name of ‘Roaring Spring.” 

However, the membership of the 
Aibright church had increased to a 
considerable extent, and at least half 
of these members were residents of 
che borough of Roaring Spring. There 
began to he considerable agitation 
for a church . building in Roaring 
Spring, and on February 12, 1910, 
at a meeting held in the Albright 
church, these members decided to go 
ahead and build a church in Roaring 
Spring, which they did. The congre- 
gation was separated, each member 
deciding where he or she wished to 
hold his or her membership. About 
60 members remained at the Albright 
church. 

On May 13, 1911, a members’ 
meeting was called at the Albright 
church for the purpose of organiza- 
tion. James A. Sell presided. James 
Brumbaugh was chosen elder and 
minister; John T. Johnson, secretary, 
and Harry H. Rasher, treasurer. The 
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new congregation had a total mem- 
bership of 62. 

On June 11, 1919, the congrega- 
tion held a meeting and decided to 
repair and remodel its house of wor- 
ship. The committee placed in charge 
of the work was Peter Garber, Irvin 
H. Dick, John T. Johnson, Charles 
Feather and George W. Helsel. Con- 
siderable improvement to the church 
property was made, but the funds 
gave out and the work ceased. Then 
in the year 1922 Jacob Kinsel, the 
pastor, put on a vigorous campaign 
and raised $1,550 to finish remodel- 
ing and paying off the accumulated 
debt at the time the work was 
stopped. 

The church is brick cased, elec- 
tric lighted, with a good basement 
and facilities for Sunday School 


work. The total cost of the improve- 
ment was $3,700. Rededication serv- 
ices were held September 30, 1923, 


conducted by Galen B. Royer. Among 
those who have served the congrega- 
tion as presiding elder are found 
these familiar names: James Brum- 
haugh, David M. Adams, John OB. 
Mitier, M. R. Brumbaugh, and oth- 
ers. 

The Sunday School had been or- 
ganized while the congregation 
worshipped in the school house, and 
one may safely conclude that as soon 
as the new church was completed, 
Sunday School began. Samuel AI- 
bright was the first superintendent. 
The present enrollment of the Sun- 
day School is 75. Mr. George Pollard 
is the present superintendant. 
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PEOPLE’S TABERNACLE 


—_§_—o 


At various times when passing 
through the section known as Rod- 
man, Rev. D. M. Nissley was impress- 
ed with the possibilities of conduct- 
ing a revival meeting at that place. 
Finally on August 1, 1933, a tent was 
secured and an eight-weeks’ evangel- 
istic campaign was conducted. As a 
result of these meetings, considerable 
interest was aroused and many cot- 
tage meetings held following the re- 
vival. 

Early in the year 1934 the pro- 
priety of building a tabernacle was 
considered by the residents of Rod- 
man and surrounding communities. 
Immediately steps were taken to con- 
struct such a building, 96 x 56 feet 
in dimensions. This building was 
completed July 8, 1934, at a cost of 
$690.97. This does not include the 
great amount of valuable material as 
well as the 128 days of labor that 
were donated. The only labor that 
was done at a cost was $2.00 for 
electrical work. 
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Later the building was divided by 
means of a partition, the main room 
being 56 by 24 feet, which was lined 
with floor material and carpeted. 


From the beginning it was the pur- 
pose of the promoters to use the 
building temporarily for a period of 
two years in which to conduct pro- 
tracted revival] meetings. However, 
in much less time Rev. Nissley was 
impressed with the thought of a per- 
manent place of worship. His ideas 
and thoughts were well grounded, as 
has been shown by past as well as 
by present results. 


As an outgrowth of the activities 
of those associated with this taber- 
nacle, the edifice of the Church of 
God in Woodbury was purchased by 
the trustees and a deed executed on 
July 26, 1937. 


To the Rev. D. M. Nissley much 
credit should be given for what has 
been accomplished at Rodman along 


religious lines. 
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EAST SHARPSBURG REFORMED CHURCH 


While the Evangelical and Reform- 
ed Church at East Sharpsburg is not 
one of the borough churches, it has 
revertheless played an important part 
in the religious growth of the com- 
munity, in that it is the mother church 
ce: the Christ Evangelical and Reform- 
ed church in Roaring Spring. 


Its early history dates back to the 
year 1858, when the Rev. Theobalt 
Fouse, one of the pioneer Reformed 
preachers in this community, having 
established a church at Hickory Bot- 
tem, began to hold worship services 
in the home of the Reformed people 
who lived in the vicinity of the pres- 
ent village of East Sharpsburg. 


For 12 years Rev. Fouse, whose 
tome was in Woodcock Valley, con- 
ducted services in the homes of his 
members. Then in the year 1865 
quite a number of Reformed people 
having moved into this. district, it 
was decided to erect a house of wor- 
ship. It was built on the site of the 
present church building, was 35 by 
5t- feet in size and was constructed 
ef logs with an open porch and bel- 
fry. 

The logs for the structure were se- 
cured in the vicinity of Hickory Bot- 
tom, in that day of slow transporta- 


ticn quite a distance from the church 
site. The logs had originally been 
cut for the erection of a barn, but 
instead were used for the church 


0 


building. The space between the 
logs were filled with mud, and the en- 
tire structure covered with lime, sand 
and pebbles and made as attractive 
as possible in appearance. 


The log church served the needs 
cf the Reformed people for more 
than 40 years, but early in the year 
1905 the congregation, having grown 
considerably in size, deemed itself 
sufficiently large to construct a new 
church. Accordingly on June 25, 
1905, a building committee was ap- 
pointed which included the following 
men: A. E. Ayers, S. M. Beegle, Rev. 
d. S. Heffner, John Reik, John Smith 
and Andrew Smith. Plans went for- 
ward rapidly and two years later the 
present church building was complet- 
ci and dedicated. 

It may be of interest to some to 
know that the land for the church 
site was given by John Earlenbaugh, 
uncle of D. R. Earlenbaugh of Mar- 


tinsburg. The donor at that time 
owned the present John Umbower 
farm. The grandmother of D. R. 


Earlenbaugh, who was formerly a 
Winebrenner, was the first person 
buried in the East Sharpsburg ceme- 
tery. 


The East Sharpsburg church was 
first named St. Jokn’s German Re- 


formed Church, ard later the word 
“German” was dropped, and just re- 
cently the word “Evangelical” was 


vs 
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added. When Rev. Fouse was pas- 
tor, which he was for 20 years, he 
received no salary, but once a year 
tne congregation would purchase a 
horse and saddle for him. Rev. J. 
W. Albertson was pastor of this 
church for 13 years. These were the 
twe longest pastorates in the history 
of the church. Of the 14 pastors 
who served this church, six are living 
at the present time. 

The six pastors include Reverends 
Heffner, Miller, Heffleger, Noll, Al- 
bertson and Dillinger. 

The list of all pastors who have 
served this church, and the dates of 
their pastorates follow: Theobalt 
Fuuse, 1853-1873; Lucian Cort (sup- 
ply) 1873; E. Greaff, 1873-1874; A. 
C. Geary, 1874-1876; H. F. Seiper, 
1876-1878; Simon Wolf, 1879-1883; 
W. A. Long, 1884-1897; E. M. Beck, 
1898-1901; J. S. Heffner, 1901-1906; 
W. H. Miller, 1907-1909; C. E. Heffle- 
ger, 1909-1912; E. S. Noll, 1913-1921; 
J. W. Albertson, 1921-1932; G. E. 
Dillinger, 1933-1937. 

When the Reformed church at 
Roaring Spring was built, forty mem- 
bers from the East Sharpsburg church 
were transferred who formed the 


fiz:st membership in the East Sharps- 
burg church for many years and the 
first membership in the new church. 
The Hickory Bottom church which 
was on the same charge with the East 
Sharpsburg church for many years, 
was discontinued a number of years 
0, and the building later removed 
from the site, the members placing 
their membership with other nearby 
congregations. 


It is interesting to know what fam- 
ies were the Supporters of the Kast 
Sharpsburg church in its early his- 
tory, and we note among its first rec- 
ords the names of Earlenbaugh, Rice, 
Grabill, Shiffler and Snowberger, and 
in later records, dated from 1857 to 
1900, the additional names of Himes, 
Yingling, Shoenfelt, Martin, Stephens, 
Biddle, Gordon, Buck, Lynn, Hainley, 
“Steward, Sauers, Emeigh, Moore, Kep- 
hart, Showalter, Ayers, Shoffer, But- 
ler, Rick, VanAllman, Erb, Myers, 
Shimer, Rhodes, Fider, Spang, Wo- 
gan, Garber, Mentzer, Harlin, Glass, 
Thomas, Shaw, McAuliffe, Burket, 
Bacon, Brooks, Carpenter, Bowers, 
Bohner and many others, whose de- 
scendants still are menibers of this 
church. 
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THE DICK SCHOOL 


A most enjoyable event occurred 
on Saturday, October 16, 1920, at 
the old Dick school house about one 
mile south of Roaring Spring. This 
famous old stone building, erected in 
1830, was bought during that month 
by the Dick Historical society and has 
been repaired to preserve it as a me- 
morial to teachers and pupils of long 
ago. 

A community day was held on the 
above date when all persons interest- 
ed were urged to meet and help with 
the repair work. Ninety-two persons 
availed themselves of the opportunity 
to spend a day at this sacred spot. 

A new roof was put on, the parti- 
tions taken out and the foundation 
for a concrete floor was made, also 
some minor repairs. All present were 
willing workers and everyone found 
a job to suit his taste. There were 
no idle hands. 

The ladies all came with well filled 
baskets and an old time picnic dinner 
was. served, chicken and noodles be- 
ing the chief article of diet, with all 
the good things necessary to have a 
sumptuous feast. Everyone thor- 
oughly enjoyed the day and carried 
away many pleasant memories of the 
accasion. 

Those attending were Rev. and Mrs. 
D. M. Adams, M.W. Reffner, wife and 
daughters Stella, Ethel and Vera, Roy 
McGinnis and wife, Daniel Dick and 
wife and daughters Mary and Mar- 
tha, Elmer Dick and wife and children 
Bertha, Iva, Phoebe and Elvie, David 
Dick and wife, Mrs. William Wentz 
and daughter Elmira, Mrs. George Al- 
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bright, James Dick and wife and chil- 
dren Mary and Bessie, Mrs. George 
Helsel, Mrs. Etta Hair, Mrs. Samuel 
Shriver, Mrs. Ambrose Dick and 
daughters Marie and Mae, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Dick, R. W. Slick and wife and 
children Thelma, Frieda, Eber, Rosa- 
lind and Walter, Mrs. Emory Garber, 
Mrs. Edward E. Byers, Mrs. Maggie 
McKnight, Mr. and Mrs. Andis Ellis, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Stayer, Mrs. EI- 
sie Delozier, Professor Fred Lininger 
and wife and children Junior and 
Mildred, Mrs. Lininger, Alva Grif- 
fith and children John Franklin and 
Mary, Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Slick and 
granddaughter Eleanor Slick, Orlan- 
do Miller, Collins Green, Jacob Ware- 
ham, A. A. Cowen, Professor C. A. 
Byers, S. °C: Albright, Thomas Old- 
ham, Quinter McNally, Harvey Hamm, 
Elmer Adams, Fannie Stewart, Sara 
Smaltz, Frances Albright, Marian 
Dick, Mary, Sara, Rozella and Mar- 
jory Myers, Mattie and Rebecca Slick, 
Edith Hamilton, Dorothy Fluke, An- 
na and Sara McKnight, Alice Isen- 
berg, Alice Hair, Sara Albright, 
Deniss Dick, Mary Dick, Paul Lloyd 
and Wesley Fluke. 

Supper was served and at the close 
of the day all returned to their homes 
tired, but happy. Four persons who 
attended school at this memorable 
place and spent many happy days 
playing over the hills and jumping 
the brook were among those who 
were present on the above occasion, 
namely, Mrs. Margaret Dick, Mrs. 8. 
H. Slick, A. A. Cowen and S. C. Al- 
bright. 
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RODMAN SCHOOL 
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First Borough School building, built in 1888-89, and enlarged as 
shown at left below in 1904 
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ROARING SPRING SECOND ROOM SCHOOL, 1887 


First row, left to right: C. Guy Barley, Walter Lorenze, Carrie 
Litzinger, Effie Butler, Rose Lyons, Martha Zook, Beckie Riley, 
Maude Hainly, Oliver Young, Leo Garber. 


Second row: Homer Butler, Oscar Lower, John Harker, John O. 
Barley, Edgar Books, Charles Carpenter, ————_—_,, Susie Price, 
Fannie Price. ai 


Third row: Eliza Carpenter, Lottie Carpenter, Dave Gilliland, Wil- 
liam Himes, ———_—_,, Silvania Albright, Carrie Lynn, Blanch Korb. 


Top row: Horace Lower, Mabel Ridenour, Myrtle Lyons, Amanda 
Longenecker (teacher), Isaac Price. 
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ROARING SPRING SCHOOL-1888 





(See reverse side for names) 


ROARING SPRING SCHOOL, 1888 


Front row, left to right: John Akers, Shoemaker, Frank Curf- 
man, Clay Stayer, Blaine Butler, Arthur Brumbaugh, Ed Price, 
Charles Carpenter, Charles Fouse, John Zook, James Garber. 
Second row: J. P. Martin, teacher; Gertrude Books, Becky Riley, 
Martha Zook, Estella Adams, Ethel Blake, Homer Butler, Maude 
Hainley, Cora Martin, Carrie Lynn. 

Third row: Celia Riley, King Raugh, Melcine Burns, Will Himes, 
Andrew ‘‘Todie’”’ Corl, Iva McKee, John Harker, Howard Kegarise. 
Fourth row: Effie Price, Maggie Carpenter, Clara Lynn, Clara But- 
ler, Myrtle Lyons, Blanche Korb, Charles Lyons, Emma Albright, 
Eugene Blake, Minnie Lower, Hulda Pollard, Lloyd Lynn. 








(See reverse side for names) 
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SECOND PRIMARY GRADE, 1891 


First row, left to right: Seth Garber, Irwin Zook, George Williams, 
Ivan Garver (visiting), Clara B. Garver, teacher, Carrie Snyder 
(visiting), Lola McAuliffe, Grace Dixon. 


Second row: Clara Stayer, Daisy Conrad, Katie Hanley, Jessie 
Butler, Lula Potts, Maggie Books. 


Third row: Horace Butler, Amaza Lyons, Alda Korb, Minnie Dick, 
Frank Kauffman, Harry Dick, Celia Albright, Frank Bobb. 


Fourth row: Leslie Knipple, Ed Knipple, Jennie Crawford, Gertrude 
Herron, Lillie Himes, Lottie Himes, Alice Himes, Fannie Myers, 
Georgia Harker, Elizabeth Garver, Pearle Kauffman. 


Fifth row: Guy Dasher, Horace Hanley, Edgar Daniels, Ross Black- 
burn, Julia Pollard, Horace Lower, Fred Evans, Bertha Hann, Jennie 


Acker, Virginia Berkhimer. 
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GAYLE GIAOLO 


JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 





Built 1937 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


—_9—_—___ 


Roaring Spring schools as a sep- 
arate entity began in 1888 after the 
borough was formed from part of 
Taylor township. The men who 
launched our schools met for their 
first meeting on June 5, 1888. Dr. 
A. S. Snyder was elected president, 
EK. A. Feight secretary, and Dr. A. 
1.. Garver treasurer, with S. H. Cree, 
J. W. Curfman and Eli Kegarise com- 
prising the remainder of the board 
ef education. 

After due deliberation they elected 
William R. Vaughn as principal of 
schools with J. S. Williams third 
grade; Amanda Longenecker, second 
grade, and Annie Crissman, first 
grade, as teachers. The first janitor 
was Mrs. Johnson, who was succeed- 
ed by Mary M. Stayer. 

School opening day was set for 
the first Monday in October, with 
a six-month term to be taught. The 
first teachers were paid $38 per 
month, with the promise of a $2.00 
mcnthly bonus if their work was com- 
pletely satisfactory. There were 180 
pupils enrolled in October, 1888. 

In 1890 J. Henry Young came to 
head the schools and under his direc- 
tion the first graded courses were 
adopted. The high school course was 
crganized on a two-year plan with 
the first class, numbering 14, gradu- 
ating in 1892. The members of this 
Class included these names: J. E. 
Lynn, Jarius Dise, Albert Evans, Mar- 


tin Pressel, Homer Kegarise, Calvin 
EF. Feight, George Shaffer, George 
Sullivan, Edgar Curfman, Evington 
Martin, Jennie Harker, Fannie Dix- 
cn, Ida Snyder, Maria Hayes. 

During the summer of 1892 the 
board voted to increase the length of 
the school term to seven months. At 
the same time W. C. Hanawalt was 
chosen to take the place of Mr. Young 
who had resigned. Mr. Hanawalt 
served until 1896. During this time 
the grade building was enlarged from 
four to six rooms to accommodate 
the increasing number of pupils in 
school. Albert Acker was elected 
janitor, serving in this capacity for 
a period of 45 years. 

Other teachers employed during this 
span of years were J. P. Martin, J. 
H. Swan, Clara B. Garver, Julia 
Wertz, J. W. Curfman, Linda Burger 
and Myrtle Zook. 

J. K. Ritchey came _ to Roaring 
Spring as principal of schools in 1896 
to remain 21 years. From 1896 to 
i904 six teachers served to fill the 
needs of our district, but in 1904, 
with an enrollment of 260 pupils, 
more rooms were needed. The third 
Story of the present grade building 
was erected and additional teachers 
employed to care for the pupils. 

In 1908 the two-year high school 
course was changed to one of three 
years, and in the same year a bond 
issue of $25,000 was voted by the 
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citizens for a new high school build- 
ing. This building was duly erected 
and occupied in 1911. The auditori- 
um it contained has proved a very 
great asset to both the school and 
town as a common meeting ground. 


In 1917 H. B. King was elected su- 
pervising principal of schools. In 
1917, too, the business and commer- 
cial course was added to the high 
school. This course from a_ begin- 
ning class of two members has grown 
until today a group of more than 120 
study part or all of the _ different 
courses offered in the school. 


The fourth year was added to the 
high school course in 1919. Before 
that time those desiring to enter col- 
lege had to attend other schools to 
finish their high school work. Now, 
however, Roaring Spring schools were 
enabled to enter their pupils in col- 
lege directly upon graduation. 


J. L. Laing was elected supervis- 
ing principal in 1922, and remained 
until 1924. In 1924 Ira C. Mum- 
rmert was chosen for that position, 
aud filled it until 1928. During these 
four years debating assumed a new 
importance and our school developed 
some really remarkable speakers. 

The school was constantly grow- 
ing in numbers, so that there were 
more pupils than could be cared for 
in the two buildings. A modern ad- 
Cition to the high school building was 
made in 1928. This has been used 
for the fifth, sixth, seventh and 
eighth grades, while the lower grades 
remained in the other building. 

Wesley E. Romberger, who resign- 
ed during the term of 1936-37, was 
elected supervising principal in 1928. 
During the same year the school term 
for the grades was made nine months 
to place it on a par with the high 
school term. A dental hygienist was 


added to the faculty to aid in build- 
ing good health through proper care 
of the teeth. 


Probably the most vaiuable asset 
to the school and to the community 
was the erection during 1932 and 
32933 of our gymnasium and commun- 
ity building. Through the coopera- 
tion of all of our citizens this major 
undertaking was carried to success- 
ful completion. It has stamped our 
community as progressive throughout 
the state and made Roaring Spring 
the envy of many other towns lack- 
ing this facility. The gymnasium has 
made possible the teaching of health 
in concrete and definite form to all 
cf our pupils from the first grade 
to the senior class. Rich rewards in 
better bodies, fewer temptations to 
co mischief on the part of our youth, 
ana balanced education will follow in 
Roaring Spring for years to come. 


Our schools have been growing ev- 
ery year as is shown by the figures 
for our graduating classes. From 
1892 to 1900, 36 pupils were graduat- 
ed. From 1901 to 1910, there were 
90, from 1911 to 1920, 116 were 
graduated; from 1921 to 1930, 256; 
from 1931 to 1933, 121 received di- 
plomas. Many of these have since 
become the leading and outstanding 
citizens of our community. Indeed 
to record the achievements of all of 
cour 621 graduates would require a 
velume in itself. It is sufficient to 
nete in passing that not only in our 
own community have successes been 
made, but many have gone to other 
tewns and cities and have there earn- 
ed merited fame and success. 


On February 5, 1935, by a ratio 
of nearly 18 to 1, the citizens of Roar- 
ing Spring voted to the Board of 
Education the authority to sell bonds 
in the amount of $50,000 to erect a 
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new Junior-Senior High School build- 
ing on Poplar street. Later, Joseph 
Tfoover, registered architect, was 
chosen by the board from a number 
of candidates to draw up and submit 
to them plans for this building. These 
pians were carefully formulated to 
fit the peculiar needs of the com- 
munity. They represent the latest 
thought in school building construc- 
tion, with the definite motive to per- 
init a really effective school program. 
The approval of these plans by the 
local board, the various state and 
federal agencies was obtained. The 
federal government entered into a 
written agreement with the school 
district of Roaring Spring to furnish 
45 per cent of the contracted cost of 
the building. 


Actual construction of this build- 
ing in April, 1936, was begun by Jo- 
seph Drass, Hollidaysburg contractor. 
Ground was first broken April 6, 
1936 and the building completed and 
accepted Monday, June 7, 1937. This 
building stands today as one of 
the most modern, strictly up-to- 
date school buildings in the coun- 
ty. It is designed in two long 
wings meeting at an angle which en- 
cioses a large auditorium and in the 
lower story floor space for a swim- 
ming pool. The wings are of equal 
size with a length of 78 feet and a 
width of 60 feet, 10 inches. The 
front section which connects the 
wings is 84 feet across the facade 
and 53 feet, three inches across the 
back. The all over length of the 
building is 125 feet. 


Both wings have class rooms and 
laboratories on each side of a wide 
central hallway which is well lighted 
by daylight from windows located at 
the ends and on the staircases. These 
staircases are fireproof iron and con- 


crete with walls faced with tile, and 
keing of this construction, eliminate 
the need of unsightly external fire 
escapes. Five hundred lockers are built 
in flush with the hall walls. These 
are provided with lock and key, top 
and bottom ventilating, a shelf for 
books and hooks for gym suits and 
clothing. 


Including the offices, laboratories, 
and classrooms, on all three floors but 
not the lavatories, four incomplete 
rcoms, or storage rooms, there are 
81 rooms in the building. In all class- 
rooms, offices, and laboratories, a 
thermostatic control, an electric clock 
centrally controlled, and a built-in 
cork bulletin board are uniform 
equipment. Each room is lighted by 
large windows and provided with non- 
glare electric lights for use at night. 
F’xtra wall sockets are also located in 
convenient places. 


Each of the five courses has its 
own unit of class rooms, laboratories 
and storage space. The home eco- 
nomics unit, with its model apart- 
ment, laboratories and classrooms, is 
located on the ground floor in the 
right wing, while the industrial arts 
shop occupies the ground floor in 
the left wing. The commercial 
course with its specially furnished 
classrooms and offices is located on 
the second floor of the right wing, 
with the academic course classrooms 
and auditorium balcony taking up the 
remaining space on that floor. The 
main or first floor is devoted to of- 
fices, agricultural courses, a few aca- 
cemic classrooms, and the main floor 
of the auditorium. Four incomplete 
rcoms and an incomplete pool will 
later make provision for showers, 
dressing rooms and swimming on the 
ground floor, 

The auditorium is one of the larg- 
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est in this district. It is in the shape 
ef a rectangle with the balcony ex- 
tending across the one end and a 
large stage at the other. The main 
floor has seats for 672 and the bal- 
cony contains 220 seats. This makes 
a total seating capacity of 892. 

The stage is equipped with devices 
to improve the acoustics of the room, 
with dressing rooms, orchestra pit, 
and regulation stage lighting. The 
main curtain is of rich red velvet 
velour, with back drops of a special 


cyclorama. <A screen for showing 
moving pictures is also provided. 
Through the sound equipment, 


sound pictures are made possible. 


Moving pictures can be shown from 
a fireproof projection booth located 
in the central part of the rear of the 
balcony. 


The chairs on the main floor are of 
a modernistic design with dark red 
leather upholstery and chromium 
trimmed arms and bases. The design 
and colors were selected te harmonize 
with the general architecture and 
coloring of the auditorium and stage. 

A corridor just outside the audi- 
torium runs along its left side from 
the stage to the music room. This 
measure gives performers an extra 
siage entrance and permits the  as- 
sembly of groups such as orchestras 
and choruses without confusion. 

This building was dedicated with 
appropriate and impressive services 
at 8 o’clock Thursday night, May 6. 
Dr. Lester K. Ade, state  superin- 
tendent of public instruction, deliver- 
ing the principal address. 

Prof. John A. Garber was elected 
in March, 1937, as supervising prin- 
cipal to succeed Wesley E. Romberg- 
er, resigned. 

immediately following Mr. Gar 
ber’s election extensive plans and 


changes ‘were made. Permission from 
the state department has been grant- 
ed for the establishment of an agri- 
culture-vocational department in 
which students will receive training 
throughout the year. Application was 
made and granted for a vocational 
liome-making department. In this de- 
partment the girls will receive instruc- 
tion in cooking, sewing, child care, 
laundrying, etc. Courses in vocation- 
al arts will be given, consisting of 
woodwork, mechanical drawing, print- 
ing, sheet metal and electricity. 


Art, vocational guidance and spe- 
cial courses in music will be offered 
enriching the cultural side of the 
student’s life. 


An up-to-date athletic and special 
program was planned to emphasize 
the physical and social needs of the 
student. | 


The elementary grades occupy the 
present high school building. De- 
partmental work will be installed as 
iow as third and fourth grades, thus 
giving the pupil the benefit of a spe- 
cial trained instructor. 

Projects which are uncompleted are 
reconstruction of present high school 
auditorium into class rooms, estab- 
lishing of a health and safety pro- 
gram throughout the school system, 
completion of the swimming pool in 
the new junior-senior high school 
building, for which excavation has 
already been made and for’ which 
federal funds are being solicited. 

Our schools have been growing 
every year as is shown by the figures 
for our graduating classes. From 
1892 to 1900, 38 pupils were gradu- 
ated. From 1901 to 1910 there were 
90, from 1911 to 1920, 116 were 
graduated; from 1921 to 1930, 256; 
from 1981 to 1936, 249 received 
diplomas. Many of these have since 
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become the leading and outstanding 
citizens of our community. 

The present board of education is 
composed of L. B. Stoudnour, presi- 
dent; Ivan E. Garver, vic2 president; 
Charles 8S. Stephens, secretary; Ralph 
Over, treasurer; Dr. W. L. Grounds. 
Dr. E. M. Hite and C. E. Saylor. 

The teachers who have guided our 
boys and girls have worked faithfully 
and well. In addition to those men- 
tioned earlier in this article, these 
have taught one or more years as 
members of our school faculty: Esther 
Shiffler, S. O. Singer, Mary Baird, 
H. D. Metzker, H. Atlee Brumbaugh, 
Maude Brumbaugh, George B. Wil- 
liams, Estella G. Adams, Zerelda 
Coppersmith, Margaret Sullivan, Hi- 
dessa V. Mentzer, Clara B. Replogle, 
Fannie Graffius, E. G. Carper, Maude 
Shiffler, Sara Brumbaugh, Ethel 
Swoope Craig, J. S. Furry, Mary A. 
TIislinger, Lena Morgart, Clement 
Fetter, Neota J. Brenneman, Ina 
Crosswhite, Lucretia Myers, Earle S. 
Snyder, Helen Berkheimer, Mabelle 
Detter, J. K. Kramer, Elsa Lindquist, 
Sara Lorenz, Sara Rhodes, Flora Jane 
Dexter, Alice Fouse, Ethel Eberly, 
Ruth Griffith, Ruth lLongenecker, 
Dorothy Lorenz, Mary MacPherson, 
Dorothy Dandois, E. L. Burket, Fan- 
nie Morgart, Emma Bulger, Ruth 


Brumbaugh, Lydia Bechtel, Robert 
Morrow, N. R. Stiffler, Helen Hair, 
Catherine Long, Margaret Stephens, 
Helen Strain, Ona Baughman, Edith ; 
Frederick, Sara Gates, Nellie Stiffler, 
Lillian Williams, Glendora Yoder, 
Harold Morgart, Mabel Crissman, 
Ruth Liebegott, Elizabeth Garber, 
Sara Gingrich, Frank McDermott, 
Irene Wertman, Euretta Yoder, Gert- 
rude Gill, Sara McCune, Clara Hile- 
man, Hattie Barnett, Nina Gorsuch, 
Madeline Diehl, Mrs. F. D. Hair, Carl 
Siaybaugh, Marjorie Stoner, Grace 
Lindsay, Carlyle Shoenfelt, Elvin 
Weidenhamer, Laura Gemberling, Lu- 
cinda Brought, Helen Martin, Eliza 
MacElwee, Robert Baird, Charles 
Marks, Ethel Clapsaddle, Katherine 
Gelwicks, Pauline Young, Harriet Fer- 
guson, Wilma Stern, Forrest Benford, 
Bertha Stuard, Marian Hetrick, Mary 
Gates, Abigail Righter, Signe Alford, 
Leonore Garver, Mary Trease, Phyl- 
jis Mingle, Thelma Stewart, Arlene 
Gorsuch, Marian Burket, Marian 
Holsinger, Harriet Leese, Mary Weay- 
erling, Ruth Taylor, Clifford Lewis, 
Clark McClelland, Margaret Cornely, 
Celia Barnett, Richard Lehman, Bel- 
ve. Smith, Charlotte Knapp, George 
Barefoot, Levi Garner, Naomi Ken- 
Singer, Vivian Gearhart, Kenneth 
Miller and George B. Replogle. 
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NASON HOSPITAL 


The Park hotel, now known as Na- 
son hospital, was one of the first 
buildings to be erected by the Plan- 
ing mill company in Roaring Spring. 
tt remained as a summer hotel until 
May 1, 1896, when Dr. W. A. Na- 
son purchased the building and for 
the next four years operated it as a 
private sanitarium. On April 9, 1900, 
it was chartered as a charitable in- 
stitution and was financed by issuing 
400 shares of stock at $50.00 a 
share. Of this stock Dr. Nason own- 
ed 21 shares, the remainder being 
owned by 71 different persons. 

Following is a list of the trustees 
and those on the medical staff: Trus- 
tees, Hon. J. L. Hartman, president; 
J. P. Martin, treasurer; Hon. Martin 
Rell,, Hon. J. C. Stineman. Hon. Wil- 
liam H. Irwin, H. E. Ferguson, Ferd 
Bendheim, John §S. Elway, J. H. 
Stephens, secretary; John H. Snyder, 
solicitor; W. Albert Nason, I. S. 
Mock, James S. Bobb, Samuel A. 
Hamilton, D. S. Brumbaugh, H. C. 
Burger and James Foust. 

Medical staff, Dr. W. Albert Na- 
son, superintendent; Dr. William S. 
Ross, Dr. H. H. Brotherlin, Dr. C. W. 
Fox, Dr. W. M. Eldon, Dr. E. M. 
Duff, Dr. John B. Nason, Dr. A. S. 
Stayer, Dr. John Fay, Dr. E. R. My- 
ers; Supt. of Nurses, Miss Olive M. 
Bayer. 

Dr. Nason, at the time of the in- 
corporation, was voted a salary of $75 


0- 


per month, but for many years this 
aliowance was wholly applied to the 
hospital and his only other means of 
recompense during this time was de- 
rived from outside work. 

An excellent training school for 
nurses was organized and incorporat- 
ed the same year with, as already 
stated, Miss Olive M. Bayer as super- 
intendent and instructor. Lecturers 
were as follows: Dr. John B. Nason, 
surgery; Dr. W. Albert Nason, ab- 
dominal surgery and gynaecology; 
Dr. William S. Ross, eye and ear; Dr. 
4. H. Brotherlin, diseases of women 
and children; Dr. E. H. Myers, bac- 
teriology and obstetrics; Dr. C. W. 
Fox, materia medica; Dr. W. M. EIl- 
don, pharmacy; Dr. A. S. Stayer, 
physiology and hygiene; Dr. E. M. 
Duff, special nursing. 

The instruction consisted of one 
lecture each week by a member of the 
staff, one lesson each week on band- 
eging, four recitations each week on 
the branches pertaining to nurses, in- 
cluding studies from the textbooks. 
Student nurses were given  instruc- 
tions in the hospital in the technical 
knowledge and practical experience 
pertaining to a nurses’ work. A thor- 
ough course was given in massage, 
special instruction in the giving of 
baths and the use of electricity. 

An alumni association was form- 
ed by the nurses who proceeded to 
furnish a ward as one of their first 
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noteworthy activities. The officers of 
this association were: President, 
Miss Carrie Lee; vice president, Miss 
Graffius; secretary, Miss Myrtle Metz; 
treasurer, Miss Lottie Hollenbaugh; 
executive committee, Mrs. Sara 
Baughman Nason, Miss Daisy Wheat- 
ley and Miss O. M. Bayer. 

The first appropriation from the 
state was granted in 1901 and was 
for $5,000 for two years, or $2,500 
per year. This appropriation was ob- 
tained largely through the efforts of 


James Foust, Hon. Martin Bell and» 


Senator J. C. Steinman. The appro- 
priation was increased slightly from 
year to year until 1907 it was $5,500 
per year for two years. 

At no time since the hospital was 
opened was the income sufficient to 
take care of the expenses. For a 
period of 25 years the deficit was 
made up at the end of each fiscal 
period by the superintendent out of 
his private income, this amount be- 
ing about $40,000. 

During the month of August, 1900, 
shortly after the time of the incor- 
poration of the hospital, there was 
formed a Ladies’ Hospital Association, 
with Miss Annie Crissman as presi- 
cent. This association has been of 
great assistance to the hospital from 
that time forward, and has had a 
continuous existence with various 
presidents, until the election of Mrs. 
t’. G. Bobb, since which time she has 
continued to be at the head of the 
organization. An exact list of presi- 
dents follows: Miss Anna Crissman, 
Mrs. F. B. Berkheimer, Mrs. Benne- 
ville Swoope, Mrs. Frank Wood, Mrs. 
1, S. Mock, Mrs. D. R. Wike and Mrs. 
Ee Ga.Bobpb: 

Some years after the incorporation 
Mr. D. M. Bare became interested in 
the hospital and continued to be a 
very warm friend of the institution 


and of the superintendent until the 
time of his death. In his interesting 
history, entitled, “Looking Eighty 
Years Backward,” he says: “It was 
very fortunate for the town when 
Dr. W. Albert Nason, whose reputa- 
tion as a skilled surgeon is state- 
wide, decided to settle here and open 
up the Nason Hospital. This has been 
a great blessing to our town and com- 
munity.” 

Hon. J. L. Hartman, president of 
the board of trustees for 25 years, 
in his generosity gave largely to the 
kospital every year during his life- 
time, and with his large acquaint- 
ance was able to persuade a great 
many of his friends to donate to the 
hospital, among whom was D. P. 
Keighard of Pittsburgh, who at one 
time gave $1,500. The Hon William 
YJ. Sweet and Hon. John M. Reynolds 
were also liberal contributors. 
Among Mr. Bare’s many and gener- 
ous donations was the money to build 
the isolation building. He also pur- 
chased the building for the nurses’ 
home which he gave to the hospital. 
Fie gave in lesser amount in each 
campaign for money, and finally an 
endowment fund of $70,000. About 
this time there was raised by smaller 
subscription the sum of $8,500 which 
was also placed as an endowment. 
Also about this time there was re- 
ceived from Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Bobb 
an endowment of $10,009 and later 
£50,000 more was” received from 
their generous hands. 

The training school for nurses was 
the first incorporated training school 
in Blair county. This training school 
proved to be a great success, its 
graduates holding responsible posi- 
tions all over the country in hospi- 
tals large and small. Some of the 
elder graduates are still holding po- 
sitions of responsibility and trust in 
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institutions and community nursing. 
Seven were in the service during the 
World War. Those who saw overseas 
duty were: Mrs. Bertha Maugle Brier- 
er, Mrs. Mary Snyder Milleison and 
Mrs. Alice Smith Weber. In this 
country: Miss Alice Riddle, Miss 
Anna Graffius, Mrs. Orpha Wilt Sny- 
der and Mrs. Mae Plemple Lemore. 
Miss Agnes Resch entered the service 
in 1918 and is still in the army serv- 
ice, being located at Walter Reed 
Hospital, Washington, D. C. Miss 
Resch made three trips on transports 
during the war and was stationed part 
of the time at Fox Hills, Staten Is- 
land. 

During the early days of the hos- 
pital, like other such _ institutions, 
there were very few members of the 
active staff. For years the superin- 
tendent did practically all of the 
medical and surgical work of the in- 
stitution. There was no dietitian and 
only one graduate nurse who was su- 
perintendent of the nurses and in 
charge of the practical work of the 
hospital. 

Dr. W. L. Grounds came to the 
hospital in 1915 to act as house phys- 
ician and to have charge of the X-ray 
department. When Dr. Nason gave 
up his surgical work at the hospital, 
Dr. Grounds became his successor. 


The present trustees are as fol- 
lows: Ivan E. Garver, president; 
Clarence Hair, treasurer; E. H. Ly- 
kens, vice president; Lewis F. Gar- 
ber, secretary; R. B. Garver, E. G. 
Carper, Harry Zartman, Dr. W. L. 
Grounds, H. D. Stake, J. Herbert 
Stephens, J. P. Rearick, Homer Smith, 
Frank Zeth and P. M. Stufft. 


The following constitute the medi- 
cal staff: W. L. Grounds, president; 
B. B. Levingood, vice president; J. 
W. Hershberger, secretary; W. K. 
Matthewson, H. B. Replogle, George 
J. Donovan, Paul Epwright, Elwood 
Stitzel, H. B. Cunningham, W. R. 
Paimer, W. E. Preston, R. R. Mac- 
Neil, J. O. Prosser, F. R. Shoemaker, 
W. L. Hair, F. W. Berkheimer, S. M. 
F. Morgart, Howard A. Kerr, J. S. 
Bonebreak, Keim Bonebreak, H. E. 
Henry and C. N. Johnson. 

Nason hospital is recognized by all 
thoughtful persons as being one of 
Blair county’s most important and 
vorthy institutions. It would re- 
auire volumes to record the charity 
extended, and the many - sacrifices 
made, by those who have figured 
prominently in its history, and many 
of whom are today laboring earnestly 
for its success and perpetuation. 
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BOROUGH COUNCIL 


The first borough council of Roar- 
ing Spring was organized in the of- 
fice of J. M. Hite on the first day of 
March, 1888. .D. M. Bare was the 
first president of council and E. G. 
Robb was the first burgess and the 
following persons composed the first 
council: J. M. Hite, W. J. Galbraith, 
D. M. Bare, H. C. Lorenz, D. M. But- 
le: and H. G. Hair. David Stern was 
elected the first secretary. Mr. Stern 
died the same year and James Bobb 
was chosen his successor. He con- 
tinued as secretary till 1902, when he 
was succeeded by J. W. Curfman, 
who filled the office continuously for 
rmore than 18 years. 

The following persons have served 
as burgess during the past 49 years: 
F. G. Bobb, James Detrick, S. A. 
Hamilton, Dr. William Spanogle, Wat- 
son Mock, Thomas Fletcher, Wilson 
Albright, W. S. Miller, J. R. Wike, 
L. O. Burket and L. A. Garber. 

The following persons served as 
presidents of council: D. M. Bare, E. 
G. Bobb, Joseph Spade, Dr. Charles 
Fox, John Johnson, John I. Cramer, 


John E. Hoover, R. B. Garver, J. W. 
Weidenhamer, W. H. Carper and W. 
A. Hite. 

The present members are as fol- 
Iows: W. A. Hite, president; R. B. 
Garber, vice president; James A. 
Streight, Plummber Dick, Dr. W. H. 
Robinson, James Holsinger, and Her- 
bert Stephens. 

Charles Dick is secretary and J. E. 
Stern, treasurer. Attorney R. D. Lo- 
renz is solicitor and Byard Long, bor- 
cugh engineer. 

The borough council was in fact 
the busiest organization in the com- 
munity. For a number of years fol- 
lowing incorporation, the body met 
each week, and spent much time and 
effort to make Roaring Spring an up- 
to-date town, and, while they had 
many difficulties to surmount, the re- 
sults of their efforts are very notice- 
able. 

It should be noted that Mr. H. G. 
Hair, one of Roaring Spring’s most 
reliable and reputable merchants, is 
the only member of the first council 
who survives. 
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BOARD OF HEALTH 





On August. 11, 1893, Dr; C.. W; 
Fox, Dr. RK. A.° Plank, Rev. Mga. 
Foose and W. L. Hayes met in the 
study of the Church of God and or- 


ganized the first Board of Health of 
Roaring Spring. Dr. Fox was chosen 
president, Rev. M. M. Foose, secre- 
tary, and William Hurley, health of- 
ficer. 


This board met weekly alternately 
in Dr. Fox’s and Dr. Plank’s office 
until March, 1894, but owing to the 
tact that the borough council de- 
clined to give it financial support and 
the citizens were not generally inter- 
ested, the members of the board all 
resigned. : 

However, on January 14, 1897, Dr. 
A. L. Garver, Dr. C. W. Fox, and 
Kev. W. L. Spanogle met in the 
Roaring Spring Blank Book Com- 
pany’s office and effected an organi- 
zation. At this time Dr. A. L. Gar- 
ver was elected president, Rev. W. 
L. Spanogle, secretary, and P. W. 
France, health officer. This board 
met once each month and succeed- 
ed in getting an appropriation of $65 
from the town council. 

Since this organization has had the 
recognition of council, each year five 
members are appointed to fill the of- 
fices. of the health body. Dr. A. L. 
Garver served as president of the or- 
ganization continuously until the 





time of his death. W. L. Spanogle 
wses succeeded as secretary by E. C. 
Korb, who was elected in 1900, and 


who held the office until his death. 
L. A. Garber took the office and con- 
tsnued until 1918, when he resigned 
as secretary. He was followed by Ed- 
ward G. Carper. 


In 1907 health laws of the state 
were adopted as the rules to govern 
the body and at the present time the 
board of health has no option on the 
various matters which come before 
it. 

For more than a year at a time 
the board of health did not place a 
placard of quarantine on a residence 
in the community, and it has been a 
long period of time since an epidemic 
swept over the borough. During 1893 
and 1920 two severe epidemics swept 
over the community, scarlet fever in 
1907 and in 1918 and 1919 influen- 
za. From the latter, quite a large 
number of citizens died. 


One of the most important matters 
brought before the board of health 
in past years was the better control 
of the sale and consumption of milk 
in the borough. Many times borough 
council and the board of health were 
ecnfronted with this matter regard- 
ing the sale of unpasteurized milk. 
The 1929 legislature took this prob- 
lem entirely out of the hands of lo- 
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cni bodies, and a state law regulating 
the sale of raw milk in any commun- 
ity was passed. This law became ef- 
fective January 1, 1930, and states 
that only perfectly pasteurized milk, 
or milk from certified herds may be 
sold. 


The present board consists of the 
following members: Dr. E. M. Hite, 
president; W. C. Bassler, vice presi- 
dent; E. G. Carper, secretary, and 
health officer; Dr. W. L. Hair, physi- 
cian; L. Oder Burket, treasurer, and 
Ur. R. A. Lambert. 
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FRIENDSHIP FIRE COMPANY 
By H. N. FOX 


OO 


At the time the first house was built 
at Spangs Mills, now Roaring Spring, 
the only means of fire prevention and 
extinguishing was by means of the 
water pail, which was either filled at 
the creek or at the well. Eventually 
in 1894 the first fire company was or- 
ganized. I can just remember when 
the Blank Book Company and the 
Church of God were destroyed by 
fire. Both men and women formed 
Jong lines to the mill race. Buckets 
filied with water were passed along 
this line to finally reach the house- 
tops. Then the water was splashed 
over blankets which had been spread 
on the roof. The wet blankets pre- 
vented sparks from setting the dwell- 
ing on fire. 


I remember my father telling of 
an old Mr. Johnson who sat upon the 
Lutheran church roof and splashed 
water on blankets, and a Mr. D. S. 
Brumbaugh, who splashed water on 
the inside walls of his office at the 
time the Church of God_ burned, 
which at that time was located where 
the residence of James W. Smith now 
stands. While these methods of fire 
f'ghting were very crude, when com- 
pared with the modern methods used 
today, they were nevertheless very 
effective and prevented many homes 
from being destroyed. 

In this historical sketch of the 
Roaring Spring fire companies it will! 


be impossible to relate much concern- 
ing the first two. There were thre« 
altogether. All records of the first 
company, so far as I can learn, have 
either been destroyed or lost. The 
only information I can procure con- 
cerning it is from the very few sur- 
viving members. None of them knew 
anything about the actual organiza- 
tion of the company, so any mistakes 
I may make will not be made inten. 
tionally, but with the desire to pre- 
sent, as completely and correctly as 
possible, a history of the company. 


In 1892 the borough installed a 
water system. The water was piped 
to all streets and fire plugs placed in 
every square. Two years later, in 
1894, Dr. Raymond Plank, a young 
physician who resided where the Unit- 
ed Telephone exchange is now locat- 
ed, desiring to better safeguard the 
property of the borough, organized 
the first fire company, which was 
composed of some thirty or forty 
young men. We do know that Dr. 
Plank was the first chief, and served 
for two years. During the time he 
was chief the company was uniform- 
ed. The uniforms consisted of black 
caps with nickel buttons marked “F, 
D.,” red shirts marked with white 
letters “Friendship Fire Company,”’ 
black trousers and black belt mark- 
ed “Roaring Spring, Pa.,”’ in white 
letters. There were also two leath- 
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On horse: Art Spencer; Harry King, Pete France, William McGinnis, Palmer Dick, George Hanley, 
Ransom Dick, Howan Kagarise, Albert Albright, Ben Garber, John B. Miller, L. A. Garber. 
Kneeling: William Butler, D. B. Shoeman, Blaine Butler, F. K. Lorenz, Jacob Shaffer, Joe Gorsuch, 
' Wilson Hair, Charles Shoeman, Lloyd Hayes. 
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THE FRIENDSHIP FIRE COMPANY 





Top row, left to right: Chief of Police W. C. Gill, William Ayers, 
Fire Chief Jesse McIInay, Ed Beers, George Lear. 


Second Row: George Heuston, Earl Garlick, Cloyd Marker, Floyd 
Stonerook, W. H. Rines, John Hamm, H. N. Fox, James Roush, R. 


Claar, Harold Morgan, L. A. Garber, Calvin Furry 


Kneeling: Warren Burket, Ed Lear, C. Weitzel, Harry Detwiler, Elvin 
Yingling, R. Reitz, Walter McKnight, Charles Berkheimer, Bertram 
Baker, Lloyd Shaffer, George Gorman, Charles Stonerook 
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er helmets for the chief and assistant 
chief. 

Then there was the nickel plated 
trumpet for the use of the chief. This 
trumpet is still preserved by the pres- 
ent fire company. 

The time of the organization of this 
fire company, which was called The 
Friendship Fire Company, was about 
the time the Altoona Fire Depart- 
ment was changed from a volunteer 
to a paid department. Some equip- 
ment was for sale and the local com- 
Eany purchased from them a_ very 
heavily built hose carriage, capable 
of carrying about 700 feet of two 
and one-half inch hose. The carriage 
haa four and one-half foot wheels, 
two kerosene lanterns, two straight 
play pipes, an axe and bar together, 
wrenches for both plugs and house 
and about 50 feet of heavy rope at- 
tached to the tongue so as to permit 
more to aid in hauling it to a fire. 
The carriage, fully equipped, weigh- 
ed more than a ton, and was the 
cause of many firemen and citizens 
waying out enroute to a fire. The 
carriage was used until the year 1902 
wien a two-wheeled cart was pur- 
chased. 

In 1896 Dr. Plank resigned as 
chief and Joseph Spencer, superin- 
tendent of the paper mill, was elect- 
ed to fill the vacancy. Mr. Spencer 
continued as chief until May 31, 
1897, on which date he lost his life 
in the discharge of his duties as a 
fireman at the Samuel Garver home 
on East Main street. Mr. Spencer 
was struck on the head by a falling 
brick when a chimney collapsed. 

William McGinnis then became 
chief and continued in that capacity 
until the year 1902, when the com- 
pany disbanded. The borough coun- 
cui at that time did not provide quar- 
ters for the company, nor give them 


vs 


a 


any financial assistance, and becom- 
ing discouraged at the lack of sup- 
port from council and «citizens the 
company disbanded. Outivot the 
uembership of that first company, so 
far as I can learn, the following mem- 
bers yet survive: J. B. Miller, Dav- 
id Miller, Daniel Graybill, C. E. Van- 
Dereau, F. L. Garber, L. A. Garber, 
of Roaring Spring, and D. B. Shoe- 
man of Lakemont 

After a year devoid of fire pro- 
tection the citizens petitioned the 
council to do something, as there had 
been several fires. It was attempted 
to organize another company, but 
the attempt was unsuccessful. Then 
council gave to Roaring Spring its 
first and only paid fire company. J. 
B. Miller was appointed chief and 
he, with 25 other men, constituted 
the company. No organization was 
formed. When an alarm was sound- 
ed this group responded. They were 
paid by council for the time used in 
fighting the fire. However, in 1906 
this company disbanded and the bor- 
ough was again withous fire protec- 
tion, until the third company was or- 
ganized. 

Since there was practically no fire 
protection in the borough at that 
time, insurance rates were very high. 
The fire fighting equipment had been 
left without care, and was in poor 
condition. To meet this new prob- 
lem, the borough council at _ their 
June meeting, 1907, passed a resolu- 
tion that a fire company be organiz- 
ed, a place of meeting designated, 
social rooms furnished, and new 
equipment purchased. An open meet- 
ing was announced to be held in the 
borough building June 11, 1907, for 
the purpose of organizing the new 
company. 

At this meeting the company was 
organized with the following charter 
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members: A. J. McQuade, H. C. 
Yingling, E. W. Fox, E. R. Kagar- 
ise, William McGinnis, Charles Fer- 
ry. Joseph Wood, J. D. MelIlnay, J. 
BF. MclIlnay, Amos Claar, Donald 
Loose, Harry Gates, Edward Hair, H. 
N. Fox, B. H. Biddle, J. S. Copper- 
smith, L. A. Garber and John L. 
Cramer. Permanent officers were 
elected as follows: President, H. O. 
Yingling; W. J. Garver, vice presi- 
dent; N. E. R. Kegarise, secretary; 
nh. N. Fox, financial secretary; L. A. 
Garber, treasurer; Amos Claar, Wil- 
liam McGinnis and B. N. Biddie, as 
trustees; A. J. McQuade, chief; Amos 
Claar, first assistant chief; J. D. Mc- 
Imay, second assistant chief. These 
officers were elected to serve until 
Jan. 1, 1908. 

It was decided to call the new or- 
ganization The Friendship Fire Com- 
pany, since the original company had 
been so named. The only change in 
the name up to the present time is 
that it is now called ‘The Friendship 
I'ire Company No. 1, Inc.,’’ the com- 
peny having been incorporated in 
1931. 

For two years the exmpany met 
every Wednesday evening. Then the 
meeting night was changed to the first 
and third Wednesday, and in 1930 
to the first and third Friday even- 
ings, which schedule is followed to- 
day. 

The company grew in numbers un- 
ti) at the present time there are 
about 250 on the roll. The company 
has always been active. The largest 
celebration the town ever had was 
sponsored by the Fire Company, July 
4, 1907, and duplicated July 4, 1908. 
The company bought a steam siren 
and divided the town into five wards 
to simplify the location of fires, 

The old fire truck, which was a 
four-wheel, hand drawn vehicle, was 


very big and unwieldy, too heavy to 
be drawn by man power. It was ac- 
cordingly sold to a gentleman by the 
name of Craine for $35.00, and ship- 
ped to Philadelphia and kept as an 
antique or relic, which in the opin- 
ion of some of the members of the 
company, is what it had always been. 

Having sold the old truck, a new 
one was purchased from the firm of 
/. E. Gorsuch, blacksmith and wagon 
maker in Roaring Spring. This truck 
was of very light construction and 
very easily hauled over the streets. 
It had ball bearing wheels, rubber 
tires, and carried sixty feet of ex- 
tension ladders, and was equipped 
with extinguishers, axes, ropes, buck- 
ets, etc. 

A fireman’s band was organized, 
but proved to be too much for the 
firemen, so the venture was dropped 
after two years, and the band became 
an independent organization. The 
foregoing events occurred during the 
year 1908. In 1909 the firemen’s 
convention was held in Altoona, and 
the local company took their band 
and new hook and ladder truck to the 
convention, the P. R. R. giving them 
free transportation. -The firemen 
were highly complimented on _ their 
band, their equipment and their new - 
truck. 

In 1911 Chief A. J. McQuade re- 
signed from the fire company, his 
resignation being brought about thru 
criticism of members of the company 
and residents of the borough. One 
day, during the lunch hour, he had 
sounded an alarm for District No. 5, 
the Hogback district, one of the most 
difficult places in town to reach. 
Forty members turned out, and quick- 
ly taking the equipment went to the 
scene of the supposed fire, only to 
find that the chief had been merely 
holding a practice drill. The mem- 
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bers of the company were very angry 
and could not see the point, so Mc- 
Guade resigned. Later, in 1912, he 
reunited with the company, and has 
continued his membership. During 


the year 1912, J. E. Mellnay,. the 
present chief, served for the first 
time as first assistant chief. In 19138 


A. J. McQuade and H. U. Yingling, 
in recognition of their services as 
the first president and first chief of 
the fire company, were made honor- 
ary members. 

Nothing of great interest occurred 
during the years from 1913 to 1924. 
However, in 1924, a movement was 
started for a motorized fire truck, 
resulting in the purchase of a 150 
gallon pumper, mounted on an Inter- 
national chassis. The truck could 
carry 1,000 feet of two and one-half 
inch hose, one 35 gallon chemical 
tank, and 150 feet of one-inch hose 
The money for this equipment was 
raised by popular subscription. It 
was after the purchase of this equip- 
ment that insurance rates in the 
borough were lowered to a level 
comparing favorably with other towns 
and cities in the state. 

In 1928 the need for a new and 
larger truck was felt, and it was 
finally purchased. The new truck 
is a 500-gallon, triple combination 
pumper, carrying 1,000 feet of hose 
two and one-half inches, two 35-gal- 
len chemical tanks with 300 feet of 
cne-inch hose, and other equipment. 
The old International truck was trad- 
ec. in on the new one. 

Since the purchase of the new truck 
much new equipment has been add- 
ed including gas masks, an outfit for 
handling electricity up to 10,000 
volts, rubber coats, boots, hats, gloves 
etc. First aid equipment, search 
lights and much additional equipment 
kas also been added so that the truck 


is one of the best equipped in the 
county. This new truck and equip- 
rent cost the company more than 
&8,000, all of which has been paid 
but $600. Plans for the financing 
of this amount have been made, and 
this indebtedness will soon be elimin- 
ated. 

The Underwriters’ Association at 
the present time think that some 
changes should be made to the equip- 
nent. To purchase new. equipment 
cu replace the present truck is not to 
be thought of. So at the present 
time members of the company are 
considering the addition of a squad 
truck. Such a truck would easily be 
within the means of the company, if 
some public spirited citizen would do- 
nate the company a good used car 
with a good motor. The members of 
the company could easily do the ne- 
cessary work, and the cost would not 
exceed $100.00 

During the year 1931 a new elec- 
trie fire siren was installed at a cost 
of $1,200. The siren is located on 
tcp of the Roaring Spring Blank 
Book Factory. Since it was purchas- 
ec the town was redistricted for fire 
alarm warnings. The town has been 
divided into six districts and a new 
code has been set up to be used. 

The last achievement of the fire 
company was the purchase of new 
uniforms. Forty-four members have 
keen uniformed, and a new United 
States and parade flag purchased. 
The total cost was $600, of which 
all has been paid but $100.00 

Possibly the next achievement of 
the company will be the celebration 
when the local company is host to the 
Aliied Fire Companies of Blair Coun- 
ty, during the Golden Anniversary ta 
be held here during the last week of 
this month, August 22-28, 1937. 

The present officers of the Friend- 


¢ 
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shir Fire Company No. 1, Inc., are: 
President, Charles Berkheimer; vice 
Fresident, Charles Stonerook; secre- 
tary, L. A. Garber; treasurer, John 
E. Stern; trustees, H..N. Fox, Wil- 
liam Ayers and Henry Smith; chief, 
J. E. Mcllnay; first assistant chief, 
E. B. Garber; second assistant chief, 
William Ayers. 


In 29 years of the’ existence of 
this company only five men has serv- 
ed as chief, and seven as president 
of the company, as follows: 


Chiefs in Order of Election 
A. J. McQuade, 1907-11; E. R. 
Kegarise, 1909-; Harry Roush, 1911- 
18, died Dec. 10, 1918; W. H. Rines, 
1919-25; J. E. MclIlnay, 1923-37. 


Presidents in Order of Election 

H. C. Yingling, 1907-11; B. H. Bid- 
dle, 1912; J. E. MclIlnay, 1913-26; W. 
H. Rines, 1914; Joseph Carpenter, 
1915-29; Henry Smith, 1916; Charles 
Berkheimer, 1930-37. 


On December 20, 1916, a special 
meeting of the Friendship Fire Com- 
pany was called for the purpose of 
crganizing a Firemen’s Relief Asso- 
ciation. Joseph Carpenter was chos- 
er president protem, and L. A. Gar- 
ber secretary. The matter was fully 
discussed, after which it was decided 
to effect a permanent organization, 
and the following officers were elect- 
ed: President, W. H. Rines; secre- 
tary, H. N. Fox; treasurer, L. A. Gar- 
ker; trustees, Charles W. Fox; Rose 
Parclay and E. E. Hartman. It was 
decided to be known as the Roaring 


Spring Firemen’s Relief Association, 
anc was organized for the purpose 
of giving relief to firemen. All fire- 
mien in the borough, together with the 
council which organized the fire com- 
pany, became members. The fire 
company arranged to grant a certain 
part of the dues paid by each mem- 
ber to the relief association, and with 
the state’s 2 per cent of all foreign 
fire insurance constituted the revenue 
Lecessary to finance the association. 
Seventy-four members constituted 
the charter members of the associa- 
tion. Today there are about 250 
members. Charles W. Fox wrote the 
first by-laws, which were presented 
and adopted. 

The association has continuously 
functioned as an auxiliary organiza- 
tion to the fire company, and is in a 
prosperous condition financially at 
the present time. The association has 
paid out as benefits over $2,000.00 
since organizing. In 1920 the asso- 
ciation was incorporated ‘n the courts 
ot Blair county. 

The present officers of the associa- 
tion are: President, J. E. Mcllnay, 
who has continuously served in that 
capacity since January 1, 1918; vice 
president-secretary, L. A. Garber; 
treasurer, John E. Stern; trustees, H. 
N. Fox, William Ayers, E. E. Hart- 


man, W. H. Rines and E. B. Garber. 


The cost of membership in both the 
fire company and the Firemen’s Re- 
lief Association is $1.00, and every 
male citizen between the ages of 18 
and 45 is eligible. 
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WATER SYSTEM 


During the early years of Roaring 
Spring’s corporate life considerable 
work was brought before members 
of borough council and very little 
time was given to problems of a wa- 
ter system and lighting the streets 
and residences of the town by elec- 
tricity. August 1, 1892 ordinance 
No. 26 was passed authorizing the 
erection of a water system with a 
loan of $10,000. September 3 of the 
same year, a vote was taken by citi- 
zens at the regular election resulting 
in 72 votes for and 48 against the 
system. Up until this time the people 
of the borough carried water from 
the mill race for domestic use, with 
the exception of a few who had dug 
wells. With the election, and the 
victory won by what was known as 
the “Town Water Party,’’ for the 
water system in the borough, anoth- 
er election was held by citizens on 


O 


September 27 on a proposal to in-— 


crease the borough’s debt to $10,000. 
This also carried by a very small mar- 
gin of 61 for and 59 against. 

After a considerable hunt for a 
mountain stream, on October 29, 
1893, a contract was signed for the 
vacob Biddle stream on the mountain 
east of the borough. Soon after that 
a pipe line was laid and the water 
was brought into the town during 
1894. This system was very satis- 
factory until the population increased 
beyond the water supply. It became 


necessary to hunt another supply. 
This was found in what is known as 
the Snowberger stream on the same 
mountain and less than a mile from 
the Biddle stream. In the year 1900, 
a pipe line was laid to connect it with 
the main line on the Biddle farm. 
These two streams gave the town 
sufficient water most of the year, but 
in a dry season it was insufficient, as 
there was no reservoir to hold the 
water when the streams were run- 
ning full. It was then decided to con- 
struct a large reservoir on the Biddle 
farm. The first reservoir constructed 
was quite faulty and allowed much of 
the water to escape. After some re- 
pairs were made it was fairly satis- 
factory. With the aid of the reser- 
voir the supply held out for some 
time during the dry season. With 
the continually increasing population 
it soon became insufficient in dry 
weather and many complaints came 
to council, especially from residents 
on the highlands. To obviate this 
trouble, borough council decided to 
build a reservoir in the town. For 
that purpose eight-tenths of an acre 
of land was purchased, located on 
the highest point of the D. M. Bare 
farm, in the southeastern end of the 
borough. The high pressure reser- 
voir was constructed in the year 1907 
at a cost of $16,044.14. Pipes were 
laid to this reservoir from the 
mountain stream. To prevent any 
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scarcity of water, a pipe line was also 
laid from the pump in the Blank 
Book factory to the Big Spring and 
from there to the Bare reservoir on 
the hill, and the water supply of the 
town is replenished as needed by this 
means. 

The property purchased by the bor- 
ough for water purposes is very mod- 
erate. The first land was purchased 
from P. S. Duncan in 1897, 100 acres 
and 71 perches at a cost of $1,255.55. 
The second was purchased from John 
G. McGraw in 1904, 412 acres and 
3€ perches, costing $1,836.38. The 
third purchase, which included the 
Snowberger stream, which was bought 
January 25, 1896, was made from 
Jchn Woodcock in 1914, assignee ot 
J. Blair Shoenfelt. This property was 
bought by D. M. Bare and later sold 
to the borough. It contained 584 
acres and cost the borough $3,507.13. 
The Duncan purchase took in the Bid- 
dle stream which was bought October 
29, 1893. The McGraw purchase 
took in the stream which flows over 
tlhe Gordon property. This stream 


has not yet been attached to the 
water system. 
The Woodcock purchase took in 


the watershed of these two streams 
and the Snowberger stream. 
These three different purchases ag- 


eregate ten hundred and ninety-seven 
acres and sixty-four perches of good 
timber land. The borough also holds 
a deed from L. L. Biddle, dated Sep- 
tember 26, 1908, for four acres of 


land on which the reservoir was built, 
the consideration in this deed was, 
free water for his farm. 


At their regular March meeting, 
1936, council decided to enlarge the 
present reservoir at an approximate 
cost of $1000.00 to the borough, this 
amount to be applied to the cost of 
the necessary materials to do the 
work. An allotment of a little more 
than $20,000.00 was secured from 
the W. P. A. to take care of the cost 
of labor. 


Work was begun on a small scale 
during the summer of that year, but 
on the first of the month of the fol- 
lowing September additional men and 
machinery were put to work, as a re- 
sult of which the project was com- 
pleted during the month of March, 
1937, under the supervision of Mr. 
Joseph Burns. 

The retaining capacity of the reser- 
voir was increased more than 300 per- 
cent, underbrush along the border re- 
moved and the breast considerably re- 
enforced. 
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LIGHTING SYSTEM 


In 1892 Dr. A. L. Garver, manag- 
er of Roaring Spring Blank Book 
Company, decided to install electric 
lights in the factory and to make 
the equipment large enough to sup- 
ply the town. In the fall of the same 
year current was first supplied for 
residences. From that time power 
was supplied by the Blank Book 
company until 1917, when it was de- 
cided to form a separate company, 
which twas incorporated under the 
name of Roaring Spring Light, 
Heat and Power Company, with Ivan 
E. Garver, president; Dr. A. L. Gar- 
ver, secretary and treasurer. This 
company also supplied the heat for 
a number of residences and business 


places in the borough, although dur- 
ing the past few years this number 
has greatly decreased. 

During the year 1922 the Power 
company of Roaring Spring was ab- 
sorbed by the Raystown Water Power 
company. On August 7, 1923 this 
Company was taken over by the Penn 
Central L. & P. Co. who operated 
under the former name until Septem- 
ber 1, 1927, at which time the name 
was changed; therefore ever since 
that date the Penn Central Light & 
Power company has supplied power 
for the manufacturing establishments 
of Roaring Spring as well as light and 
power to operate all the electrical 
equipment in the borough today. 
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BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL MEN’S 


ASSOCIATION 
ponte ai eT Be ant de 


Roaring Spring’s Business and Pro- 
fessional Men’s Association, formerly 
known as the Chamber of Commerce, 
was organized in October, 1915, with 
the motto, “For a Greater Roaring 
Spring.”’ The purpose for which this 
organization was formed was to ad- 
vance the civic, moral, commercial 
and industrial interests of Roaring 
Spring, and along this line the organ- 
ization has always been very active. 

With a membership of sixty-two, 
the Chamber-of Commerce was very 
active during the World War and 
under the leadership of Dr. A. L. 
Garver the town always went over the 
top in Liberty and Victory loans. 
Some of the things that this body ac- 
complished in its early history were 


—securing gates at the grade cross- 
ing on Main street, the overhead 
bridge and the right-of-way through 
McKee for the state highway and 
the monument for the World War 
soldiers, located in the public park. 

The Chamber of Commerce has al- 
ways taken a great interest in good 
roads, which we now have on all main 
highways leading to and from town. 
The paving of Main street is another 
project which in a large measure was 
promoted by this organization. This 
street was paved during the summer 
of 1935: 

The present officers are: Presi- 
dent, Chester Nicewonger; secretary, 
George Stockslager, and _ treasurer, 
Chester W. Querry. 
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BUILDING & LOAN ASSOCIATION 


During November, 1921, J. R. Wike 
and Attorney R. D. Lorenz began 
the organization of a building and 
Joan association, and during the same 
yeur, the organization was perfecteu 
with James W. Smith, president; R. 
A. Lambert, vice president; J. R. 
Wike, secretary, and John Stern, 
tveasurer. Stock was sold to the citi- 
zens as well as to a great number in 
surrounding communities. Sale of 
stock has been very successful. Di- 
rectors of the association at the pres- 
‘ent time are: Lewis F. Garber, L. A. 
Garber, A. D. Mingle, Ivan E. Garver, 
Dr. W. L. Hair, R. A. Lambert, Jas. 
W. Smith, Melvin Garber, L. O. Bur- 
ket, D. L. Burket and R. P. Kauff- 
man. They meet regularly each 


month in their office on the second 
floor of the Roaring Spring Theatre 
building. The present officers are: 
James W. Smith, president; Melvin 
Garber, vice president; L. Oder Bur- 


ket, secretary; John E. Stern, treas- 
urer, and C. B. Wray, solicitor. The 
association has assisted quite a num- 
ber of residents in obtaining homes. 
Each year the association issues new 
stock, which will mature within a 
period of approximately 132 months 
from the date issued. Most of the 
prominent and progressive citizens of 
the borough have taken an interest 
in the building and loan association 
énda work hard to make it a great suc- 
cess each year. 








78 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF ROARING SPRING 


ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 


For a number of years, Roaring 
Spring, like most towns of its size, 
kad no permanent organization for 
the promotion of athletics and out- 
door sports, and whatever efforts 
were made in that direction were not 
continued from year to year with any 
fixed program. However, for pos- 
sibly the last forty years the town 
has been represented almost yearly by 
a baseball team, and in fact gained 
the reputation within the county of 
generally having an unusually good 
team for a town of its size. 


The first ball ground used in Roar- 
ing Spring for games played with out- 
of-town teams was located on what 
was then known as the “Big Hill,” 
land now occupied by houses located 
on the eastern parts of Cherry and 
Maple streets. This was a very hilly 
and poorly located ground, and the 
accommodations for spectators con- 
sisted of seats on the rail fence along 
the northern part of the field. 


In the year 1921 the playing field 
was transferred for about two years 
to a plot near the intersection of Al- 
bright and Locust streets, west of the 
railroad, and then to the land owned 
ty the D. S. Brumbaugh estate, north- 
west of the cemetery. This latter lo- 
cation was an improvement over the 
“Big Hill” and a small “bleacher” 
was erected here for the accommoda- 
tion of the spectators. The field was 
r.0t level, however, and not much ef- 


O 


fort was made to improve it, as the 
ground was usually rented only from 
year to year, and it was not very of- 
ten that the same manager had the 
team in charge two years in succes- 
sion. Baseball was the only sport 
played with out-of-town teams until 
1915 when the High School organized 
a football team and games with other 
schools were played on this same 
field. 


The poor facilities for indulging 
in sports and the lack of accommoda- 
tion for spectators had often been a 
subject of conversation among many 
of the town’s citizens, but no definite 
move had ever been made_ toward 
anything better. In the year 1913, 
through the generosity of one of her 
citizens. Hollidaysburg was provided 
with a fine athletic field, and after it 
was completed many people thought 
that Roaring Spring should make an 
efiort to provide a new field. In the 
early spring of 1916 the matter was 
seriously discussed by a number of 
those interested, and uwch of the 
credit for finally starti).* some action 
cn the project must te given to the 
late James S. Williaras, always a 
strong supporter of athletics and out- 
daoor sports. 


He called a meetiny of those who 
hac been actively discussing the sub- 
ject, which was held in the banquet 
room of the Odd Fellows’ hall on the 
evening of April 18th, 1916. Among 
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Standing: Sam Gates, Clair Dennison, William Moore, Frank Bobb, 
Roy Hileman, Harry Wilderson, Harry Quarry. Seated: Leider Bur- 
ket, King Raugh, Frank Shoeman, Oder Burket, ———Brisacker, Bob 
Adams, Howard Garver, Ed Turner, Ed Brumbaugh. 
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R. S. BASEBALL TEAM 1937 





Back row, left to right: George Gill, Chester Querry, Russell Barley, 

Don Butler, Harold Bush, Umpire Spaulding, Ted Bolger, Charles 

Butler, Wib Treese, ‘Zip’ Croft, Ralph Over. Kneeling: Bob 

Leonard, Earl Bumgarner, Earle Hite, Wilbert Heuston, Jim Young, 
Raymond Bowers, Clair Hoffman. 
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those present were J. S. Williams, L. 
O. Burket, Donald Lorenz, Ivan E. 
Carver and George Gill, and it was 
decided to immediately look for a 
suitable location for a new field. 

It was also planned to raise the 
necessary funds by popular subscrip- 
tion. : 

A considerable sum of money was 
soon secured by the solicitors and the 
first meeting of the subscribers was 
held in the Odd Fellows’ hall on May 
16th, 1916. Two sites were consider- 
ed; one situated in the eastern part 
of town on the Samuel S. Garver 
farm, containing three and_ three- 
fourths acres and offered for $2,600, 
and the other in the southern part of 
the borough, on the John E. Lower 
estate, containing four and thirty-one 
hundredths acres, and offered for 
$550.00 per acre or a total of $2,- 
370.50. The latter site was select- 
ed by an overwhelming vote. 


It was decided to incorporate and 
secure a charter under the name of 
“The Roaring Spring Athletic As- 
sociation,” and C. S. Stephens, L. O. 
Burket and Ivan E. Garver were 
«lected directors for three years; J. 


S. Williams, R. D. Lorenz and L. A. 


Garber for two years, and E. M. Hite, 
Paul A. Martin and Abram Snyder 
for one year. Upon organization the 
directors elected J. S. Williams presi- 
dent; L. O. Burket, vice president; 
R. D. Lorenz, secretary, and Ivan E. 
Garver, treasurer. 


As soon as possible work was start- 
ed on grading and improving the field 
which continued as workmen were 
available throughout the year. Early 
in the spring of 1917, the Planing 
Mill Company of Roaring Spring was 
awarded the contract for the con- 
struction of a grand stand to cost 
$1,600.00. It was built of heavy lum- 


ber, on concrete piers and has com- 
fortable seating capacity for three- 
hundred and fifty spectators, al. 
though five hundred can be accom- 
modated, if necessary. Beneath this 
stand are located dressing rooms, 
toilets, shower baths, ticket office, 
etc., and it is very well and substan- 
tially constructed. Mr. Nicholas 
Clouse, of Roaring Spring, prepared 
the plans free of charge and superin- 
tended the construction for the Plan- 
ing Mill Company. The first ball 
Same was played on the new field 
Saturday afternoon, April 28th, 1917, 
with Altoona Machine Shop, a five- 
inning practice game, which Machine 
Shop won 4-0, 


There was expended, up to Jan. 
1, 1920, for the purchase of grounds 
and permanent improvements, includ- 
ing grading of field, erection of grand 
stand, sowing of grass seed, planting 
trees, etc., about $5,250.00. There 
were of course additional expendi- 
tures for insurance, interest on mort- 
gage, printing, uniforms for teams, 
and other annual fixed charges. The 
sole indebtedness of the association 
in 1929 was a note for twenty-five 
hundred dollars held by the Roaring 
Spring Bank. Most of the money 
had been raised by the sale of stock 
in the association at $1.00 per share, 
together with the proceeds of enter- 
tainments, suppers, etc. 


In later years an additional grand- 
stand was erected, with a seating 
capacity of more than 200. During 
the years, 1936-37 the field has un- 
dergone a complete rebuilding pro- 
cess. The entire playing field has been 
regraded and a modern system of 
drainage installed. A cinder track 
was placed around the outer edges of 
the field, and complete athletic equip- 
ment added. The field is now the 
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fizxest in the county. In 
1934, it was turned over to the School 
Board, who directs the activities 
which are scheduled there. The sale 
was made with the school district as- 
suming all. indebtedness; including 
notes in excess of $1,500. 

_ Roaring Spring has always been 
successful in athletics, especially in 
baseball. As a member of the Blair 
County League they: have won six 
pennants, 1920, 1921, 1927, 1928, 


12934 and 1935.. They finished. sec-: 


January, | 


cnd in both cycles of the league in 
1936. | a. 

In 1928 the team was awarded the 
large trophy, in addition to the year- 


ly.trophy. In 1927 the team spon- 


. sored by the association won another 


trophy also, that of the Blair-Bedford 
Twilight league. The: collection of 
trophies gathered over a: period of 
years by the various teams is a most 
impressive one, and one of which any 
association may well be proud. 
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GAME, FISH & FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 


O 


By Ernest Miller 


The citizens of Bloomfield town- 
ship, Bedford county, Pa., met at 
Bakers Summit, a small village in 
Bloomfield township, Feb. 24, 1922, 
for the purpose of forming a Game, 
Fish and Forestry Association. The 
question of forming an organization 
of this kind had been discussed for 
several weeks. 


It was through the efforts of Dr. 
Cjarence Snyder and I. R. Barley and 
several other citizens that this move- 
ment was worked to a point that the 
people of the community got togeth- 
er and formed an organization. 

Dr. Snyder was a very ardent 
sportsman and with the help of sev- 
eral others the people of this com- 
munity and Morrisons Cove can say 
tnat Dr. Snyder was the founder of 
this organization, which was named 
the Morrisons Cove Game, Fish ana 
Forestry Association. 

Dr. Snyder, being the sportsman 
that he is, and seeing that there was 
a chance to help the good movement 
along felt that this kind of an or- 
ganization was of benefit to all, not 
only to sportsmen but to the farmer 
as well. 

This organization was formed for 
no selfish interest of hunters and fish- 
etmen alone in this section, but for 
the benefit of other sportsmen that 
come to this section to hunt and fish. 

At the time when this organization 
was formed there were no deer in this 


community and no wild turkey, but 
now we have deer and wild turkey 
and plenty of grouse, squirrel, and 
rabbits. 

Of course it was here like every 
other place. When you try to get 
something started that is for the bet- 
terment of all concerned there is al- 
ways some who find fault, but the 
pot hunters and illegal fishing is not 
quite so flourishing as it was at that 
time and conditions are changing ev- 
very year for the better. 

Some of the illegal fishermen had 
to be taught a lesson and they were 
taken before the court at Bedford 
and that did a lot to prevent such 
fishing. 

Some had to pay fines for hunting 
out of season, and that helped to stop 
sume of that. 

Dr. Snyder was a hard worker in 
this movement, and it was through 
his efforts that this association pros. 
pered as it did and at the end of the 
first year of its activity the member- 
ship numbered 129 active members, 
covering the greater part of Morri- 
sons Cove and vicinity. 

Dr. Snyder served as president of 
this organization from Feb. 24, 1922, 
the time that it was organized, until 
June 2, 1927, when he cesigned and 
moved to Arcadia, O., to take up his 
practice of medicine. 

One of the main events that Dr. 
Snyder and some of the founders of 
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this organization got going was the 
annual corn boil that is held every 
-year in August. The first and second 
year of the activity of this associa- 
tion it was thought best to have a 
gathering of some kind to get’ the 
sportsmen together and have some 
1epresentative from the Game _ and 
Fish Commission to come and tell 
them what was going on jin this line 
of work. This was a good move- 
ment, as it has helped to keep this 
and other associations at work and 
kas benefited not only the sportsmen 
Lut the farmer as well. 


The first and second year of these 
gatherings the association furnished 
Sweet cider, apple pie and_ sand- 
wiches, and was a great success. 

Then the officers and board of man- 
agement had another plan to get the 
sportsmen and farmers together, and 
that was a corn boil, which has been 
a great success in the way of getting 
tugether and having a program of dif- 
terent subjects and to have repre- 
sentatives from the different conser- 
vation departments at Harrisburg to 
come and tell the people what is go- 
ing or in this and _ other states 


Ue 


Ce 


x7 
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ia regards to the betterment of game, 
game birds and wild life in general. 

You can go almost any place in the 
United States and you will find that 
Pennsylvania is one of the leading 
game states in the Union. 

The association gave away at these 
gatherings around three nundred doz- 
en ears of corn and furnished the 
tutter and salt to eat it with. This 
is some job to cook an: serve this 
amount of corn to a crowd of any- 
where from 3,000 to 4,000 persons, 
but not all that come are there for 
the corn that is given away. We 
sell ice cream, sandwiches, coffee, ci- 
gars and candy, to help defray the 
expense of this affair. 


These gatherings are to-get the 
members and sportsmen together so 
that they will pay their member- 
ship for the year and to have them 
hear the representatives tell what is 
being done for the betterment of 
condition in the state. This is also 
the time that they get to hear how 
the license money is spent for the 
public hunting grounds and the way 
that the game and fish are distribut- 
ed in the different parts of the state. 
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SHAWNEE ASSOCIATION 
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On Tuesday evening, September 30, 
1919, a group of 27 sportsmen met 
in the office of R. D. Lorenz for the 
purpose of forming an organization 
to promote the art of trap shooting; 
to influence the proper protection of 
the game and fish, and to foster good 
fellowship among the sportsmen of 
this community. After some discus- 
sion in reference to such an organi- 
zation, Attorney R. D. Lorenz was 
chosen temporary chairman and _as- 
sumed charge of the election of the 
permanent officers. The election re- 
sulted in the following being elect- 
ed: President, C. D. Green; vice 
president, Dr. W. L. Grounds; secre- 
tary-treasurer, A. D. Mingle; field 
captain, L. W. Green; assistant sec- 
retary-treasurer, W. A. Hite. 


This group selected as the name for 
the organization “The Roaring Spring 
Rod and Gun Club.” This group 
carried on under this name for a 
number of years and conducted trap 
shooting and sporting events in this 
vicinity, and many of the members 
report some very interesting happen- 
ings during that period. The fol- 
lowing, according to the minutes of 
the club, were the charter members 
of the organization: R. D. Lorenz, 
Dr. F. W. Berkhimer, W. A. Hite, 
C. D. Green, Dr. W. L. Grounds, 
Josiah Hite, Ivan E. Garver, A. D. 
Mingle and Earle M. Hite. 

On September 28, 1929, the above 
club decided to incorporate itself un- 
der the name of “The Shawnee Con- 


servation Association,” and made ap- 
plication for such to the courts of 
Blair county on the same date with 
the following signers: <A. E. Rey- 
nolds, F. W. Berkhimer, N. G. Hor- 
ner, Charles S. Stephens, Samuel 
Kagarise, W. R. Straesser, R. D. Lor- 
enz, Emory Beegle, John Whalen, 
Elvin Gates, J. G. Nissley, Elvin Bur- 
ket and H. E. Henry. On the 14th 
day of October, 1929, Hon. Marion 
D. Patterson approved for the court 
the application and declared the as- 
sociation a corporate body under the 
terms stated in the application. The 
officers at the time of incorporation 
were as follows: A. E. Reynolds, 
president; F. W. Berkhimer, vice 
president; Charles Stephens, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

Until a few years ago, this group 
included men from all of Morrisons 
Cove, but many of the Cove towns 
formed their own associations dur- 
ing the past four years, leaving this 
group to look after the sportsmen in 
the near vicinity of Roaring Spring. 
This group has sponsored many im- 
portant measures dealing with the 
preservation of game, and have pro- 
vided, through their annual outing 
and ox roast, much enjoyment for 
the sportsmen and their friends 
throughout the county. 

The present officers are as follows: 
President, Earl Garlick; vice presi- 
dent, Roy Butler; secretary, Herbert 
J. Wertman; treasurer, Dorsey Brum- 
baugh. 


84 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF ROARING SPRING 





BOY SCOUTS 


Scouting in Roaring Spring was 
started over 20 years ago, sometime 
between 1913 and 1917, by Rev. E. 
L. Eslinger, then pastor of the Meth- 
odist church, C. E. VanDereau and 


Clem Fetter. Known as Troow 1, its 
membership was open to all boys in 
the community. Upon Rev. Eslinger’s 
appointment to another charge Mr. 
A. D. Mingle became its scoutmaster 
and continued in that capacity for 
some years. The troop grew rapidly 
and in 1924 had over 40 boys enroll- 
ed. During this period W. A. Hite 
and N. L. Horner took an active part 
in furthering the interests of the 
troop. 
Troop 57 

Sponsored by the Methodist church 
Troop 57 was organized in 1926, and 
enrolled in the Blair-Bedford council. 
John Garber became its first scout- 
master. The troop grew and in 1930 
plans were made for the erection of 
a scout cabin to be situated near 
East Sharpsburg, on a piece of land 
owned by Mr. Ivan E. Garver. Work 
was begun in the same year, the 
greater part of which was done by 
the scouts themselves. Finally, on 
the evening of December 2, 1932, the 
work being finished, the general pub- 
lic was invited to inspect the com- 
pleted cabin. 


In recent years Troop 57 has been 
active in promoting civic events. 


On) 
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April 21, 1934, the troop sponsored 
Roaring Spring’s first marble tourna- 
ment, which was open to all boys in 
the community. Roy Gates was the 
winner. 


John Garber was scoutmaster from 
1926 to 1937, except for about a 
period of one year, during which time 
Gerald Butler assumed the leader- 
ship. The present scoutmaster is 
Gerald Hess. 


Eagle scouts of Troop 57 include 
Thomas Marsden, James McKerihan 
and Elvin Reynolds, Jr. 


Troop 60 


Troop 60, sponsored by St. Luke’s 
Lutheran church, was organized in 
the summer of 1928. The troop grew 
rapidly and was very active in scout- 
ing. A scout room, located in the 
church annex, provided the troop with 
a suitable meeting place. 

Scoutmasters of Troop 60 included 
Emmert Mock, Roscoe Hileman, 
Clyde Black, Edward Butler and Ken- 
neth Miller. 

Troop 60 produced two Eagle 
scouts, namely, Mr. Marion Lower and 
Johnson Brenneman. ‘The trrop dis- 
banded in the spring of 1934. 


Troop 62 


June 5, 1928, Troop 62, sponsored 
by the Church of God, was organized. 
J. E. Stern was the scoutmaster and 
eight boys were originally enrolled 
as scouts. From that small beginning 











BOY SCOUT CABINS 





Methodist Cabin, East Sharpsburg 
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the troop has grown and has been 
very active in scouting, participating 
in all the Blair-Bedford council ac- 
tivities. A special room in the 
church basement provides the troop 
with a suitable meeting place. 


In the spring of 1934 plans were 
made for the construction of a cabin 
and swimming pool, to be located 
along Halter Creek, as a gift from 
Mrs. E. G. Bobb, in memory of her 
two sons, Ralph and Chester, now de- 
ceased. Actual work on the project 
was started during the summer of 
that year. May 26, 1935, the camp 
was dedicated and christened Camp 
Bobb. 

Each summer a period of camp is 
held for the scouts of Troop 62. The 
camp is well supervised and is under 
the guidance of well trained scout 
leaders. 

The two Eagle scouts Troop 62 has 
produced are Harold Kurtz and Har- 
ry Ketner. 

Troop 64 

Troop 64 was organized during the 
summer of 1928 and_ received its 
charter from the scout headquarters 
August 1st of that year. The troop 
was sponsored by the Christ Reform- 
ed church. Mr. Fred Swoope was the 
scoutmaster. 

Although comparatively small in 
number, scouts of Troop 64 were ac- 
tive in scouting, participating in all 
the council programs. 

John Perry succeeded Mr. Swoope 
as scoutmaster several years later. 
The troop, however, was fastly disin- 
tegrating and four years after its 
charter had been granted it ceased 
to exist. 

Troop 67 

Sponsored by the Church of the 
Brethren, Troop 67 was originally 
organized in September, 1928, with 


W. M. Bechtel as scoutmaster. He 
Was succeeded by James Holsinger. 
Toward the end of 1932 interest be- 
gan to wane and the troop disbanded 
early in 1933, only to be reorganized 
and reinstalled in the Blair-Bedford 
council Novy. 18, 1934. Joseph Long 
was chosen scoutmaster and so con- 
tinued until he entered medical col- 
lege sometime later. Following this 
William Metzker assumed the leader- 
ship and has served as scoutmaster 
for the past two years. 


Troop 67 has been very active in 
scout work and with the assistance of 
an alert committee has been very suc- 
cessful. Meetings are held in a spe- 
cial scout room in the basement of 
the church. 


General 


Taken as a whole Roaring Spring 
scout troops have a fine record of 
achievement. They have conducted 
general activities such as rallies, lo- 
cal camporees, courts of honor, first 
aid meets, scout circuses and swim- 
ming meets. The above activities, 
however, were made possible only by 
wide-awake troop committees and in- 
terested public spirited citizens to 
whom we owe a debt of gratitude. 

Several local troops have in the 
past collected and repaired toys for 
distribution on Christmas. When 
the Red Cross asked for volunteers to 
aid in the work of collecting money, 
food and clothing for stranded peo- 
ple during the St. Patrick’s Day flood 
of 1936, the scouts in this community 
responded to the call, eager to be of 
Service. 


Roaring Spring scouts were pres- 
ent at the Regional Jamboree held in 
Washington, D. C., in 1931, and at 
the more recent National Jamboree 
held in the same city in 1937. 

In June, 1932, the Blair-Bedford 
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camporee was held at Wilson’s Falls, 
just outside of Roaring Spring. 

Roaring Spring troops form a part 
of the Southern Blair district of the 
Blair--Bedford council. Mr. G. B. 
Replogle is president of the district, 
and Gerald Butler is the district com- 
missioner. 

Two local scouters, John Garber 


and Doyle Grace, have been awarded 
the scoutmaster’s key. Mr. Garber 
was assistant director for two years 
(1933-34), director for one year 
(1935) of Camp Shaffer, and was 


program director (1936) of Camp 
Anderson. Both Camp Shaffer and 
Camp Anderson are scout camps. 
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ROARING SPRING BANK 
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By the time the 15th birthday of OB. Miller, Royer Myers, J. E. Gorsuch, 


Roaring Spring as a corporate bor- 
cugh arrived, the need of a bank be- 
came evident to the business men of 
the town. Consequently Mr. Bare 
and a number of his close associates 
in the year 1902 established a private 
bank, which on January 1, 1935, was 
chartered a state institution. 

On August 26, 1902, Roaring 
Spring Bank opened for business with 
D. M. Bare as president and S. H. 
Cree, cashier. Among the first de- 
positors were Albert Marsden, John 


H. C. Lorenz, Mrs. Martha Eldon, J. 
M. Hite, Nicholas Clouse and D. M. 
Bare and Company. 


Mr. Bare was succeeded in the 
presidency by Mr. E. G. Bobb, who 
served until his death in 1933. He 
was succeeded by John Stern, who is 
the present cashier. Ivan E. Garver 
succeeded Mr. Bobb as president in 
1933 and still retains that office. 

The present capital of this bank is 
$50,000.00 and surplus $60,000.00. 
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The First National Bank afforded 
by Roaring Spring was crganized in 
January, 1923, and opened for busi- 
ness February 13 of the same year. 

Peter S. Duncan served this insti- 
tution as its first president and Jo- 
seph T. Wood its first cashier. Fran- 





cis Russ succeeded Mr. Wood as 
cashier and Peter S. Duncan, Jr., suc- 
ceeded his father as president, and 
kolds that office at this time. Ches- 
ter W. Querry is the present cashier. 
The capital of this bank is $50,000.00 
and surplus $25,500.00. 








Joseph Price astride the beautiful dappled gray horse, popularly. 
known as Judge and owned by Mr. E. G. Bobb. From 1901 to 1907 
this horse was groomed daily by the writer.—D.M.A. 





Rodman Mill 
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National (Barley) Hotel, which was located on the corner of Main 
and Spang streets, which has since been enlarged and brick-cased 








The famous wooden pump near National Hotel where for years 
hundreds of pioneer citizens and guests slaked their thirst. 
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Sarah E. Barley 
David K. Barley Frank P. Barley 
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The Eldon Inn (Bu 
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HOTELS 


he first hotel erected in Roaring 
Spring was built in 1865 by George 
Himes, uncle to J. F. Himes of Pop- 
lar street, and was called the Grant 
hotel, being named after General 
Grant. It is known’ today as the 
Barley hotel. 


The ground on which the Grant 
hotel was built was bought from the 
Spang heirs by Mr. Himes, who at 
the beginning of the year 1866 leased 
it to Job Spang, who conducted a li- 
cense house in it during the first sev- 
en months of the above year. At the 
end of that period, July 31, 1866, 
Mr. Spang gave his hotel equipment 
and $1,100.00 to his landlord, George 
Himes, for his homestead, the house 
which a number of years ago was 
moved back to the alley in order to 
make room for the Roaring Spring 
Theatre building. After this trans- 
action, Mr. Himes, the owner of the 
hotel, conducted a license house in 
it for the remaining five months of 
the year, 1866, after which he sold 
it to Daniel Hoover, for years bag- 
gagemaster on the passenger train of 
the Morrisons Cove branch of the 
Pennsylvania railroad. 


Mr. Hoover rented it to John Long, 
who also conducted a license house 


in it for some time. He was later 


O 


succeeded by William Hurley, who 
also applied for and secured license 
for a number of consecutive years. 

Mrs. Sarah E. Barley, the first 
person to conduct an _ unlicensed 
house in it, bought the building in 
1902 from the Daniel Hoover heirs, 
Mr. Hoover having changed its name 
to National hotel. It has since been 
known as the Barley house where for 
many years the Barleys provided de- 
sirable accommodations for the trav- 
eling public. 

In 1907, in order to provide an up- 
to-date hotel without a liquor license 
with a view to encouraging prohibi- 
tion in future years as well as at the 
time it was being considered, Messrs. 
D. M. Bare, E. G. Bobb, A. L. Gar- 
ver and William Eldon erected and 
equipped at a cost of $25,000.00 
what is known as the Eldon Inn, lo- 
cated on the corner of East Main 
and Girard streets. 

This modern, elaborately equipped 
structure was erected according to 
plans drawn by Prof. Hurlburt, arch- 
itect, who at the time was organist 
at Trinity M. E. Church. On _ its 
completion it was rented to Simon 
Kauffman, who for thirty years has 
provided very satisfactory service for 
those needing the accommodations of 
a first-class hotel. 
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MEMORIAL PARK 


In 1885 when the Spang Mansion 
‘arm came into the possession of D. 
M. Bare in contained a timber tract 
of eight or nine acres called 


“Sugar Grove,” located in the heart 
of what is now Roaring Spring. Soon 
after Mr. Bare bought it, he laid out 
and sold lots on Park avenue which 
were soon improved by erecting dwell- 
ings which have been the pride of the 
tewn. After the lots on Park avenue 
were all sold he had another street 
surveyed running parallel with Park 
evenue and staked off some more 
lots. However, Mr. Bare did not then 
offer any for sale for the reason that 
he had become impressed with the 
idea that the town ought to own this 
grove. At that time, though, he did 
not feel like donating it to the town, 
neither did he think the town would 
buy it, at least not then. Soon after 
this Dr. Nason bought several acres 
off the southwest side of the grove 
ov which he erected his splendid resi- 
dence. Grove street was laid out 
between Main and Locust streets 
some time after Dr. Nason’s purchase 
of this property. 

This reduced the original Sugar 
Grove to about three and one-fourth 
acres and this remained for some 
years a sort of “No Man’s Land” or 
in another sense, a public commons, 
free to everybody. 

However, during 1917, Mr. Bare de- 


the. 
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cided that the time had come to make 
some disposition of it, and in order to. 
place it in some organization whose 
life would be perpetual, he offered to 
donate it, free of any charge, to the 


school board, to be held in trust for 
the citizens of the town. The pur- 
pose of the grant is stated in the deed 
as follows, “The object and intent of 
the grantor in making this convey- 
ance being to give the people of the 
Borough of Roaring Spring a pleasant 
place for recreation and rest and. to 
provide a place for children to play 
uiider proper regulations and over- 
sight; and it being an express condi- 
tion of this deed as well as a part of 
the consideration therefore that the 
grantee hold and maintain the above 
described parcel of land for those pur- 
poses; and further it is also an ex- 
press condition of this deed that the. 
said grantee have the ground pre- 
pared for the use intended and make 
such regulations for the proper con- 
duct of the same-and such provisions 
fer financial support as from time to 
time may become necessary for its 
proper upkeep and supervision.” 
The school directors took charge 
of the property in 1918, and employed 
a landscape gardener, who laid the 
park out in walks with a main drive- 
way through it and provided also a 
tennis court and a children’s play 
ground. During the summers of 1918 
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and 1919 the work could not be done 
as rapidly as had been expected on 
account of the scarcity of labor, but 
by the close of the summer of 1919 


the improvements had been practical- 
ly completed and a fine evergreen 
hedge planted along the whole south- 
east side of the park. 

A number of citizens in the year 
1919 decided to erect a monument 
in honor of the soldiers of Roaring 


Spring and Taylor township, who were 
engaged in the World war. A suit- 
able location in this park was agreed 
upon and a monument, costing $2,100 
was erected. The monument was 
finally dedicated with appropriate 
ccremonies on December 13, 1919. 
The structure is a_ splendid piece 
of workmenship and is a credit to the 
liberality of the community and a 
Suitable and permanent memorial to 
the veterans of the Worid War. 
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In 1931, several young boys, in- 
terested in singing, asked Dr. Wm. F. 
S. Yates to try to organize a glee club 
of boys, which after much thought 
was done. 

Thirty-four boys, ranging in age 
from 13 to 16, started rehearsing and 
soon developed so rapidly that out-of- 
town concerts were arranged, which 
the boys took to as professionals. 
Plaudits were heard on every side, in 
every town or city in which they per- 
formed, and finally they got an audi- 
tion to broadcast over station KDKA 
in Pittsburgh, which was followed the 
next season by an invitation from the 
Same station to give another pro- 
gram. 

Rehearsals went on, and then the 
director got the idea that he would 
like to take the boys to Chicago, the 


World’s Fair in 1934. Of course, the 
idea was laughed at by many, but with 
persistence, the boys won out, got the 
opportunity, and left for Chicago in 


August, 1934, where they spent four 
happy days, singing each day or ey- 
ening and covered themselves with 
laurels. After this trip, things seem- 
ed to die down, naturally, but the 
Bobb Memorial Glee Club has since 
reorganized under new ““‘by-laws,”’ 
and the boys, now men, are getting 
to work with renewed energy and 1n- 
Spiration. They do ask, however, the 
support of the hometown people, and 
that support is rightly deserved, for 
you may go where you will and yeu 
will not be able to find a group such 
as the BOBB MEMORIAL GLEE 
CLUB. 








GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY MARCH 


Golden Anniversary Wack . We rey pee 








Of thee we gladly sing, 

Our home, Oh! Roaring Spring, 
Where’er we rove thruout the Cove 
Our footsteps back we wing. 

Our mill and factory grand, 

Are known thru all the land; 

And great or small, we welcome all 
And sing of Roaring Spring. 

With grim determined faith, 

Our fathers settled here. DR. WILLIAM F. S. YATES 


bia, art eeetey ace rc ae all the land may hear, who composed the Golden Anniversary 


That we could have this place. march, and who organized and directs 
And now we salute the land the Bobb Memorial Glee Club. 


That’s lived thru God’s good grace. 
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Bobb Memorial Glee Club as it appeared in 1934, at the time the 
boys sang at the World’s Fair in Chicago. Front row, left to right: 
Edwin Ellmore, accompanist, Clayton Bassler, Harold Gates. Cla‘- 
Swoope, Dean McAuliffe, Glenn Rhodes, Larry Stuard, Jack Hamm, 
Cloyd Elias; Second row, left to right: David Longenecker, Kenneth 
Heuston, Willis Gates, George Baker, Robert Moore, Charles Nice- 
wonger, Merrill Raugh, Harry Hite, Edwin Nicodemus, Harry Wert- 
man, Harold Mauk; Back row, left to right: Herbert Wertman, Dean 
Burket, Garwood Holsinger, Walter Miller, William Robinson, John- 
son Brenneman, F. Bobb Garver, J. Russell Barley, Vance Myers and 
Thomas Marsden 
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YATES STUDIO 


INTERIOR VIEW 
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GAOLO GAYE 


BARE MEMORIAL CHOIR 





Standing: David Longenecker, Russell Gates, Max Baker, John Gates, 
J. Garwood Holsinger, Hugh R. Lobb, Jr., Edwin Nicodemus, Calvin 
Ebersole, Clarence Hoover. Seated: Mrs. Marion Smallwood, Anna 
Kensinger, Edythe Hamm-Martin, Margaret Carper, Mrs. Leslie 
Green, Kathryn Gates, Mrs. Elmer Burket. Helen Gates, Margie 
Dick, Cora Smaltz, Mrs. Lois Myers, Mrs. Russell Gates. 
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CGIYL’O 


EAST SHARPSBURG BAND 





Reading left to right: C. E. Yingling, W. F. Kyle, Milton Shaffer, 
Robert Stroup, E. B. Umbower, Blair Snowberger, J. P. Martin, 
George F. Pollard, David Teeter, H. C. Rice, John Butler, Jerry 
Earlenbaugh and A. E. Ayers. — Members of the band who were 
absent: G. M. Lynn, E. G. Hoover, Clarence Wilson and Harry Ritz. 
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FIREMEN’S BAND 
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Reading from left to right—Top row: Arthur Hall, Chas. Hess, Oder 
Burket, Homer Yingling, Dutch Myers, Arthur McWade, Bert Mc. 
Auliffe, Edward Hall, Ira L. Dick, Frank Curfman. Second row: 
Levi Albright, Calvin Ebersole, Warren Zook, Roy Hileman, Elvin 
Stonerook, John Zook, Harvey Hamm, Frank McDermitt, Sherwood 
Coppersmith, William Albright, Elvy Croft (Director). Seated: Nor- 
man Fox, King Raugh, Charley Hall, William Replogle, Thaddeus 
Quarry, William Gates, Frank Bobb, Aden Coppersmith, Howard 
Pote, Harvey Smith. Sitting on ground: Stanley VanDreau, 
Ramond Smith 


GAWL’O 





Left to right: Cloyd Fluke, Leslie: Green Russell Gates; Herbert 
McAuliffe, Oder Burket, and Fred Swoope, accompanist 
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LOCAL BAND 
) 
By C. D. Green 
In the summer of 1882 some of the the next meeting they received 


citizens of Taylor township, of which 
Roaring Spring was a part, having 
about 800 population at that time, 
thought Roaring Spring ought to have 
a band. So Dr. A. S. Stayer, Edward 
Hair, E. Z. Kagarise of Roaring 
Spring; Calvin Yingling, Harlan Slick, 
Frank Kyle of East Sharpsburg, took 


the matter in hand. In a short time 
they raised money enough to pur- 
chase the necessary horns from Pep- 
per of Philadelphia. The drums 
they had, the property of the drum 
corps. 


When the horns arrived a meeting 
was called, which took place in Hair’s 
drug store where an organization was 
effected as follows: Dr. Stayer, presi- 
dent; Ed. Hair, secretary and treas- 
urer, and Calvin Yingling, leader. The 
latter owned a cornet and had some 
experience at that time. They then 
engaged the services of a Mr. Filer 
from Altoona as teacher at $5.00 a 
lesson and asked for volunteers for 
membership of the band at $10.00 en- 
trance fee, also asking those wishing 
to become members to be present at 
the meeting on the following week. 


There was not much of a rush the 
first week, as the $10.00 fee was the 
draw back. Most of those who de- 
sired to become members were only 
making $1.00 per day. However, at 


enough applicants to take up all the 
instruments and organized a band of 
12 members, the writer being one of 
them. This being fall, winter came 
on, and the band practiced during the 
winter. When spring came we made 
our first appearance on the street. On 
the following Memorial Day we led 
the parade in the forenoon and at 
Sharpsburg in the afternoon. They 
held quite a lot of festivals during 
the summer, and the following win- 
ter bought a few more horns and in- 
creased the band to 14 members, 


Reed instruments were rare in 
bands at that time. We had one 
clarinet. But here is where we had 
our first reverse. Sharpsburg having 
the majority of members they thought 
the band ought to be at Sharpsburg. 
We thought not. The result was that 
Sharpsburg members withdrew and 
organized a band of their own, and 
left us without cornet players. This 
was a hard problem to solve, but we 
did not give up. 

About that time one of the Sharps- 
burg members moved to Roaring 
Spring and stayed in our band. He 
happened to be a cornet player. At 
this time David Gates, wishing to be- 
come a member of the band, was giv- 
en the lead cornet. In a short time 
he, without a leader, became a mas- 
ter of the cornet and was appointed 
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leader of the band. His brother, Wil- 
liam, also became a member. We 
purchased several new horns, and 
several young men came to town who 
had horns of their own. Finally we 
had instruments of our own, and 
effected a band much stronger than 
Sharpsburg. In the spring of 1884 
the bands turned out on Memorial 
Day, in homemade uniforms, in com- 
petition at Roaring Spring in the 
forenoon and at Sharpsburg in the 
afternoon. 

At this time Dr. Stayer left Roar- 
ing Spring. He was missed as he was 
a great supporter of the band. But 
by this time the band was fairly able 
to support itself. The following 
spring it had increased to 18 mem- 
bers. J. M. Hite became interested 
and gave us permission to practice in 
the stock room of his cabinet shop 
at no cost. His two boys, Grant 
and Sherm, became members of the 
band, both furnishing their own horns. 
It was then we considered purchasing 
uniforms and several festivals were 
held to get a little money together 
and 18 uniforms were ordered. In a 
short time we got notice from the ex- 
press agents that our uniforms were 
at the station marked C. 0. D. As we 
did not have enough money to lift 
them, J. M. Hite came to the rescue 


and advanced us_ the _ necessary 
amount. Hence we were fitted out 
with new uniforms for Memorial Day. 
Later in the summer we had the pic- 
ture taken shown elsewhere in this 
book. 

We had many engagements during 
the following years, many times in 
Altoona and at county fairs at Del 
Delight. The Roaring Spring band was 
looked upon as one of the leading 
bands in the county. However, it had 
many obstacles to overcome. It re- 
quired money to keep it up. How- 
ever, we struggled through until some 
of the members left the town and our 
leader was compelled to give it up. 

Some of the business men of the 
town opposed the band, saying it was 
too much money to spend uselessly 
and would not support it. So in 1896 
we gave it up and disbanded, with 
only three of the first members hold- 
ing out until the end, namely, R. J. 
Murphy, Alex. Gates and the writer. 
Roaring Spring had several good 
bands since then, but of short dura- 


tion. 


The writer is glad he had the 
experience he had in these years. It 
required hard work, effort and sacri- 
fice to keep a band together, but he 
looks back on those years with pleas- 
ant recollections. 
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MURRAY-APPLEMAN POST DRUM 
AND BUGLE CORPS 





In 1931 there was organized in 
Roaring Spring one of the most out- 
standing musical organizations of the 
town. This organization is none oth- 


er than our state champion in class 
“B’’ drum and bugle corps. 
The achievements of this organi- 


0 





zation have been heralded far and 
wide, and it is known today as the 
outstanding corps in this section of 
the state. 

Following is a summary of the con- 
tests into which they have entered, 
points received, rating earned and 
prize money collected: 


YEAR 1933 

Date Place Points Rating Prize 
June 8 Tally, Par 84.95 First $20.00 
June 15 Portage, Pa. 94.50 First 20.00 
June 16 Altoona, Pa. 83.25 First 20.00 
Tune 28 South Fork, Pa. 91.50 Third 10.00 
July 3 Everett, Pa. Sils First 25.00 
July 4 Claysburg, Pa. (Reay, 
July 6 Nanty-Glo, Pa. 89. Second 10.00 
july 28 Tyrone, Pa. 86.91 Fourth 25.00 
Pere sD Shade Gap, Pa. 85. Second 40.00 
Aug. 9 Cresson, Pa. 81. Second 40.00 
Aug. 18 Windber, Pa. 97.84 First 35.00 
Aug. 30 me WL Re 88.10 First 50.00 
Aug. 31 Burnside, Pa. 81.83 Second 20.00 
Sept. 7 Bedford, Pa. 85.63 Third 30.00 
Sept. 14 Hollidaysburg, Pa. 94.25 Second 60.00 
Sept. 15 Huntingdon, Pa. 94.40 First 100.00 

Average 88.40 
YEAR 1934 

May 5 Winchester, Va. 91. Third 50.00 
June 8 Windber, Pa. 92.50 Second 35.00 
June 15 Altoona, Pa. 90.65 Third 75.00 
June 21 Portage, Pa. 92.83 First 75.00 
July 4 Martinsburg, Pa. 50.00 
July. 20 Johnstown, Pa. 89.95 Second 50.00 





Sept. 


Sept. 


Sept. 


Sept. 


June 
June 
July 
July 
July 
July 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


Sept. 


June 
June 
July 
July 
July 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


June 
July 
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27 
28 
3 
9 
28 
13 
4 
31 
4 
21 
12 
28 


Tyrone, Pa. 87.75 Second 
Hastings, Pa. 95.10 First 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 92.80 First 
Si MR. 93.81 First 
Gallitzin, Pa. 92.40 Second 
Bedford, Pa. 87.38 First 
Shade Gap, Pa. 84.13 First 
Barnesboro, Pa. 95.19 First 
Emporium, Pa. 84.38 Third 
McConnellsburg, Pa. 93.70 First 
Bellwood, Pa. 93.28 First 
Everett, Pa. 89.48 Second 
Average 90.85 
YEAR 1935 
Altoona, Pa. 94.03 First 
Portage, Pa. 92.10 First 
Claysburg, Pa. 83.67 First 
Hastings, Pa. 93.80 First 
Johnstown, Pa. 94.95 Third 
Tarentum, Pa. 97.76 Fifth 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 80.95 First 
Gallitzin, Pa. 94.00 First 
S. M. R. 90.07 First 
Cresson, Pa. 96.80 Second 
Bedford, Pa. 87.43 First 
McConnellsville, Pa, 95.00 First 
Average 91.71 
YEAR 1936 
Altoona, Pa. 95.20 First 
Emporium, Pa. (Guar.) 
Osceola, Pa. 93.42 First 
Claysburg, Pa. 93.08 First 
Gallitzin, Pa. 97.00 Third 
S. M. R. 87.75 First 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 91.5 Second 
Johnstown, Pa. 85.5 First 
State Champions, Class “B”’ 
Hastings, Pa. 96.45 First 
Bedford, Pa. 89.40 First 
McConnellsburg, Pa. 90.00 First 
Average 91.00 
YEAR 1937 
Altoona, Pa, 95.00 First 
Claysburg, Pa. 91.90 First 


$150.00 — 
75.00 
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Six Mile Run, Pa. 9145 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 91.55 
Mork sPas {he Clase 95.85 
Bedford, Pa. 91.45 


McConnellsburg, Pa. 95.50 


Parades 
Oceola Mills, Pa. 
Bellwood, Pa. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 


f 9 F, 
van 


First’ 


First 
First 
First 
First 


Second 
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THE GOOD WILL QUARTET 


March 3, 1937 several members of 
the News force voluntarily formed a 


quartette for the purpose of: furnish- 
ing vocal music on the occasion of 
the funeral of Mrs. D. M. Adams, 
wife of the editor of that paper. As 
the result of the many favorable 
comments on the music which they 
rendered, one of the members, Mr. 
Blair G. Snyder, circulation manager 
of The Cove News, conceived the idea 
of organizing a permanent quartette 
composed of members of The Cove 
News force. This organization was 
effected April 9, 1937 and is consti- 
tuted of the following persons: Blair 
G. Snyder, first tenor; Galen Snyder, 
second tenor; Kenneth Miller, bari- 
tone, and J. R. Barley, bass. 


Mr. Snyder, as already stated is 
circulation manager of The Cove 
News; Mr. Barley, foreman of The 
Cove News. The remaining two 
members are local reporters for the 
paper. Referring to their official ca- 


pacity, J. Russell Barley is president; 
Galen Snyder, secretary and Kenneth 
Miller treasurer. The founder of the 
organization, Mr. Blair Snyder, is 
director and business manager. 

From its very incipiency the 
services of this quartette met with 
popular favor. As a matter of fact, 
they found it impossible to respond 
to all the calls which they received. 

It was not the purpose of this or- 
ganization to financially profit by 
their services, their primary desire 
being to spread good will throughout 
the circulating area of The Cove 
News, a thing which they accomplish- 
ed wherever they appeared, which in- 
cluded points in Blair, Bedford and 
Somerset counties. 

This Good Will quartette continued 
to function with marked success until 
July 6th of the same year when its 
director was suddenly taken ill. As 
an organization it remains intact, 
hopefully waiting for the complete 
and speedy recovery of its director. 
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GAYL’O CAYL7O 


SONS OF VETERANS 





Back row, left to right: George Hanley, Harry Roush, Horace Hanley, 
Abe Hite, Joe Price, Sam Hanley, Harry Price, Josiah Hite, B. Price, 
Joe Wood, Harry Berkheimer, John Nofsker. 

Front row, standing: Emory Garber, Joe Carpenter, Emory Price, 
George Heuston, Ed Price, Lloyd Shaffer, David Lynn, Charles Gar- 
ber, Chas. Berkheimer, Enoch Snyder, Russell Barclay, George Lear. 
Kneeling: Leo A. Garber, Arthur J. McWade. 


CLIGNSS CAT RSSD 





PQWL QRAVYL7 


P. OVS. OF A. 





Top row, left to right: Miles Helsel, E. G. Carper, Harry Green, 
Joseph Price, Andrew Shoenfelt, George Himes, John Eshelman, 





, Peter Clapper 
Front row: David Smith, Levi Miller, Howard Smith, Wesley Price, 
Jerry Reffner, Frank Slick 
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CIVIL WAR VETERANS 





Front row, left to right: Jacob Ridenour, John Garber, David Car- 
penter, Mart Wareham. Second row: Jack McIlnay, George Thomas, 
John Cullison, Henry Thomas, Daniel Dick. Third row: William 
Snyder, Thomas Bookheimer, David Shoeman, David Gilliland. 
row: John Butler, William Heuston, William Lear, John Bookheimer. 


Top 
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JOHN I. NOBLE 
First Worshipful Master of Woodbury 
Lodge No. 539, F. and A. M. 


CAT ISDS CAP OAISSD 
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FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Grand Army of the Republic 


Lieut. H. N. Lower Post, No. 82, 
G. R. R., Department of Pennsylva- 
nia, was constituted Nov. 17, 1881. 
The same has since been disorganized. 


Model Lodge, No. 856, I. O. O. F. 


Model Lodge No. 856, I. O. O. F., 
was constituted October 30, 1873. 

The present officers are as follows: 
Noble grand, Archibald Thompson; 
vice grand, Kenneth Heuston; secre- 
tary, H. C. Curfman; treasurer, C. 
D. Green; representative to Grand 
Lodge, C. D. Green. 


John I. Noble Encampment, No. 269, 
I. O. O. F. 


John I. Noble . Encampment No. 
269; I. O. O. F., was constituted at 
Roaring Spring, Pa., June 7, 1886. 

The present officers are as follows: 
C. D. Green, chief patriarch; R. H. 
Barclay, senior warden; L. A. Gar- 
ber, junior warden; W. H. Rhines, 
treasurer; W. C. Curfman, scribe. 


Washington Camp No. 130, P. O. S. 
of A. 

Washington Camp No. 130, P. O. 
S. of A. was constituted Nov. 22, 
1887. 

The present officers are as follows: 


10) 


Howard Albright, president; Harry 
L. Burket, vice president; EH. E. Hart- 
man, recording secretary; Chester 
Albright, financial secretary; George 
Burke, treasurer. 


Lieut. D. M. Butler Camp No. 254, 
Sons of the Union Veterans 


Lieut. D. M. Butler Camp No. 254, 
Sons of the Union Veterans, U. S. A,, 
was constituted November 5, 1898. 

The present officers are as follows: 
Joseph Carpenter, commander; Geo. 
Burke, senior vice commander; S. 
H. Garber, junior vice commander; 
L. A. Garber, treasurer; Emory C. 
Garber, secretary. 


Modern Woodmen of America 


Modern Woodmen of America was 
constituted October 8, 1915, in I. O. 
O. F. Hall, by Deputy Head Counsel 
H. H. Walburn, of Millersburg, Pa. 
This order has since been disorgan- 
ized. 


Winona Rebekah Lodge No. 174, 
I. O. O. F. 


Winona Rebekah Lodge No. 174, 
I. O. O. F., was constituted Septem- 
ber 22, 1888. 

The present officers are as follows: 
Mrs. Margaret Reed, N. G.; Mrs. 
Lyman Reffner, vice grand; Miss Le- 
na Ayers, secretary; Miss Cora 
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Smaltz, treasurer; Mrs. Harry Thomp- 
son, past noble grand. 


Roaring Spring Castle No. 208, 
K. G. E. 


Roaring Spring Castle No. 208, 
Knights of the Golden Eagle, was 
constituted June 19, 1901. The same 
has since been discontinued. 


P. O. of A. 


The present officers of the Patriotic 
Order of America are as follows: 
Mrs. Nancy Ebersole, president; Pearl 
Emeigh, vice president; Florence 
Bowers, treasurer; Mabel Berkheimer, 
secretary; Mrs. Roy Marsden, re- 
cording secretary. 


Junior Order of United American 


Mechanics 


The Roaring Spring Council No. 
494, Junior Order of United Ameri- 
can Mechanics, was instituted Novem- 
ber 25, 1930. R. C. Plunket was the 
first councilor. 


Present officers include: Counsel- 
lor, C. M. Ebersole; secretary, E. G. 
Carper; treasurer, Jacob Feathers; 
financial secretary, Elvin Yingling, 
and Warden, Walter McKnight. 


—— 


Woodbury Lodge No. 539, F. & A. M. 


Woodbury Lodge No. 539, Free 
and Accepted Masons, the only Ma- 
sonic lodge in Morrisons Cove, was 
constituted in Woodbury, April 19, 
1875, and met regularly there for 12 
years. A movement was then _start- 
ed to have the lodge moved to Roar- 
ing Spring, due to the fact that it 


was located more in the center of the 
Cove. This proposal was approved 
by the membership of the lodge and 
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on December 27, 1887 the lodge was 
moved to Roaring Spring, although 
the name remained unchanged. 


When the lodge was organized 
there were 14 members, residing in 
Woodbury and adjoining communi- 
ties. Among that number were two 
physicians and one minister. The 
personnel of the membership then 
was as follows: 


Woodbury—William H. Clouse, 
Abram Beckhoefer, David F. Keagy, 
Dr. John G. Ake, George B. Dough- 
erty, Christian W. Allen, Rev. John 
W. Cleaver, Jacob Brenneman and 
John §S. Hetrick. 


Waterside—John Irvine Noble, Jo- 
seph E. Noble, John Grove and 
George Steele. 


New Enterprise—Dr. Charles Long. 

The charter lodge had the follow- 
ing officers: John I. Noble, worship- 
ful master; John Grove, senior war- 
den; William H. Clouse, junior war- 
den; Abram S. Beckhoefer, treasur- 
er; David F. Keagy, secretary. The 
first worshipful master, John I. No. 
ble, came from a prominent family in 
the southern end of the Cove. His 
brother, Joseph E. Noble, was also a 
charter member. 


Woodbury lodge has been served 
by 60 worshipful masters in the 62 
years since it was organized. The 
first six have long since passed away. 
J. B. Beckhoefer, an aged resident 
and formerly one of the leading mer- 
chants of Woodbury, who is far. in 
his eighties, is the oldest living past 
master, and likewise the oldest liv- 
ing member. He served while the 
lodge was still in Woodbury back in 
1883. 


Samuel A. Hamilton is the second 
oldest surviving past master. He 
served in 1890 soon after the lodge 
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was moved to Roaring Spring. He 
was the station agent at Roaring 
Spring at that time. 

Following is a list of those mem- 
bers who have served as worshipful 
master of the local lodge: 


ODI SEND DIGS: Aes bre dees 1875-1876 
MUTA M STOVER A 520i ofocatis. Chlleit iy late 1877 
NYP POOMOUSE 5 eres ee 1878-1882 
Davin Pen me eaey (ie sls 1879 
vyoseph; Ket Noble. .i.e. 2. 1880-1887 
Whaseecones MiDi oc. aed aes 1881 
yrs eeckhoefer 2. oo. uc sea 1883 
Pei Derkneimer >.) abekct ok 1884 
Par remwW eG ellio: sina ogee vie 1885 
PAOLO CL hits Sel alcue ee ls ow 1886 
Amero raver, Mi Diveerds . aii. 1888 
pemteemaioraithy', &.)25 asleeuice. 1889 
pamucleAs Hamilton’ ..4.00)idi eis S 1890 
SUMNER ELATT ¢ weeks uere ound 2 Rafe cd 1891 
WV a eae BENG COGEMUS \ct wetise’ aveh Selec 1892 
seme iter MLOS er ai.. Wi Oa hate bihve «dia 1893 
ME AU IL INAT ,..¢b2) ee Te oeyek 1894 
Selcirtre EL ONILY bt ens dines. tk See Ds 1895 
tic 00" 1 SLi see ce oe ee 1896 
PAC OPIS ASAFISE }rii. tied. bbe 1897 
pate armoenbauelr ). boric. 1898 
mesos INO INO. rcy,' eta ye, 1899 
Dieser tebet.x, SG). iets ot 1900 
DWoeeseeNason, MiuDeiiis..s cele 1901 
Pee Lt A GANS Vi a: sete ls bias 1903 
PARC TNS: PAVGLS Let oleate. weeds. 6 1902 
CeEEMITOWE Ghd.’ cous MiG 1904 
manners stephens’) sexe. vi e.. 1906 
Sembee WlarTin |, Saeko es ee 1905 
SORAR AV CD Ox, Me Deri a Se 1908 
MSE AVV ey LGA UII Gon aks eater 1907 
ee VES ES OPID Vibes otedsldbanethl ie? 1909 
PV eesSOLSeT es Ul, bas eleleee ec 1910 
PsP ROOTING «sb sts Gees deheic 1911 
Lawrence P. Swoope ......... 1912 
Pere bUreet iA oi slice diate 1913 
Wirureeocrnesser ie ae | 1914 
PHerpert.sr McAuliffe: 2%)! 1915 
PIGUEL eM EIIOSO) 5) 5 vice CNCEle ahs. c 1916 
Sgalsbin (OSGSI TE rt Wee eh Rae ean ene 1917 


‘ 
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Ivan Mi Garverraic. oo ee ee 1918 
Russel> By -Garver:.. eee 1919 
CHirver Kurtz... oe ee 1920 
Predsd: \WoOo0ds) o. sees eee 1921 
He Norman Hox oracles eee 1922 
Josepiy el, Waddie. fee elena 1923 
Herbert; SisBolger =. ee 1924 
Jonn Gs iléG ear keen ee aes 1925 
Nathan 'G:’ Horner’. oe ee 1926 
WirrHarold’ Bolger so22 00 Cee 193% 
WilllameG.. McGee...) . coe. 1928 
L. Courtney Bolger .......... 1929 
William@erpasslen soe oe oto 19320 
OCPrhdwin. Garoetid.) sane 1931 
Bredvla Swoopenn. sec cisco ok 1932 
Ralphs By Kauffman os. ae ee 1933 
David) Me: Wareliam: 2. .2 oc. 1934 
CiyderO. .Blackie.. sor 5 ee 1935 
Harryebe Henry one. 1936 
Wii Bechtelifat wins sie aa 1937 


* Deceased 

The present officers of the lodge 
are as follows: W. Michael Bechtel, 
worshipful master; M. Clair Lingen- 
felter, senior warden; Clare S. Kauff- 
man, junior warden; John E. Stern, 
P. M., treasurer; C. Edwin Garber, P. 
M., secretary. Trustees, Ivan E. Gar- 
ver, P2M., .H.0 Norman.Fox, Pie Ms 
Herbert S. Bolger, P. M. Represen- 
tative in Grand Lodge, Harry E. Hen- 
rye 

Appointed officers—Emory A. Pote, 
chaplain; Howard A. Hoover, senior 
deacon; Roy E. Brumbaugh, junior 
deacon; Lester E. Green, senior mas- 
ter of ceremonies; Harry S. Albright, 
junior master of ceremonies; S. Clair 
Umbower, pursuivant; Blaine Butler, 
tyler; Fred J. Wood, P. M., Paul A. 
Martin, stewards. 

Roaring Spring Chapter No. 121, 

Order of the Eastern Star 

Early in the year of 1912 a group 
of people from Roaring Spring peti- 
tioned the Grand Chapter of Penn- 
sylvania Order of Eastern Stars, for 
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» charter for a lodge to be located in 
Roaring Spring. This charter was 
granted on April 10, 1912, and the 
Roaring Spring Chapter No. 121 was 
constituted in the I. O. O. F. Hall on 
that date by Adeline W. Barnes of 
Pittsburgh. J. Warren Massey of 
Philadelphia, Reta A. Mills of Harris- 
burg, assisted by officers from the 
Delphi Chapter in Altoona. 

The following elective officers were 
installed, together with the appoint- 
ive officers: Worthy matron, Clara 
M. Fluke; worthy patron, Lawrence 
P. Swope; associate matron, Frances 
W. Mock; grand matron, Adeline W. 
Barnes; grand patron, J. Morris Mas- 
sey; grand secretary, Rota A. Miller. 


The following persons were char- 
ter members of the lodge at the time 
it was constituted: Anna McAuliffe, 
Annie M. Woods, Loretta Wood, Mc- 
Kendre. P. Rohrback, Lola McAuliffe, 
Martha W.. Berkheimer, Gertrude 
Gorsuch, George B. Brewster, Ethel 
S. Craig. Clara B, Garver, Pearl 
Green Burket. Elizabeth Myers, Gol- 
dah Burket, Anna Swove, Elizabeth 
G. Bobb, Lawrence P. Swope, Nettie 
Berkheimer. Joseph T. Wood, Kath- 
ryn Bussard, Frank W. Berkheimer, 
Frances W. Mock, Margaret E. Mock, 
Clara W. Fluke, Elsie B. Wallace, 
Alfareta Lambert and Roy A. Lam- 
bert,.. ; 


The lodge prospered and the mem- 
bership has now reached and passed 
the 150 mark. The lodge has the dis- 
tinction of having received 10 ap- 
pointments from the Grand Chapter 
of Pennsylvania. 


The present elective officers are 
Ida E. Diehl, worthy matron; Marian 
G. Burket, associate matron; Frances 
Robinson, secretary; Alice T. Steph- 
ens, treasurer; Mary E. Gates, con- 
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ductress, and Myra D. Burket, assist- 
ant conductress. 


Murray-Appleman Post 


Following is a brief but interesting 
historical sketch of the career of Mur- 
ray-Appleman Post No. 147, Ameri- 
can Legion: 

December 12, 1922, a mass meet- 
ing of all the veterans of the World 
War residing in Roaring Spring and 
vicinity was called to convene at the 
office of Lorenz & Wike on Main 
street for the purpose of organizing 
an American Legion post. 

Donald G. Howard and Paul Kuhn 
of the Charles R. Rowan post No. 
228, of. Altoona, were among those 
present. At this meeting temporary 
officers were elected as follows: J. 
R. Wike, commander, and Charles S. 
Stephens, adjutant. 

A motion was made and carried 
unanimously that a post be organized 
in Roaring Spring and that the name 
be the Murray-Appleman Post. 

An application was made for a 
charter bearing the signatures of 
the following veterans: J. R. Wike 
C. S. Stephens, R. B. Kauffman, 
George L.. Horner, F'. Jv Wood) G. 
S. Albright, J. V. Pote, E. B. My- 
ers, L. O. Burket, W. L. Hair, Harry 
Albright, Jack Eckman, Blair Hart- 
man, John Curry, S. M. Morgart, J. 
F.. Stonerook and Robert Riley. 


A month later, January 11, 1923, 
the first regular monthly meeting 
was called to convene and the follow- 
ing officers were elected: J. R. Wike, 
commander; L. O. Burket, first vice 
commander; Julius V. Pote, second 
vice commander; Charles S. Steph- 
ens, adjutant; Dewey S. Hayes, ser- 
geant-at-arms; Ralph Kauffman, fi 
nance officer; F. J. Wood, historian; 
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Harold Morgart, chaplain. Those on 
the executive committee were George 
L. Horner, W. H. Hair, Oren S. Cow- 
an, Frank Stonerook, W. L. Grounds, 


EK. B. Myers, Tom Hamilton, Park 
Ferry and John Curry. 


The post held its meetings at vari- 
ous times in the Firemen’s Hall, I. O. 
O. F. Hall, Brumbaugh building, and 
the Theatre building, prior to the 
erection of the present American 
Legion Home located on the corner 
of Poplar and Cemetery streets. 

Finally, in April, 1926, the post 
purchased the Harker lot and dwell- 
ing on which is now located the 
American Legion Home and Com- 
munity building. 

Architectural plans for a legion 
home were submitted March 29, 
1932, by the firm of Hunter and 
Caldwell. Ground was broken for 
the new edifice that same year and 


the building was completed early in 
1933. 


The lot adjoining the legion home 
was donated by the post to the school 
board for the purpose of erecting a 
community building, which was com- 
pleted and dedicated February 25, 
1938. 


A Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron was organized February 2, 
1934, which is sponsored by the post. 

The past commanders of the post 
are: J. R. Wike, George L. Horner, 
Fred J. Wood, J. W. McMillen, Geo. 
B. Replogle, Roy McGinnis and John 
EK. Parry. The present commander 
is W. H. Heuston. 

Deceased members of the post are 
as follows: George E. Emeigh, Har- 
ry E. Myers, Calvin L. Glass, James 
Dively, Henry Butler and Francis 
Bennett. 
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The following constitute the pres- 
ent membership: 

Harry Reffner, Roy Delozier, Roy 
McGinnis, John Parry, W. H. Heus- 
ton, George Burke, Clarence Lauer, 
Lyman Reffner, F. J. Wood, Jake 
Yingling, Roy Yingling, Charles O. 
McCown, J. V. Pote, John H. Clap- 
per, C. S. Albright, Peter Regas, I. 
E. Garver, John A. Whitman, Jack 
Eckman, Allen Helsel. 


Sam Morgart, Jerry Mentzer, Day- 
id Mentzer, George L. Horner, Harry 
Albright, George B. Replogle, Her- 
man Furry, L. O. Burket, Charles 
Hiney, Jr., John Curry, Tom Hamil- 
ton, Francis Garber, W. L. Grounds; 
Roy Black, Victor Lane, Charles §S. 
Stephens, W. L. Hair, J. F. Stone- 
rook, Clyde Walters, William Furry, 
Martin Barley, W. C. Replogle, Landis 
Yingling. 

Abram Barley, Blair Hartman, 
Claude Snider, E. W. Myers, Park 
Ferry, Elmer Myers, George A. Sul- 
livan, Robert Riley, C. E. Saylor, 
Arch Lykens, Sherman Hanley, G. 
H. Bridenbaugh, A. H. Tipton, R. B. 
Kauffman, Sam P. Snyder, J. M. 
Greaser, B. A. Long, Ed Butler, Jr., 
John Acker, Vernon D. Leasure. 


Plank Myers, Sam Ober, Chas. Me- 
Pherson, J. W. Hershberger, Ellis 
Gates, Lynford Beard, James Helsel, 
Guy Mock, Chester Hoover, Irvin 
Baker, Elmer L. Burket, Hobart Dick, 
Harry Snyder, Leroy Stotler, L. W. 
Greene, Lee Over, Chas. Fletcher, 
Ed 8S. Attig, R. E. Serafford, Chas. 
McGraw, W. A. Bassler. 


Charles Geist, Oren S. Cowen, W. 
E. Troutman, Herman Rhodes, Marsh- 
all Dickens, Gilbert Helsel, Irvin 
Keith, George Ross, Eldon Butler, 
J. R. Wike, Robert Leonard, B. J. 
Williams, William Williams, H. M. 
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Long, Joe Miller, W. R. Flough, Guy 
M. Vicars, Hobert Longenecker, Ber- 
man Hartman, Freeman Coppersmith, 
Andrew Henry. 


Legion Auxiliary 

A meeting of the mothers, daugh- 
ters, sisters and wives of men who 
had served in the World War was 
held at the home of Mrs. Jesse R. 
Wike on Nov. 15, 1928, and the La- 
dies’ auxiliary to Murray Appleman 
Post, No. 147, American Legion, was 
organized. The following officers 
were elected: President, Mrs. J. R. 
Wike; vice president, Mrs. W. L. 
Grounds; Secretary, Miss Sara Brum- 
baugh;. treasurer, Mrs. Vera Smith; 
historian, Miss Ruth Brumbaugh; 
chaplain, Mrs. S. S. Kauffman. The 
following ladies were present. at 
this meeting: Mrs. Clarence Albright, 
Miss Ruth Brumbaugh, Miss Sara 
Brumbaugh, Mrs. John Curry, Mrs. 
Vera Eckman, Mrs. Homer Smith, 
Mrs. W. L. Grounds, Mrs. G. L. Hor- 
ner, Mrs. S. S. Kauffman (deceased), 
Mrs. S. F. M. Morgart, Miss Ruth 
Longenecker, Miss Fannie Morgart, 
Mrs. William Replogle, Mrs. Charles 
Stephens, Mrs. J. R. Wike, Mrs. Mag- 


deline Wike, Mrs. Anna Wood, Mrs. 
Mabel Wood and Mrs. Myrtle Ying- 
ling (deceased). | 

The purpose of this organization 
is to assist the American Legion in 
caring for the families of deceased 
and disabled veterans. Through the 
combined efforts of these organiza- 
tions much good has been done both 
for families of veterans and the com- 
munity. 

The first meetings were held at the 
homes of the various members until 
through the combined efforts of the 
American Legion and auxiliary a com- 
fortable and attractive Legion home 
was constructed and dedicated about, 
five years ago, where both the Legion 
and auxiliary now hold their meet- 
ings. 

Each year this organization gives 
a medal to the boy or girl in eighth 
grade meeting the requirements as 
specified by the state department. 

The present officers of this organi- 
zation are: President, Mrs. Ruth S. 
Hiney; first vice president, Mrs. S. M. 
F. Morgart; secretary, Mrs. Alice F. 
Stephens; treasurer, Mrs. W. M. Rob- 
inson; chaplain, Mrs. Clarence Lauer; 
sergeant-at-arms, Mrs. Hannah 
Grimes; historian, Mrs. O. L. Falknor. 








BIOGRAPHICAL 





SR re a re ae ei area tane ame etme 


- 





> 





MR. AND MRS. BARE IN THEIR YOUNGER DAYS 
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HON. DANIEL MATHIAS BARE 


Born October 24, 1834 
Died April 16, 1925 


= 
J 





MRS. DANIEL M. BARE 


Formerly Miss Sarah Eby 
Born September 28, 1835 
Died November 14, 1912 
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D. M. BARE, SR. 
Father of Daniel Mathias Bare, who moved from 
Pattonsville to Spang’s Mill, now Roaring Spring, 
January 5, 1864 
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DANIEL MATHIAS BARE 


To write a detailed account of the 
life and activities of Daniel Mathias 
Bare is practically equivalent to 
writing the industrial, and, to a very 
great extent, the institutional history 
of Roaring Spring. From the time 
he located here in 1864 _ until the 
time of his death he was pre-eminent- 
ly the town’s greatest leader, occu- 
pying the foremost position in the 
front ranks of those who promoted 
its industrial, commercial and relig- 
ious enterprises. 

Due to his life being closely and 
extensively interwoven with the his- 
tory of practically every industry as 
well as with that of most of the in- 
stitutions of Roaring Spring, the 
reader by this time will have become 
familiar to a very great extent with 
the history of his remarkable life 
and its important activities. For this 
reason his biography as given here is 
more abridged than it otherwise 
would be, thus avoiding a repitition 
of much that has already been writ- 
ten. 

Daniel Mathias Bare was born on 
October 24, 1834, in Sinking Valley, 
then Huntingdon county, Pa. In 
1841 his parents moved to Morrisons 
Cove, where he grew to manhood at 
the old homestead on Hickory Bot- 
tom, near Woodbury, Bedford coun- 
ty), Pa, (On January ,13, 1857, ..he 
was united in marriage with Sara 
Eby, of Aughwich Mills, Huntingdon 


county, Pa. To this union four chil- 
dren were born, namely, Clara  S., 
wife of E. G. Bobb; Ella, wife of 
Dr. A. L. Garver; Anna, wife of Dr. 
W. M. Eldon, and Ina, who died in 
infancy. Mrs. Bare, on November 
14, 1912, after a short illness, was 
called home to receive the reward of 
the faithful. 


Early in 1864 they moved to Roar- 
ing Spring. Mr. Bare, in addition to 
being one of the principal founders of 
the paper mill, was also one of the 
founders of the Roaring Spring Bank, 
established in 1902, of which he was 
president, and in 1887 was one 
of the four founders of the Roaring 
Spring Blank Book Company, his 
partners being D. R. Wike, A. L. Gar- 
ver and E. G. Bobb. 

Unusually active in business  af- 
fairs, Mr. Bare had no_ particular 
training in this line, his only educa- 
tional advantages being those secur- 
ed in the district schools of Bedford 
county, after which he taught school 
fco1 several terms. 

Mr. Bare became identified with 
the Roaring Spring Church of God in 
1878 and his wife in 1874, they be- 
ing active members from the date of 
their affiliation. 

For many years Mr. Bare served as 
superintendent of the Sabbath school. 
Fe held an enviable record as a Sun- 
day School teacher, having taught 
continuously for a period cf over 50 
years. At the close of kis 50 years 
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cf service he was awarded a medal 
by the State Sabbath School Associa- 
tion. In the year 1874 he was elect- 
ed elder, which office he held until 
the time of his death. He was well 


known throughout the entire general ' 


body of the Churches of God, especial- 
ly for his generosity, having made the 
highest individual contribution to 
Findlay College, conducted under the 
auspices of the Church of God _ at 
Findlay, O. He always manifested 
a keen interest in this institution, and 
today the boys’ dormitory bears his 
name. For eight years he was a 
member of the board of trustees of 
this college. He was also the high- 
est individual contributor to missions. 


“He enjoyed excellent health 
throughout his long, active life, and 
while man’s allotted time is three 
score years and ten, the years stretch- 
ed out peacefully before him until 
he had reached four score and ten. 
But one day as he approached life’s 
evening time, and the shadows were 
lengthening, there was a rustle of 
wings—wings for a soul for a homing 
flight—and on April 16, 1925 he went 
home to tread new paths of grace.” 


—o-— 


DR. A. L. GARVER 


Abraham Lincoln Garver was the 
son of Benjamin and Barbara Garver 
and was born in German Valley, 
Huntingdon County, June 17th, 1859. 
He received his education at Kisha- 
coquillas Academy and Juniata col- 
lege. After teaching school for six 
terms he entered Dr. A. S. Stayer’s 
office as a medical student and later 
went to Jefferson Medical College 
from which institution he graduated 
in the class of 1888. He practiced 
medicine in Roaring Spring for four 
years, after which he accepted a posi- 


tion in the office of the D. M. Bare 
Paper company, where he continued 
until 1891, when he became general 
manager of the Roaring Spring Blank 
Book Company, which position he 
retained until his death, March 2, 
1920. 


Mr. Garver was a director in the 
D. M. Bare Paper Company and part 
owner of the Roaring Spring Depart- 
ment store and of the Planing Mill 
Company of Roaring Spring. He was 
also Vice President and a director in 
the Hollidaysburg Trust Company. 
Politicallly, he was a staunch Re- 
publican and at the time of his death 
was a member of the State Indus- 
trial Board, Department of Labor 
and Industry, having been appointed 
by Gov. Brumbaugh and continued 
in office by Gov. Sproul. 


In Roaring Spring, he took a deep 
interest in the success of the public 
schools and was a member of the 
Board of Education for a period of 
twenty-three consecutive years. In 
religious circles he was a leading fiz- 
ure in the Methodist Church and had 
served many years as a trustee of 
the church. He was also a member 
of the Model Lodge No. 856, IJ. O. 
O. F. Asa director of the Nason hos- 
pital he contributed freely toward the 
support of that institution. 


EDWIN G. BOBB 


One of the most beloved and 
prominent citizens of Roaring 
Spring was Edwin G. Bobb, who 
was born at Tyrone, Pa., June 
21, 1856, a son of Alexander and 4 
Matilda (Mattern) Bobb, both de- 
ceased, former residents of Martins- 
burg, Pa. The father served in the 
Union army during the Civil War and 
held the commission of colonel at the 
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close of the war. He was elected 
sheriff of the county in 18738, and 
took an active interest in all affairs 
of a civic nature. He was part own- 
er of a foundry and machine shop at 
Martinsburg and of another at Roar- 
ing Spring, in the operations of which 
he was active throughout his life. 
Mr. Bobb attended the schools of 
Martinsburg and Hollidavsburg and 
spent three terms at Cannonsburg 
Academy. For a short time after 
ecomplettng his schooling he was con- 
nected with his father’s foundry at 
Roaring Spring, and in 1892 became 
associated with the paper manufac- 
turing business of D. M. Bare as book- 
keeper. Later he was promoted to 
the position of president. A few 
years prior to the death of Mr. Bare 
he was made president of the Roaring 
Spring Blank Book Company, and in 
1922 was made president of the Roar- 
ing Spring Bank. Mr. Bobb was also 
one of the organizers and a director 
af the Whittaker Paper Company of 
Cincinnati, O. Politically, Mr. Bobb 
was. a Republican, and took a great 
interest in local events and served as 
tne first burgess of the borough, an 
office which he held for a number of 
years. 

In 1884 he married Clara S. Bare, 
daughter of D. M. Bare. Mrs. Bobb 
is active in the work of the Church 
of God and is an earnest worker in 
behalf of Nason hospital. Two chil- 
dren, Ralph Daniel and Chester Alex- 
ander Bobb, are both deceased, the 
former having died while he was in 
his second year at Cornell University, 
passing away in San Antonio, Tex., 
in 1907, and the latter during his 
first year at Tome School for Boys 
on December 21, 1911, at his home in 
Roaring Spring. 

The father, Mr. Edwin G. Bobb 
passed away July 26, 1938, and was 


greatly mourned by all who knew 
him. 

Immediately following his death 
there appeared in The Cove News the 
following eulogy on his life, written 
by the editor, D. M. Adams, the au- 
thor of the above sketch: 


‘Wednesday, July 26, 1933, will 
go down in history as one of the sad- 
dest days in the annals of Roaring 
Spring. On that day its foremost 
citizen, Edwin G. Bobb, was called 
from these earthly scenes to take his 
abode with the noble characters who 
wrote their lives on the fleshly tab- 
lets of the hearts of their fellow- 
men. 

“The rare excellence, and the sing- 
ular affection, esteem and confidence 
which he enjoyed, demand a special 
delineation of his noble, unimpeach- 
able character. In Mr. Bobb we had 
an example of high endowments, un- 
debased by the mixture of unworthy 
habits and feelings; a pattern of do- 
mestic virtues; the personification of 
civic pride, devoid of bigotry, the 
idol of the town. Against his stain- 
less life the voice of calumny was 
never lifted. 

“Words, both spoken and written, 
seem hollow compared with the vast 
significance of the thoughts and 
emotions replete within the hearts of 
those who knew him because of the 
recent passing of his life—a life 
characterized not necessarily by post- 
mortem benevolence, but primarily, 
by ante-mortem charity. 

“Why so many good people, on the 
occasion of his death, with their hats 
off in solemn, reverential respect to- 
ward a man who never wielded a 
sword, nor swayed a multitude by 
the power of masterly oratory, nor 
harangued a senate? Why all the 
editorial comment about a man who 
was neither captain, nor general, nor 
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prince, nor governor? Why all this 
admiration of one who possessed not 
the title of L. L. D.;' nor Ph. D., nor 
M. A.? Why this manifest bereave- 
ment of the entire citizenry of the 
town in which he lived? Ah! it is 
because he was a man amongst men. 
Old and young, rich and poor, scant- 
ily clad and luxuriously appareled, 
employer and employe, erudite and 
illiterate, the well-to-do and the nev- 
er-do-well, beheld in him that para- 
mount virtue — mutual helpfulness 
and good will toward all men. By the 
manner and quality of his life he 
answered the prophet Micah’s ques- 
tion: ‘What doth the Lord: require 
of thee?’ in the prophet Micah’s lan- 
guage: ‘To do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly. with 
thy God.’ 

‘““A man may be a member of the 
most orthodox church in christendom, 
-nd he may sit at all the communions 
for half a century, if he be mean and 
selfish and careless of the world’s 
condition he adds_ no. strength to 
christianity nor value to society, and 
will never be missed by saint nor sin- 
ner. It is the man who, like Mr. 
Bobb, considered life a sacred trust, 
realizing full well that he who serves 
humanity best serves Divinity most. 
that is missed, when summoned from 
this earth, by these whose burdens 
were lightened, whose hearts were 
gladdened and future brightened be- 
cause of his philanthropy; and whose 
lives were enriched and made better 
because of him havine lived amongst 
them on the broad, divinely erected 
platform of ‘Fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man.’ 

“That great maxim of Christian- 
ity, ‘No man liveth to himself,’ was 
engraven on his mind. He felt the 
claim of everything human on his 
Sympathy and service. His numer- 
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ous business activities did not ab- 
solve him to his own conscience from 
laboring in the cause of mankind; 
and his steady zeal redeemed from 
business sufficient time for doing ex- 
tensive good. In the institutions for 
useful objects with which he con. 
nected himself, he gave more than his 
money; he contributed his mind, his 
judgment, his well directed zeal; and 
the object derived advantage from 
his sanction, no less than from his 
labors. 

“He was a friend to the poor and 
ignorant, and an example to the rich 
and improved. He lived in the hearts 
of his fellowmen, and died amidst 
general, deep, unaffected lamenta- 
tion; leaving behind him a noble lifa 
which daily won its way to notice 
and honor. 

“Handel built his monument in the 
‘Hallelujah Chorus,’ Paul built his 
monument in the magnificent story 
of the resurrection. Richard Baxter 
built his monument in that immortal 
book, ‘The Saints’ Rest,’ and Mr. 
Bobb has built his monument jn the 
institutions which he has endowed 
and in the hearts and minds of those 
whom he so kindly remembered dur- 
ing the depression of ’29 to pee 
What is an epitaph cut by a sculp- 
tor’s chisel compared to an epitaph 
inscribed on the hearts of not only 
the present but future generations? 

“T am ignorant as to the minutiae 
of Mr. Bobb’s religious beliefs and 
experiences. However, in our esti- 
mation, the noblest profession of the 
religion of Jesus Christ a man can 
ever make is a life devoted to mal-- 
ing mankind good and happy and ex- 
erting an influence in behalf of truth 
and right, justice and equity. Far 
be it from me to disparage the rites 
and doctrines of the Christian church, 
or deprecate' the importance and 
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MRS. E. G. BOBB 


Elected President of Ladies’ Hospital 
Association for 24 Consecutive 


Terms. 





(1883-1907) 





RALPH DANIEL BOBB 








CHESTER ALEXANDER BOBB 


(1893-1911) 
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merit of an open confession of Christ 
and His gospel, but grandest of all is 
a life devoted, not to the observance 
of sacraments alone, but to the ob- 
servance of the traits and principles 


of Him who said, ‘I will have mercy 
and not sacrifice.’ 


“The frost of Mr. Bobb’s \grey 
locks has melted from our sight, and 
the benediction of his genial life has 
come to its long amen. Death has 
written finis to the last chapter of 
his earthly career. His book of life 
is closed. But his influence will 
move on and on with no change save 
that of augmentation; for in the 
arithmetical sum of a_ useful life 
death is multiplication and not sub- 
traction, and the tomb instead of be- 
ing the goal at the end of the race 
is the wardrobe to which we go to 
lay down our terrestial bodies where- 
with we are clothed, in order to be 
clothed upon with bodies celestial, 
entering into the life triumphant 
grander, holier and more glorious.,”’ 


—O-—- 


DAVID RHODES WIKE 

David Rhodes Wike, one of the 
most well known and highest esteem- 
ed citizens of Roaring Spring, was 
the son of Henry and Nancy Wike, 
and was born on the Wike homestead 
at Clappertown, near Martinsburg, 
Pa., July 19, 1842, where he was 
reared and obtained his education. 
After he completed his schooling, he 
followed the pursuit of farming, 
which occupation he pursued for 
many years, later serving his appren- 
ticeship and learning the trade of J. 
F. Ellsworth of Williamsburg, Pa., 
well known throughout the district as 
aun expert millwright. Practical ex- 
perience in and close attention to his 
chosen profession gained for Mr. 
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Vike an enviable reputation. Mr. 
Wike removed to Roaring Spring, 
where he engaged in business as a 
milwright, at which time he assisted 
in the building of the paper mill for 
Morrison, Bare and Cass. He assist- 
el in the building of various other 
projects throughout this community, 
was on the council for many years 
and was instrumental in the develop- 
ment of the town. Mr. Wike helped 
to rebuild the first paper mill at 
and in the year 1886 
was admitted as a partnerin the 


mill here, serving in the capacity 
of master mechanic very  faith- 
fully and efficiently until the 


time of his death. He was instrumen- 
tel in the establishment of the Roar- 
ing Spring Blank Book Co.; the Plan- 
ing Mill at Roaring Spring, and in 
bringing the water from the moun- 
tains, making the survey himself. 

He was also a stockhoider in the 
Roaring Spring Blank Book Com- 
pany. 

Mr. Wike was united in mar- 
riage to Magdalena Roffe at Mill Hall. 
They have one son, Jesse Wike, whe 
has served two terms in the Pennsyl- 
vania legislature. Mr. Wike was a 
faithful and honored member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and an 
active and appreciated member of 
the Bible class of this same church. 
As has been said many times, “he 
was a man of more than erdinary in- 
teliigence, up-to-date in his reading 
and thought in all the important 
moral and political questions of the 
day.”” Mr. Wike’s advice was often 
sought and he stood ever ready and 
willing to lend his aid and influence 
to advance the interests of his com- 
munity. He was indeed an asset to 
the town in which he lived. Mr. 
Wike died at Roaring Spring, Pa., on 
July 1, 1910. 
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DR. W. ALBERT NASON 
Dr. William Albert Nason located 
in Roaring Spring, May 1, 1896, at 
which time he established a private 


sanitarium and successfully conduct- 
ed it as such until April 9, 1900, when 
it was incorporated as a charitable 
institution. This hospital today stands 
in the front ranks of Roaring Spring’s 
noteworthy and highly appreciated in- 
stitutions. 


William A. Nason studied medicine 
at the Electic Medical College, Cincin- 
nati, O., from which he graduated in 
1887, and Rush Medical College, IIl., 
from which he graduated in 1892, 
having taken his pre-medical work at 
Allegheny college. Previous to lo- 
cating in Roaring Spring, he practiced 
in Pleasantville and Titusville, Pa., 
for a period of nine years, all the 
while gaining experience that made 
him eminently successful in the town 
in which he lived and _ endeared 
him to the hearts of scores of patients 
who owe the prolonging of their lives 
to his remarkable skill and successful 
services. For years he was chief of 
the hospital staff and president of the 
Blair County Medical society of which 
he was a member for more than 25 
years and a censor of the society. 
He served as president of the State 
Medical Association and was a trustee 
for six years. He frequently served 
as an expert witness for the Pure 
Food Department of the state under 
the successful administration of 
James Foust, and was also called as 
an expert witness by the celebrated 
Dr. Wiley, necessitating him travel- 
ing extensively, and which made his 
name famous far and near. For 
more than 25 years he was surgeon 
in this section for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company, and a member of 
the P. R. R. Surgeon’s association un- 


til the time of his death, March 29, 
1934, 

Dr. Nason specialized in surgery 
throughout his entire medical career 
and was reputed to be one of the 
ablest surgeons in this section of the 
state. He is accredited as being the 
first to perform an appendectomy in 
Blair county. He continued as su- 
perintendent of the institution that 
bears his name until the time of his 
resignation in December, 1929. On 
the 29th of the same month, shortly 
after relinquishing his duties as su- 
perintendent, he and Mrs. Nason 
started on a world cruise, returning 
home May 11, 1930. 

Dr. Nason was a member of the 
Townville Lodge of Odd Fellows for 
half a century and in Masonry a 
member of the Blue Lodge, Chapter, 
Council, Commandery and Consistory 
together with the shrine. He was 
past high priest of the Hollidaysburg 
chapter and past master of the local 
Blue lodge. He was also a member 
of the local Rotary and a communi- 
cant of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 

Dr. Nason was born at Townville, 
Crawford county, June 23, 1862, a 
son of Dr. William and Catherine 
(Breed) Nason, both deceased, his 
father having studied medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania and prac- 
ticed medicine at Townville until the 
time of his death. 

In founding Nason hospital, Dr. 
Nason conferred an immeasurable 
benefit upon the people of Roaring 
Spring and community. 


—o— 


JOSIAH M. HITE 
Josiah M. Hite was born in St. 
Clair township, Bedford county, Pa., 
Sentember 25, 1828. He spent his 
early boyhood in Bedford county, at- 
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tending the rural schools of his com- 
munity, and later accepting an ap- 
prenticeship with a Mr. Brann, a cab- 
inet maker, located at Bedford, Pa. 
For a number of years he devoted 
his time to learning the trade of cab- 
inet making, a trade he _ followed 
throughout his life, and in which he 
became very proficient. 


After he had completed his appren- 
ticeship with Mr. Brann he continued 
in business for himself at Bedford, 
Pa., for a number of years, moving 
to St. Clairsville in 1848, where he 
continued in the cabinetmaking and 
undertaking business for a period of 
eight years. He then moved to Clays- 
burg where he conducted a furniture 
and undertaking business until the 
year 1867, when he came to Roaring 
Spring and founded _ the business, 
which is at the present time one of 
the leading business establishments 
of the borough. 

When he came to Roaring avin 
then known as Spangs Mills, he-erect- 
ed a small work shop and began the 
construction of bureaus, sinks, ~cup- 
boards, tables, chairs, rockers, beds, 
doughtreys, coffins and many other ar- 
ticles. The business grew and Mr. 
Hite employed additional help.and in 
1880 he built the first storeroom, 
which has been enlarged from time 
to time, as the business prospered.°: 


At the time of the Civil War Mr.” 


Hite was a resident of Claysburg, 
and he enlisted in the 19th Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry on August 26, 1863, 
and served for 18 months, in some of 
the hardest fought battles of the war, 
before being discharged for disabil- 
ity, returning home May 13, 1865. 
After moving from Bedford to St. 
Clairsville, Mr. Hite was united in 
marriage with Miss Sarah Amick, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Am-- 
ick of St. Clairsville, the wedding tak- 


ing place at the home of the bride’s 
parents. 

Nine children were born to this un- 
ion as follows: Anna Harmon Hite, 
born at St. Clairsville, Pa.,- August 
4, 1852; Elizabeth Hite, born at St. 
Clairsville, March 28, 1855; George 
William Hite, born at Claysburg, Oc- 
tober 4, 1857; Peter Amick Hite, 
born at Claysburg, November 19, 
1858; Margaret Virginia Hite, born 
at Claysburg, October 3, 1861; Grant 
Hite, born at Claysburg, April 19, 
1866; Sherman Hite, born in Roaring 
Spring, April 22, 1868; Leckey S. 
Hite, born in Roaring Spring, Novem- 
ber, 18, 1870, and Howard Hite born 
in Roaring Spring April 21, 1874. 
Only two of this family survive, Grant 
Hite, present owner of the Hite’s 
Furniture store, Roaring Spring, and 
Leckey S. Hite of Altoona. 

Josiah Hite was a member of the 
Methodist church in Roaring Spring, 
a member of the G. A. R., Model 
Lodge, No. 856, I. O. O. F., Roaring 
Spring; Encampment of same lodge, 
and a member of Woodbury Lodge 
No. 539, Free and Accepted Masons 
at Roaring Spring. In politics he 
was a Republican. He was always 
active in the civic affairs of his town, 
and was a member of the first bor- 
ough council, the first meeting being 
held in the office of his business  es- 
tablishment, March 1, .1888. 

In 1904 he sold the business to his 
son Grant, who is the present owner, 
being assisted in the business by his 
three sons, Walter, Karl and Alvin. 


i () 


REV. J. A. J. WILLIAMS 


Few men figured more prominent- 
ly in the early history of Rearing 
Spring than Rev. John Andrew Jack- 
son Williams, son of John and Mary 
Pringle Williams, who was born at 
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Uniontown, Fayette county, May 8, 
1838. In 1854 Rev. Williams was 
united in marriage with Mary Jane 
Gilliland, of Dry Gap, the ceremony 
being performed by Burdine Blake 
of Martinsburg. To this union there 
were born 18 children, of which three 
are now living. 


Mr. Williams was a carpenter by 
trade, having learned this trade in 
Newry, Pa. During the Civil War he 
belonged to the Union army for a 
period of three years, at the expira- 
tion of which he reeeived an honora- 
ble discharge. As a soldier Mr. Wil- 
liams belonged to the 67th infantry. 


As a carpenter Mr. Williams pos- 
sessed unusual skill and many build- 
ings which he constructed are to be 
seen in Roaring Spring today, among 
which is the Mennonite church (for- 
merly the Methodist church), the 
John Adams building on Main street, 
and a number of dwellings on the 
right side of East Main street, be- 
tween Spang and Poplar streets. 

Rev. Williams came to Roaring 
Spring from Cambria county in 1866, 
and from that time until the time of 
his death, which occurred August Pa 
1909, was one of its leading citizens. 

As a carpenter he continued at his 
trade until the year 1896, when he re- 
tired in order to devote more of his 
time to the ministry. 


——_-O0— 


ALEXANDER BOBB 


Col. Alexander Bobb, who for a 
number of years operated a foundry 
in Roaring Spring, was a son of 
Frederick F. Bobb and was born in 
Hanover Township, York county, Pa., 
March 28, 1823. His father was a 
dyer in Wurtemberg, Germany, and 
emigrated to America in 1818. 

When Alexander was sixteen years 
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old he learned the moulding trade. 
In February, 1847 he was united in 


with Miss Matilda Ce 
daughter of Jacob Mattern of Hun- 


tingdon county, Pa. To this union 
were born four children, William M., 
James S., E. G., and Alexander. 


Mr. Bobb worked as a journeyman 
at the moulding business for a num- 
ber of years, finally establishing the 
foundry in Roaring Spring. He also 
operated a foundry in Martinsburg 
and in Hopewell, Bedford county, 
Pa. At the beginning of the Civil 
War there was a company of volun- 
teers taken from Martinsburg to Har- 
risburg. These volunteers being dis- 
satisfied with their captain, refused 
to be mustered in under him. They 
telegraphed twice to Mr. Bobb, ask- 
ing him to take charge of them, 
which, after considerable persua- 
sion, he did, and they at once went 
into active service under General Pat- 
terson of Philadelphia and at the end 
of three months were discharged. 
Capt. Bobb returned home, began re- 
cruiting, and soon raised a company 
of nine-month men. In a few weeks 
Mr. Bobb again started to the front 
as captain. Mr. Bobb was with the 
company in the battles of Antietam 
and Fredericksburg. On December 
13, 1862 he took command of the 
right wing of the One Hundred and 
Thirty-Third Pennsylvania. He with 
the regiment was also engaged in the 
battle of Chancellorsville, May, 1863. 
At the expiration of their term of en- 
listment he returned home. In a few 
weeks he raised another company, 
and was commissioned as Major by 
Gov. Curtin and _ started into the 
army of the James, under General 
Butler. On the second of April they 
took the breast works at Petersburg. 
Virginia, where for gallant conduct 


marriage 
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on that day Major Bobb was brevet- 
ted Lieutenant-Colonel. 

At the close of the war Col. Bobb 
returned to Hopewell and went in 
partnership with C. W. Ashcome* in 
the foundry, where he remained a 
year, after which he bought a half- 
interest in the foundry in Martins- 
burg. In three years he sold out 
and built the foundry at Roaring 
Spring. Two years afterwards it 
burned down and in 1875 he rebuilt 
ats 

In the fall of 1873 Col. Bobb was 
elected sheriff of Blair County, an 
office which he filled in a manner 
which brought great credit to him 
and his constituency. 


+ The writer’s father aud mother, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry M. Adams, were given a brass kettle as a 
wedding present by Mr. Ashcome, This kettle, 
now the property of the Adams heirs, was mold- 
ed by Mr. Ashcome. 


—--Q-—— 


DR. ANDREW S. STAYER 


An outstanding character in Roar- 
ing Spring history is Dr. Andrew S. 
Stayer, who was born in South Wood- 
bury township, Bedford county, May 
21, 1848. On his father’s side he 
was of French ancestry. His great- 
grandfather was born in France and 
when but a lad accompanied General 
Lafayette to this country. He serv- 
ed through the Revolutionary cam- 
paign, and after the war made his 
permanent settlement in Bedford 
county, where he passed the remain- 
der of his days. Dr. Stayer’s mater- 
nal ancestors were Swiss, his great 
grandfather (Snowberger) having 
emigrated from Switzerland to Bed- 
ford county, Pa. 

Young Andrew was’ reared upon 
the old Stayer homestead in Bedford 
county, and after receiving the ele- 
ments of a common school education 


became himself a teacher at the early 
age of 17. After teaching one term 
in South Woodbury township he at- 
tended Millersville Normal School one 
year, and during the ensuing four 
years divided his time between teach- 
ing school in the winters and attend- 
ing Bedford County Normal School in 
the summers. At the age of 21 he 
began the study of medicine with Dr. 
Charles Long of South Woodbury 
township, occupying, however, for the 
first year only such leisure hours as 
he could cull from the demands of 
his school duties. In the winter of 
1870 he attended a course of medi- 
eal lectures at Michigan State Uni- 
versity (Ann Arbor), and afterwards 
studied with Dr. Long for two years. 
After a course of medical lectures at 
Jefferson Medical College, Philadel- 
phia, he graduated at that institution 
March 12, 1873. 

Six days after graduating he lo- 
cated in Roaring Spring, Blair coun- 
ty, aS a practicing physician, and 
practiced his profession in the vil- 
lage and surrounding county, and had 
the satisfaction of knowing that his 
efforts were crowned with lasting suc- 
cess, while his name is still known 
and honored by those who knew him. 

June 30, 1870, he married Rose K. 
Brumbaugh, of Middle Woodbury 
township, a descendant of the Brum- 
baughs, who had for many genera- 
tions identified themselves with the 
history of Western Pennsylvania. 
Two children blessed the union, Edear 
Virgil Simon, born 1874, and Morri- 
son Andrew Clay, born in 1882. 

Dr. Stayer was always conspicuous 
as a participator in matters affecting 
public progressive interests, and es- 
pecially in educational affairs. He 
was. a lifelong member of the Repub- 
lican party politically, and was sent 
in 1880 as a senatorial delegate from 
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Blair and Cambria counties to the 
state convention that nominated dele- 
gates to the Chicago convention, 
which nominated General Garfield for 
the presidency. 

In Sunday School work he was ever 
an earnest worker. As a leading 
spirit in local organizations he was 
long a prominent figure. 


For 12 years he was a member of 
the I. O. O. F., and for a number of 
years following 1881, he was district 
deputy grand master of the Blair 
county order. In 1870 he _ joined 
Cove lodge, No. 368, I. O. O. F,, 
into which he was initiated by the 
late J. I. Noble, the father of Odd 
Fellowship in the Cove. He was a 
charter member of Amacitia Lodge, 
No. 775 of Pattonsville. He was a 
charter member of Model Lodge, No. 
856, I. O. O. F., of Roaring Spring, 
and was its first noble grand. He 
was likewise a member of Portage 
Lodge No. 220, F. and A. M., of Hol- 
lidaysburg, of Mount Moriah Lodge, 
No. 166, R. A. C., of Hollidaysburg, 
of Mountain Commandery, No. 10, 
Mee Le SOLCAILOONE. TEI Ot Ltt ek ne ink 
Hickok Encampment, No. 200, I. O. 
O. F., of Woodbury. 

In February, 1880, Dr. Stayer was 
commissioned, by Governor Hoyt as- 
sistant surgeon Fifth Regiment Na- 
tional Guards of Pennsylvania, an of- 
fice he retained for a number of 
years. 


—o— 


DR. W. McKEE ELDON 
Dr. W. McKee Eldon, a native of 


Adams county, Pa., was born in Ben- 


dersville. His ancestors were among 
the earliest settlers who located in 
that part of the state. In his boy- 
hood days he was active and studious, 
and early in life he was marked for 
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success in one of the learned profes- 
sions. When the time came for final 
decision he chose the medical profes- 
sion as a life vocation and later com- 
pleted his studies in the Jefferson 
Medical College and the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy. He graduated 
from the above institutions in 1887 
and 1888. In the latter year he lo- 
cated in East Freedom, where he 
practiced his profession continuously 
until the year 1893, when he moved 
to Roaring Spring, where he then re- 
sided until the time of his death, reg- 
ularly practicing his profession in 
which he was eminently successful. 
Dr. Eldon was one of those whole- 
souled, approachable, genial persons, 
and those qualities, when combined 
with a thorough knowledge of anato- 
my, drugs and medicines, were cer- 
tainly valuable attributes jin the 
makeup of a good doctor. He was a 
public spirited citizen and the town 
of Roaring Spring was greatly bene- 
fitted by his having lived therein. 


——(——— 


CHARLES W. ZOOK 

Charles W. Zook, eldest son of 
Elias L. and Mary Ann Zook, was 
born in Middle Woodbury township, 
now Bloomfield township, near Bak- 
ers Summit, Bedford county, Pa., on 
June 3, 1844. August 23, 1861, at 
the age of 17 he enlisted in Company 
E, Eighth Pennsylvania Reserves In- 
fantry and served with said regiment 
all through the campaign up to De- 
cember 13, 1862, when, in the battle 
of Fredericksburg, Va., he received 
a gunshot wound in the right ankle, 
necessitating amputation o? his right 
foot. After his return home from 
the army service, he engaged in the 
jewelry business. In the spring of 
1882 he located in Roaring Spring, 
where he served as postmaster from 
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1883 to 1885 under his first appoint- 
ment. In the year 1899. he was 


again appointed and filled the position 
very acceptably until succeeded by 
R. E. Burket in 1914. 


Charles Wellington Zook had few 
advantages in his youth. In early life 
he was thrown on his own resources. 
Notwithstanding this fact, by a close 
application to his books he acquired 
sufficient education to teach school, a 
position he filled very acceptably. 

Shortly after his return from the 
Civil War he accepted the position 
of clerk in the Altoona postoffice un- 
der Postmaster George W. Patton. 
After retiring from this position, he 
entered business for himself for a 
number of years in Bakers Summit, 
Bedford county, where he subsequent- 
ly served as postmaster until 1881. 


From Bakers Summit Mr. Zook 
moved to Woodbury, where he re- 
mained until 1882, when he came to 
Roaring Spring, becoming one of its 
most active public spirited citizens, 
fillng very efficiently at various times 
the positions of school director and 
tax collector. 

On Sept. 1, 1867, Mr. Zook was 
united in marriage with Miss Sara 
Harker, to which union five children 
were born: John, Warren E., Anna, 
Myrtle, wife of Frank Lorenz, and 
Martha, wife of L. A. Garber. 

Mr. Zook was a charter member of 
the Lieutenant H. N. Lower Post No. 
82 G. A. R., and served as its com- 
mander for a long period of years. 
He also at different times served as 
its quartermaster and adjutant. 

Charles W. Zook was a consistent 
member of the Trinity M. E. church 
of Roaring Spring, and attended its 
services when possible to do so until 
the time of his death, which occurred 


in Mercy hospital, Altoona, Jan. 27, 
1929. 

Mr. Zook’s body was laid to rest 
in Greenlawn cemetery, Tuesday, Jan. 
29, with appropriate and impressive 
funeral rites conducted by his pastor, 
Rev. George S. Woomer. 


—O-— 


_ DAVID STUCKEY BRUMBAUGH 


David Stuckey Brumbaugh, son of 
Simeon K. Brumbaugh and Christi- 
ana (Stuckey) Brumbaugh, was born 
April 2, 1843, on the Brumbaugh 
homestead in Bloomfield township. He 
spent his youth on the farm, attend- 
ing public school in the winter. In 
the spring of 1860 and 1861 he at- 
tended Allegheny Seminary, Rains- 
burg, Pa. 

From this time on for 12 consecu- 
tive years, he taught public schools in 
Pennsylvania and Illinois. Part of 
his local teaching was in the old High 
School building, which stood on the 
site of the new Roaring Spring High 
school. 

Mr. Brumbaugh studied law under 
Marshall W. Weir, Esq., of Belle- 
ville, Ill., and was admitted to the 
bar in the Illinois Supreme Court on 
June 9, 1869. He was admitted in 
this state in 1871. 

From 1871 on, with the exception 
of two years’ residence in Altoona, 
Mr. Brumbaugh lived continuously in 
Roaring Spring until the time of his 
death. 

In 1880 he was elected to the of- 
fice of justice of the peace, and serv- 
ed in that capacity almost continu- 
ously the remainder of his life. He 
was also borough solocitor for a num- 
ber of years. In his practice he urg- 
ed his litigant clients to settle their 
differences out of court, whenever 
possible. 

He was a member of the Lutheran 
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church from 1859 on. He was one 


of the charter members of the St. 
Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran church 
of Roaring Spring, and it is proba- 
ble that he was instrumental in  or- 
ganizing the first Sunday School in 
this locality. 

He held the office of elder and dea- 
con and took an influential part in 
the work of the church. He was fre- 
quently chosen as a delegate to the 
General Synod (Lutheran), and was 
a member of the board of directors 
of the Lutheran Theological Semin- 
ary, Gettysburg, for 15 years. 


Politically he was a Republican, 
and his first vote was cast for Abra- 
ham Lincoln in 1864. He was sev- 
eral times chosen as delegate to the 
state and county Republican conven- 
tions, and firmly believed that good 
citizenship included the duty of help- 
ing to. elect good public officers. Al- 
ways an advocate of temperance, he 
was, himself, a total abstainer. He 
heartily favored thorough and prac- 
tical education and gave much care 
to the education of his six children, 
all of whom hold college and univers- 
ity degrees. 

In 1911 he attended the coronation 
services of George V. in London. 
Then he joined two of his daughters, 
Sara and Ruth, who were completing 
a year of study and travel in Europe, 
and the three toured Italy, Switzer- 
land and Germany. In Germany the 
party visited towns and studied ree- 
ords connected with the German 
background of their Brumbaugh an- 
cestors. 


Mr. Brumbaugh had quite a flair 
' for genealogy and local history. He 
knew more about the family tree of 
many of the older inhabitants of the 
locality than they themselves did. 
Frequently after an argument about 


which he wrote 
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relationships, the other party would 
return and acknowledge the verity 
of Mr. Brumbaugh’s claims. His abil- 
ity as a genealogist and antiquary 
was such that whenever a commun- 
ity or family sketch was about to be 
written, he was invariably consulted 
for authenticity. He used this know- 
ledge in an interesting series of ar- 
ticles on Roaring Spring and vicinity 
for the Roaring 
Spring News a number of years ago. 

April 23, 1870, he married Emma 
Madara, who died June 10, 1871. 
May 24, 1877 he married Fannie 
Louisa Cowan, a daughter of John 
and Barbara Hoover Cowan. Miss 
Cowan had attended Juniata Colleg- 
iate Institute at Martinsburg, and 
later was the first woman to be grant- 
ed a teaching certificate in Taylor 
township. She died in Roaring Spring 
Nov. 19, 1908. 

The following children were born 
from this union: Dr. Arthur St. 
Clair, (who married ‘Mary Louise 
Dunn); Maude Edna wife of Judge 
H. B. Galbraith), Sara Barbara (ex- 
principal of R. S. H: S.), Roland Ed- 
ward (major U. S. Marine Corps, 
killed in Naval Aviation School at 
Pensacola, Fla., Oct. 17, 1923), and 
Ruth M., (ex-principal R. S. H. ae 

The old Brumbaugh homestead 
mentioned in this article was part of 
a 6,000-acre tract purchased by Mr. 
Brumbaugh’s great grandfather from 
the sons of William Penn. 


—_—O-—-— 


JOHN J. GARBER 


One of the most prominent figures 
in the annals of the industrajl history 
of Roaring Spring is John J.. Garber, 
who in a quiet and unassuming man- 
ner, did his part in promoting the 
interest and shaping the desiny of the 
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town in which he lived and died and 
to the welfare of which he dedicated 
his very best efforts. 

Mr. Garber, a son of Daniel and 
Catharine Shrader Garber, was born 
in Adams county, June 12, 1838, his 
parents later moving to Pittsburgh 
where he spent his boyhood days and 
attended school. While yet a young 
man, Mr. Garber came to Roaring 
Spring where he spent the remainder 
of his life,—a life characterized by 
industry, honesty and integrity. 

On March 4, 1869, Mr. Garber was 
married to Adeline Bonner at Newry, 
by Father Bradley of St. Patrick’s 
Church, of which Mr. Garber was a 
consistent member. To this union 
there were born six sons and two 
daughters as follows: Sila H., Lewis 
F., James E., Leo A., William Ji; 
Erastus B,, Ella and Maggie all resi- 
dents of Roaring Spring. 

On August 9, 1864, Mr. Garber en- 
listed in the Union Army in Co. C, 
205th Regiment. During his services 
he was engaged in battle at Fort 
Stedman and in the battle of Peters- 
burg. On June 2, 1865, Mr. Garber 
receivedat Alexandria, Va., an hon- 
orable -discharge. Immediately fol- 
lowing his..discharge from the army, 
he returned to Roaring Spring and 
started to work for D. M. Bare as a 
teamster, driving over the Allegheny 
mountain selling flour and feed, and 
buying groceries to be delivered on 
the return trip to his employer, Mr. 
Bare. 

Mr. Garber was. employed up until 
the time of his death, November 8, 
1927, as a foreman at the paver mill 
for many years and was popular with 
the employees, many of whom are yet 
living and revere his name. 





HENRY C. LORENZ 
Henry C. Lorenz, J. P., was one of 


Roaring Spring’s most prominent 
business figures, serving for many 
years as justice of the peace. At the 
same time he was the town’s leading 
insurance agent, representing as he 
did the most widely known and re- 
liable companies in this and other 
states. | 


Mr. Lorenz was born in Freedom 
township, Nov. 15, 1841, the son of 
Bernard Lorenz. The latter was a 
pioneer furnace man in this section, 
and built the first furnace at McKees 
Gap for Edward Shoenberger. He 
was in business for some _ time 
with Levi G. Leamer and the firm of 
Lorenz and Leamer who operated the 
Rebecca Furnace in Huston township 
for six years. Bernard Lorenz died 
in 1866. 

Henry C. Lorenz was 10 years old 
when his parents moved to Peters- 
burg, Huntingdon county. They re- 
mained there for nine years before 
returning to Blair county. Henry at- 
tended school in both counties and 
later was a student at Penn State for 
a year. After that he took charge of 
the store at Rebecca Furnace for his 
faher and Mr. Leamer, and in the 
course of time became the assistant 
manager of that plant with his father. 
Not long after he became bookkeeper 
for Sarah Furnace and subsequently 
filled the same position for Essington. 
Hammond at Franklin Forge, at 
Maria Forge, and for Charles Knapp 
& Co., at Rodman. , 

Soon after locating here he became 
bookkeeper for Morrison, Bare & 
Cass, afterwards for the D. M. Bare 
Co. For several years he was also 
manager of the Roaring Spring Blank 
Book Co., the original plant being 
built under his supervision. How- 
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ever these were not all the responsible 
positions that Mr. Lorenz held. He 
was secretary-treasurer of the Blair 
and Cambria Lumber Co., Altoona, 
and besides his work as justice of the 
peace, he was auditor of Blair coun- 


ty for twelve consecutive years. He 
was elected one of the first council- 
men of the borough, and for nine 
years was a member of the _ local 
school board, being its treasurer for 
several years. 

Mr. Lorenz married Miss Laura 
Leamer, a daughter of Samuel Lea- 
mer of Leamersville. Four children 
were born of this union, two of whom 
survive. Attorney R. D. of this place, 
and Walter M. The other two, Frank 
K., and Harold C., are deceased. 


Mr. Lorenz and family were Re- 
publicans, politically, and members of 
the Methodist church. His interests 
and services form an important fac- 
tor in the history of Blair county. 


—_O0—. 


JAMES SHOWE WILLIAMS 

James Showe Williams, for many 
yeras chief accountant for the Roar- 
ing Spring Blank Book Company, and 
one of the founders of the Roaring 
Spring Athletic Association, was born 
in Cambria County, Pa., January 8, 
1862, a son of Rev. J. A. J. and 
Mary Jane (Gilliland) Williams, both 
of whom are deceased. The father 
was a local minister of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church and also engaged in 


carpenter contracting. 


James S. Williams obtained his ed- 
ucation in the public schools and the 
Stone Valley Academy and for six 
years was a teacher in the _ local 
schools. In 1889, he became associat- 
ed with the Roaring Spring Blank 
Book Company as chief accountant, 


a position he held until the time of 
his death, April 22, 1932. 

As a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, he took an active 
interest in the affairs of the local 
congregation, being a member of the 


board of trustees and the board of 
stewards and superintendent of the 
Sunday school for twenty-three years. 


In 1881, he married Annetta Mauk, 
who died January 22, 1930, leaving 
eight children, as follows: Rev. J. 
Merrill, of Williamsport, George B., 
Altoona; Clara B. McDermott, Akron, 
Ohio; Edwin W., of Pittsburgh, who 
served as a corporal with the 28th 
Division during the World War; Glen 
W., Philadelphia; Lillian Kinzer, Al- 
toona; Byron J., Roaring Spring, who 
served with the 42nd Division during 
the World War; and Carl H., Roaring 
Spring, who is employed by the State 
department of Labor and Industry. 


——()—— 


JAMES W. SMITH 

Prominent among those who figur- 
ed conspicuously in the growth and 
development of the Roaring Spring 
Blank Book Company is James W. 
Smith, its present superintendent. As 
a representative of the company, Mr. 
Smith has rendered a service that 
nas not only been’ valuable to his 
company, but that bespeaks efficiency 
and close application on __ his part 
throughout the entire 50-year period 
of his valuable services. 


Mr. Smith, a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George D. Smith of Huston town- 
ship, was born December 380, 1870. 
Mr. Smith, Sr., was one ofthe most 
prominent and successful farmers of 
the above township and took an ac- 
tive part in its civic, educational and 
religious affairs, serving as a member 
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of the school board in addition to 
holding other township offices. 
Educated in the public schools of 
his native township, James W. Smith 
came to Roaring Spring in 1886 and 
entered the employ of the: Roaring 
Spring Blank Book Company soon af- 
ter its inception in that year. He 
has since that date been identified 
with this enterprising concern. As a 
result of his industry, close applica- 
iion and efficiency he advanced from 
department to department until he 
is now plant superintendent and a 
stockholder of the corporation. 


Mr. Smith is vitally concerned in 
the welfare of Roaring Spring. For 
three years he served as borough 
auditor and in the spring of 1910 was 
elected a member of council, serving 
in that capacity in a highly efficient 
manner. In politics he is a Republi- 
can, but stresses the importance of 
honorable, qualified candidates above 
that of purely political considera- 
tions. 

He is a consistent member of Trin- 
ity Methodist Episcopal church, tak- 
ing a prominent part in its various 
activities, and is today superntendent 
of the Sunday School. He is also a 
trustee of the church. 

Mr. Smith is united in marriage 
with Miss Eliza Garver, daughter of 
Samuel Garver, deceased, and to this 
union have been born four children: 
Arthur and Samuel, twins; James R. 
and Mary E., all deceased, except 
James Ray, who at present holds the 
position of sales manager of the 
company so ably represented by his 
father. 


——_O0—. 


IVAN E. GARVER 


Prominent among the business and 
industrial men of Blair county in 
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general, and of Roaring Spring in 
particular, is Mr. Ivan EK. Garver, son 
of the late Dr. A. L. Garver, and 
grandson of Daniel Mathias Bare, 
widely known as the founder of 
Roaring Spring. 

Inheriting the thrift, enterprising 
and civic spirit of a noble, industrious 
ancestry, coupled with inherent busi- 
ness qualifications, Mr. Garver is well 
qualified to take up the mantle laid 
aside by those indefatigable leaders 
whose names are revered by every 
reputable citizen in Roaring Spring. 

In addition to being president of 
the D. M. Bare Paper Company and 
the Roaring Spring Blank Book Com- 
pany, Mr. Garver is president of the 
Roaring Spring Bank and a director 
of the Hollidaysburg Trust Company. 
He also is treasurer of the Roaring 
Spring Planing Mill Company and a 
partner in the Roaring Spring De- 
partment store. He is active in the 
public service as a member of the 
Roaring Spring board of education 
for many years and also is prominent 
in club, fraternal and religious cir- 
cles. 

Born in Roaring Spring, the son 
of Dr. A. L. Garver and Ella Bare 
Garver, he always has resided in the 
borough. He was educated at the 
Roaring Spring High School, Dickin- 
son Seminary, Williamsport; Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Mass., and Harv- 
ard University. 

He started his business career with 
the Roaring Spring Blank Book Com- 


pany, of which corporation he was 
made secretary in 1910; treasurer 
and general manager in 1920 and 


president in 1933. 

Mr. Garver served in the United 
States army during the World War, 
being stationed most of the time at 
Camp Hancock, Georgia, a member 
of Company H, First provisional regi- 
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in 1889, serving as assistant postmas- 
ter for five years during the regime 
of his brother, Wilson Hair, now de- 
ceased, as postmaster. He left the 
postoffice when a Republican admin- 
istration gave way to that of the 
Democratic party in 1893. 


Mr. Hair then entered the service 
of the D. M. Bare Paper Company in 
the shipping department and _ then 
took charge of the sales department, 
serving as sales manager until three 
vears ago when-the company estab- 
lished general sales offices in New 
York. During his service as sales 
manager he sold millions of tons of 
paper. He has been a member of the 
board of directors for 25 years, and 
is at present secretary of the board. 

Mr. Hair is a member of the Bare 
Memorial Church of God and _ has 
served as president of the board of 
elders for more than 30 years. His 
affiliation with the church dates back 
to 1894, and during the intervening 
years he has been actively identified 
with the work of the church and Sun- 
day school. 

He is a stockholder of the Roaring 
Spring Bank and has served as a di- 
rector of the institution since its or- 
ganization. He is also a trustee of 
the Nason hospital, and serves as 
its treasurer. 

He is a member of the Roaring 
Spring Masonic lodge. A Republican 
in his political affiliations, he has nev- 
er aspired to public office. 

Mr. Hair was united in marriage 
with Barbara Hoffman in 1889 and 
they have lived continuously in the 
town ever since. Mr. and Mrs. Hair 
are the parents of two sons, Hobart 
W. Hair, manager of accounts in the 
New York offices of the Whitaker 
Paper Company, and Charles Warren 
Hair of Harrisburg, a salesman for 
the Whitaker company. 
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GEORGE SAUERS 


Prominent among the early citizens 
of Roaring Spring was Mr. George 
Sauer, who was born in Germany in 
1837. Mr. Sauer came to America 
in 1856, and enlisted in the Civil 
War at the time of its outbreak and 
distinguished himself as a Union sol- 
dier, for which he received an hon- 
orable discharge. 


He came to Roaring Spring in 1872 
and was afterwards known as one of 
Roaring Spring’s most skillful and 
reliable butchers for a period of nine 
years, his stand being located where 
the present Norge store now stands. 

Mr. Sauer was a charter member 
of the I. O. O. F. He served the bor- 
ough in a highly satisfactory manner 
as street commissioner for many 
years. He passed away in 1903. 


—_O0— 


JAMES DETRICK 


James Detrick, one of Roaring 
Spring’s pioneers, was a foremost 
citizen for quite a number of years 
in the different places where he made 
his home, to attend to his various 
business interests in which he was en- 
gaged. 

He was born in Franklin county, 
Pa., and from there moved to Bed. 
ford county, living in Loysburg for 
some time. He was manager of the 
mercantile business of Bare & Spa- 
nogle, who also operated a large 
flour mill in the same community. 
Early in the seventies he accepted a 
position as station agent at Roaring 
Spring for the P. R. R., and served 
there for some years. He also was 
foreman for a long time of the D. M. 
Bare Paper Co. He served ag bur- 
gess of Roaring Spring, and as a jus- 
tice of the peace. His death occurred 
in March, 1908. 


PIONEER J. P. PIONEER METHODIST 





James Detrick Rev. J. A. J. Williams 








sid "” uyor 


err “A UYOL “sal 





SNAZILIQ YATANOId 
a ea a Se ee 





7 
ae 
i a 


oe 
oS 


¥ 
7 7 ¥ 
a Lae a 
aa ed 
; « y 

: P L 
i 
” 
avs + Ar 
a 7 
 < ¢ 

.i¢ * 

‘ 

; t 

J a 
' ~ 

H 

4 tp *, * 

nas 

5 a / 
rm! ; . = 
| ry 7 


ae 
a - 
—- 
is 
h 
i 






iM e4 '¥ _ . 
’ a4 5 
Sian 
afoul fee |. oS 
aang ye i<D 
VT? ae 
iq eS 
“ d. 
er} 


: i a ‘ “ae A. 
re eee AW ae 
: Pt 


s 
‘ 
Py 
- 
et ny } 
‘s 
& 
coh, ea) 
; b: 
Ap be 
a 
us ; 
y ee ‘ 
(ot Wr 
] iy , x 
, = 
Mg or 
¥,* i i i 
Bf : 
« > ce 
ew | 


oT 
ce ooh? et oe) 7 


ei 


\ ‘ fe) ° 
oe at ‘ 
fo - i 


v 


-- 


7 ay 
Pee a LA 
: PALE wa si) Le ‘<a 








+ “™ 7 
a a" 
, haa 
G 
- 7 
4 . ie 
re’ 
aa 
f \ 
y 
4 e: 
- " 
7% 
’ a 
* 
oa ie 
a 
o 
f v 
“ 
jas ae 
* : 
ry ’ 
b 
7 ee 
‘ ey : 
S. 


PIONEER CITIZEN . 








COLLINS D. GREEN 
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JOHN W. BLAKE 


John W. Blake, one of the first 
blacksmiths in Roaring Spring, was 
born May 8, 1848, in Martinsburg, 
the son of James and Margaret Ellen 
Blake, and spent the greater part of 
his life in that town, although for a 
number of years he was a resident 
of both Roaring Spring and Altoona. 
He grew to manhood in Martinsburg, 
where he attended the early borough 
schools. 

His father was a blacksmith and 
early in life he learned that trade, 
which he followed throughout his life. 
In connection with his trade as a 
blacksmith he made wagons, and in 
the year 1886 he built a combined 
wagon and blacksmith shop in Roar- 
ing Spring, adjoining the site of the 
first book factory erected the same 
year. He followed his trade in this 
town until September 9, 1887, when 
his wagon shop, together with the 
book factory, was burned to the 
ground. He did not rebuild the shop, 
but secured employment with the P. 
R. R. in Altoona, where he remained 
until the time of his retirement. 

At the time of the Civil War he 
enlisted on February 22, 1864, in the 
152nd Volunteer Infantry of Penn- 
sylvania, but was transferred to the 
Third Heavy Artillery, Battery F, un- 
der Captain John A. Blake. He was 
stationed at Fort Monroe and _ saw 
very little active service. Before the 
close of the war he was assigned to 
duty on the Freedman’s Bureau at 
Williamsburg, Va., and so was not 
discharged from the army until No- 
vember 9, 1865. 

Mr. Blake was a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, the H. 
N. Lauer Post No. 82, located at 
Roaring Spring, and was a member 
of the Methodist Church. In politics 
he was a Republican, and at one time 
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received the nomination of his party 


for mayor of the city of Altoona, but 
was defeated by his opponent on a 
close margin. He was widely known 
throughout the Cove and county, and 
his death was mourned by all who 
knew him. 


—(-— 


COLLINS D. GREEN 


Among the few pioneer citizens of 
Roaring Spring who yet survive is 
Mr. Collins D. Green of Spang street. 

Few men have been as active in re- 
ligious, fraternal and civie affairs dur- 
ing their lives as Mr. Green. Although 
he is almost four score years old, his 
interest in the church and her activ- 
ities is unabated. This is also true 
with respect to his relations with fra- 
ternal organizations. 


Mr. Green is greatly interested in 
civic affairs and in everything for the 
benefit of the community. He relates 
many interesting events dating back 
over a period of 60 years or more 
and has in several instances written 
histories of the churches of the com- 
munity. 

He has a remarkable memory and 
keeps records of all events which may 
be of interest to the community in 
years to come, and considerable data 
for this history has been furnished 
oy him. At the present time he pos- 
sesses receipts for taxes paid by him 
while residing in Taylor township in 
1882, of which Roaring Spring was 
then a part, as well as his first house 
reittal receipt, dated in 1882. 

Mr. Green is a son of Abram and 
Sara Grove Green, both deceased, and 
was born in Bloomfield township, 
Bedford county, January 2, 1859, 
where he resided for a period of four 
years, at which time he moved with 
his parents to Claysburg, where they 
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remained for two years and where he 
began his schooling under Major 
Zeth. 

His parents then moved to Taylor 
township where he continued his 
school work at the Cross Roads 
school. While residing in Taylor 
township, as Mr. Green relates, he 
walked to Roaring Spring with a 
bag of rags for the purpose of pur- 
chasing his first school book. 

The family later moved to McKee, 
and at the age of 12 years he was 
compelled to discontinue his education 
in the public schools in order to help 
provide for the large family. 

His father followed the wagon- 
making trade and built the large 
wagons used at that time for the 
transportation of charcoal and ore to 
this vicinity. At the age of 16 years 
Mr. Green was employed at the 
Knavp furnace at Rodman, as a 
builder of coke pits, and then work- 
ed during the following years at the 
various furnaces in the community. 

Following his marriage to Miss 
Flora McKee of Roaring Spring in 
1881, they moved to Roaring Spring 
where they took up housekeeping and 
Mr. Green again returned to the car- 
penter trade taught him by his fath- 
er. Following his career as a carpen- 
ter, he was employed by the paper 
company at Roaring Spring as a ma- 
chine tender, the mill then being un- 
der the ownership of Morrison, Bare 
and Cass. Later he went to work 
for the Akers-Galbraith company 
flour mill, now the Bare Milling Com- 
pany. 

He served the Akers-Galbraith com- 
pany as salesman for a number of 
vears and also was road salesman for 
the company when it changed own- 
ership to the Bare Milling company. 
At the expiration of this work Mr. 
Green accepted a position as salesman 
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for the Leonard Miller company in 
Altoona, and later served in the ca- 
pacity of salesman for the H. C.. 
Prutzman company in the same line 
of merchandise, also located in Al- 
toona, and later became associated 
with J. B. Felty, candy wholesale 
dealer of Altoona, for which firm 
he continued as salesman for many 
years. 

His interest and work in the church 
and Sunday School of the community 
is, without doubt, one of the most 
outstanding records held by any per- 
son in the state, since for a period 
of 55 years he has taught classes in 
the Sunday school and at the half 
century mark of service he was 
awarded a medal from the State Sun- 
day School Society for his excellent 
and continued service in this field. 
He continues to teach his class in the 
Trinity Methodist Sunday School. 

He became affiliated in 1871 with 
the Methodist Church in Roaring 
Spring in the house of worship which 
is now occupied by the Mennonite 
eongregation on Main street, and 
since that time has taken a keen in- 
terest in the work of the church. 

In addition to his career as a re- 
ligious worker, Mr. Green has a very 
enviable record in the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, having been 
affiliated with that organization for a 
period of 55 years. In 1885 he be- 
came a member of the grand lodge, 
having attended sessions over the 
entire country as representative of 
Roaring Spring Lodge, No. 851. He 
is the onlv livine charter member of 
the John I. Noble encampment of I. 
O. O. F., No. 851, of Roaring Spring. 

His first wife. died a number of 
vears aco, To this union were born 
four children. three of whom are liv- 
ing. L. W., of Roaring Spring, Mrs. J. 
T. Wood and Chester of Altoona. He 
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was again united in marriage with 


Miss Mary E. Bookhamer of Roaring 
Spring. 

His father died in 1894 and his 
mother died in 1912. He is one of a 
family of 14 children, nine of whom 
are living, Mrs. Emma Walker of 
Reading, Mrs. Harry Marsden of Al- 
toona, Mrs. W. H. Dodson of Dun- 
cansville, Allison, Harry and Elmer 
of Altoona and Abraham of Detroit, 
Mich. 


—O-— 


S. A. HAMILTON 


Samuel Armstrong Hamilton, born 
e+ Lewistown, Pa., son of Emanuel 
Clay and Cornelia Georgeanna 
‘Beam) Hamilton. was an outstand- 
ing character in the early history of 
Roaring Svring. Mr. Hamilton was 
educated in the grade and high 
schools of Lewistown, having later 
prepared to enter college at Lew- 
istown Academy. 

He was married to Erie Alice Ja- 
cobs, daughter of Calvin Blythe and 
Lucinda (Donaldson) Jacobs of Hol- 
lidaysburg. To this union there was 
born.one daughter, Clare Belle Ham- 
ilton, deceased. 

While a resident of Beaver 
Springs, Pa., in July 17, 1879, Mr. 
Hamilton entered the service of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company as 
vardmaster and operator at Selins- 
erove, Pa. September 1, 1879, he 
was promoted to the position of agent 
for the same company at Painterville, 
Pa. On Anril 3, 1883, he was ad- 
vanced to the position of train-sheet 
everator in “FA” trainmaster’s of- 
fice in the Altoona yards. He also 
acted as extra agent on the then Al- 
toona division. 

Mr. Hamilton began services with 
the company in Roaring Spring on 
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the first day of December, 1905, af- 
ter which he was promoted to freight 
agent at Huntingdon, Pa. He was 


also made passenger and baggage 
agent at the same place November 
alors. 


Samuel Hamilton retired under 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Pension 
system June 1, 1934, and was trans- 
ferred to the U. S. Government Pen- 
sion Bureau, July 1, 1937. Since 
July 1, 1934, he has been acting as 
assistant to George P. Gable, presi- 
dent of the William F. Gable Com- 
pany of Altoona. 


He was elected burgess of Roar- 
ing Spring in March, 1890, serving 
for a period of five years. He was 
also a member of borough council 
during the same time, and a member 
and secretary of Roaring Spring wa- 
ter commission during the period of 
his membership in council. Mr. 
Hamilton drew the plans and specifi- 
cations for, and acted as overseer of, 
the construction of the original water 
works. 


Samuel Armstrong Hamilton be- 
gan to contribute to newspapers and 
magazines in the vear 1895. Between 
the years 1895 and 1920 he was gar- 
den editor and contributed to more 
than 20 standard magazines. Dur- 
ing his residence at Roaring Spring 
he conducted a plant and seed test- 
ing garden for various large seed 
and nursery firms, testing the various 
novelties as they were brought out 
from year to year, and making re- 
ports as to their availability for in- 
troduction to the public. For 15 
years he acted as sole judge of the 
largest six annual flower shows lo- 
cated in New York state and the sec- 
tion lying between the cities of El- 
mira on the south and Rochester on 
the north, which for years has been 
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known as the great flower center of 
that state. 


Mr. Hamilton is a member of 
Woodbury Lodge F. & A. M., No. 
539, Roaring Spring, and until retire- 
ment from the Pennsylvania railroad 
was a member of the Huntingdon Ro- 
tary club. He is a member of St. 
John’s Episcopal church of Hunting- 
don, Pa, 


——O— 


C. E. VANDERAU 


Mr. Charles E. Vanderau, a widely 
known and highly respected citizen of 
Roaring Spring, and one of the town’s 
leading barbers, was born Feb.1,1870. 

Mr. Vanderau came to Roaring 
Spring in the year 1888, and was em- 
ployed as a barber by Sherman Hite, 
whose business he bought in 1890. 
He has since conducted a barber shop 
of his own, and has, in all, followed 
barbering as a profession for a period 
of 53 years. 


In 1914, Mr. Vanderau was elect- 
ed justice of the peace, an office he 
has held for almost 20 years. 


—O— 


HENDERSON GORSUCH 


James Henderson Gorsuch, one of 
Blair county’s leading blacksmith and 
coach builders, and a highly respect- 
ed citizen of Roaring Spring, was 
born May 20, 18338, at Birmingham, 
Pa., a son of Benjamin and Anne Mc- 
Clelland Gorsuch. He attended the 
early schools of his day in Birming- 
ham, where his early boyhood was 
spent. The early part of his life was 
spent in and near Birmingham and 
Springfield Furnace. 

He was married to Elizabeth Gates, 
a daughter of Levi and Sarah Gates, 
the wedding taking place at Martins- 
burg. the Rev. Blake, pastor of the 
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Methodist church, officiating. Fol- 
lowing his marriage he, with his wife, 
resided at Springfield Furnace. 

Throughout his life he followed 
the trade of blacksmithing, coming to 
Roaring Spring May 10, 1887, where 
he followed his trade, being employ- 
ed by the local paper mill. He fol- 
lowed John W. Blake as_ the local 
blacksmith. 


He was a member of the Methodist 
church, the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, and in politics was a 
Republican. He was the father of 
19 children, six girls and_ thirteen 
boys, ten of whom survive. 


After coming to Roaring Spring he 
made it his place of residence until 
the time of his death in 1896. 


—_—O— 


SAMUEL H. CREE 


One of the most prominent men in 
religious and business circles in Roar- 
ing Spring was Mr. S. H. Cree, for 
years cashier of Roaring Spring Bank. 

Mr. Cree was a son of David and 
Deborah Dickson Cree and was born 
at Birmingham, July 6, 1843. He be- 
gan clerking in the Owens store at 
Birmingham at the age of 13 years, 
several years later he started work 
for the Old Iron firm of Lyon Shorb 
& Company at Tyrone Forge and 
Pennsylvania Furnace. He went to 
Tyrone in 1868, was one of the char- 
ter members of the Presbyterian 
church at Tyrone, where he was ac- 
tive in church work as a deacon and 
Sunday School teacher. He was en- 
gaged in the merchandising business. 
He came to Roaring Spring 48 years 
ago and became manager of the Roar. 
ing Spring department store, which 
position he held for 22 years, until 
the organization of the Roaring 
Spring bank 26 years ago. He was 
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chosen as cashier and held this posi- 
tion until his death, Jan. 28, 1928. 

Upon coming to Roaring Spring 
Mr. Cree attended Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal church, but retained his 
membership in the Tyrone church, 
being a contributing member in both 
churches. He has served as assistant 
superintendent of this Sunday School 
for 35 years, and was teacher of a 
class of men for 48 years. He had 
been a Sunday School teacher for 
over 60 years, having received a gold 
medal from the State Sunday School 
Association in recognition of his ser- 
vice. 

Mr. Cree was twice married. His 
first marriage was with Miss Ellen 
M. Williams in the year 1867. She 
died September 3, 1880. Mr. Cree 
and Mrs. Ida J. Laird of Tyrone were 
united in marriage February 22, 1882. 
She survives with the following chil- 
dren. who are to the first union of 
Mr. Cree: H. D. Cree of Tyrone, 
Boyd H. Cree and Mrs. Louis F. Gar- 
ber of Roaring. Spring; one step-son, 
C. A. Laird of Philadelphia, eight 
grandchildren, four great-grandchil- 
dren; one sister, Miss Mary Cree of 
Warriorsmark; two half brothers, 
John and James of Altoona, and one 
half-sister, Mrs. A. W. Templeton of 
Tyrone. 


——O-—— 


J. F. HIMES 


J. F. Himes, widely known in Roar- 
ing Spring and throughout Blair 
county as an expert miller, was born 
in Germany, September 3, 1853. He 
came to America on the ship Saconia 
with John Rauscher and his aunt, ar- 
riving in Roaring Spring on May 25, 
1866. Mr. Rauscher went to Mar- 
tinsburg and his aunt later married 
John Reik. 

Mr. Himes arriving here made his 
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permanent home with his uncle, 
George Himes. For seven years he 
worked among the farmers of the 
Cove, among whom was Andrew 
Stoner, where he once unhitched the 
senior D. M. Bare’s horse from the 
sleigh on which was mounted a large 
wooden store box, Mr. Bare having 
come to the home of Mr. Stoner to 
buy wheat. 

Mr. Himes learned the milling 
trade at Clover Creek at what was 
known as the old Fouse mill, operated 
by B. F. Hoover. From _ there he 
went to the Klepser mill on Clover 
Creek and after a time back to the 
Fouse mill in the year 1875. 

Mr. Himes moved to Sproul where 
he ran the Sara Furnace mill and in 
1879 to the Aucker mill at St. Clairs- 
ville. He moved to McKee in 1880, 
where he worked in the furnace for 


four years, after which he again be- 


gan to work for Mr. Fred Greaser at 
the Fouse mill. ; 

On September 3, 1887, he began 
to work for Akers-Galbraith & Co. 
in Roaring Spring, continuing with 
them until April, 1894, when Eman- 
uel A. Feight took charge of the 
mill. Mr. Feight ceased operating 
the mill in the year 1906. This also 
terminated the employment of Mr. 
Himes at this mill. Consequently Mr. 
Himes went to work at the planing 
mill in Roaring Spring, where he re- 
mained for one year. 

In 1907 Mr. Himes went into the 
grocery business in the building now 
occupied by Price’s Store. Two 
years later, in 1909, he went to E]l- 
wood city, Lawrence county, where 
he was employed as a stationary en- 
gineer in a large tube mill. In July, 
1910, he went to work in Everett, 
where he remained until August 1, 
1911, ater which he went to work 
at the Haller Bakery, Altoona, where 
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he remained until July 13, 1929, at 
which time he was taken ill, and has 
been confined to his room ever since. 

When Mr. Himes came here the 
John B. Price house, which was lo- 
cated across the alley adjacent to 
what is now Martin’s Store, the Basil 
Daniels house, the Dan’] Garber house 


(near the Eckard block), the log 
house in which Charles Smaltz kept 
toll gate and in which Mr. Bare 
boarded with Daniel Garber, the 
Spang farm house, the house which 
was moved back from Main street, 
and in which Job Spang was living, 
to make room for the Roaring Spring 
Theatre building, the Shiffler house, 
where the Wilderson property is lo- 
cated and which was used as a store 
by Mr. Farquhar, and the house 
which was moved from what is now 
known as the Wike property at the 
point and now occupied by J. B. 
Miller, were the only dwelling houses 
in what is now known as Roaring 
Spring. There was, however, a 
blacksmith shop operated by Basil 
Daniels, where Masood’s ice cream 
factory and stand is now located. 
There was also a school house locat- 
ed near what is now known as_ the 
Eckard block. 


Mr. Himes married Martha Auck- 
er, daughter of Paul B. and Sara 
Aucker, July 4, 1875. To this union 
there were born 14 children, five of 
whom survive, namely, Mrs. Blaine 
Butler of Roaring Spring, Mrs. Blair 
Snyder also of Roaring Spring, Mrs. 
George Spade of Kingston, N. Y.; 
Mrs. Frank Shoeman of Roaring 
Spring, and Miss Mabel, who remains 
at home taking care of her invalid 
father. Mrs. Himes was called to 
her reward June 16, 1928, and is 
buried in Greenlawn cemetery. 
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JOHN B. MILLER 


John B. Miller was born at Bakers 
Summit, February 3, 1862. He be- 
gan business as a shoe merchant, re- 
pairman and _ harness maker in 
Roaring Spring in the year 1889, con- 
tinuing in that business ever since. 
He is, in fact, the only merchant in 
Roaring Spring who has continued in 
business under the same name for 
that length of time, 48 years. 


Few merchants have done more for 
Roaring Spring than has Mr. Miller. 
For 48 years he has been one of its 
leading business men and taxpayers. 
As a property holder to an extent 
far beyond the average, he has, by 
virtue of this fact, been a heavy con- 
tributor to each and every municipal] 
improvement made in the borough 
for almost half a century. He has 
figured prominently in the support of 
our churches and schools, and in the 
construction and improvement of our 
streets. As a shoe merchant he has 
proven himself thoroughly reliable, 
always carrying a full line of the very 
best shoes found on the market. As 
a repairman he has shown himself 
skillful, courteous and accommodat- 
ing. As a saddler he has no superior 
in this section of the state. 


Mr. Miller ranks among the old- 
est merchants and shoe repairmen in 
town in point of service, having sery- 
ed, in many cases, three generations 
in that capacity in a diligent and sat- 
isfactory manner long to be remem- 
bered by his fellow citizens: 


He was married to Miss Anna 
Sauer on January i, 1901. 
—Oo—- 


HENRY ECKARD 
One of the most widely known pi- 
oneer citizens of Roaring Spring is 
Henry Eckard, who never could be 
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wrongly placed, no matter what the 
nature or character of the work that 
was needed to be done. 


Mr. Eckard, a son of Jacob and 
Susan Eckard, was born at Spang’s 
Mill, June 17, 1853, where he spent 
his boyhood days. After having lived 
for a short period of time near the 
foot of Dunning’s mountain, he re- 
turned to Roaring Spring, where he 
has remained ever since. 


Mr. Eckard says he went to school 
16 weeks in the pebble-dashed school- 
house, which was located on the lot 
a short distance from the railroad, 
now owned by Howard Garver. The 
teacher of this school was Maria Mars- 
den. Mr. Eckard states that Miss 
Marsden, the teacher, disappeared 
one afternoon at 2 o’clock while on 
duty, a young man having called at 
that time driving a horse and buggy. 
Miss Marsden accompanied him and 
has never been heard of since. 


February 16, 1876, Mr. Eckard was 
united in marriage with Miss Betty 
Imler, daughter of Solomon and Ma- 
ry Imler, the ceremony being per- 
formed by James Dietrick, a reputa- 
ble Justice of the Peace, during the 
early history of Roaring Spring. To 
this union was born six daughters, 


four of whom are living, and _ two 
sons. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eckard took up 


housekeeping near Dunning’s moun- 
tain where, as stated before, they re- 
mained for a short time prior to be- 
coming permanent citizens of Roar- 
ing Spring. 

It is difficult to say just what Mr. 
Eckard’s occupation in life was, due 
to the fact that he was capable of 
doing efficiently all kinds of work— 


carpentering, stonemasoning, brick- 
levin™, blacksmithing and repairing 
of all kinds. Generally speaking, 
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however, he was known as a contrac- 
tor and builder. 


Religiously Mr. Eckard united with 
the Lutheran church in early life. 
Politically he is non-partisan, voting 
for the candidate who in his judgment 
is best qualified for the office to 
which he or she aspires. 


—— 0 — 


EDWARD HAIR 


Edward Hair, an influential citizen 
of Roaring Spring, was born in Bed- 
ford county, April 28, 1850, the son 
of Samuel R. and Margaret (Smith) 
Hair. 


Mr. Hair attended school in his 
native place until he was LY, and 
then became clerk in a general store. 
After several years’ experience he 
became manager of a store at Bakers 
Summit, for C. R. Stover, where he 
remained for four years. In 1874-he 
came to Roaring Spring where he 
entered the general mercantile and 
drug business. He continued in this 
business until February, 1910, when 
he sold out to Dr. W. M. Eldon. 


In politics Mr. Hair was a Demo- 
crat, and was appointed postmaster 
at Roaring Spring during the term of 
President Cleveland, serving for a 
period of four years. 


Mr. Hair married Miss Elizabeth 
Pote. of Bakers Summit. One dauch- 
ter, Mabel, wife of the late Frederick 
Garver, of Roaring Spring, survives. 
Mr. Hair was an Odd Fellow and a 
Mason. 


—_—)— 


HORACE G. HAIR 


One of the leading and most highly 
respected citizens of Roaring Spring 
is Mr. H. G. Hair who conducts a gen- 
eral store on Main street. 

Mr. Hair is a son of Samuel R. and 
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Margaret (Smith) Hair and was born 
at Woodbury, Bedford county, Dec. 
20, 1859. 

Mr. Hair for many years managed 
the mercantile business of D. M. Bare 
Paper Co. Since relinquishing his 
position with said company in the year 
1914, he went into the mercantile 
business for himself and is today one 
of Roaring Spring’s most progressive 
and reliable merchants, a man of un- 
impeachable character, a sterling citi- 
zen and an active member of Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

There is not a creditable institution 
in the borough that has not received 
the cooperation and loyal support of 
Mr. H. G. Hair. He has filled offices 
to his credit and the great benefit of 
the town. His interests in schools 
and churches is that of an upright and 
honorable citizen with a broad view 
of life. 

Politically Mr. Hair is a Republican 
and stands ready to support every 
forward movement that has for its 
avowed and specific purpose the 
amelioration of his fellowman. 

Mr. Hair was married to Miss Fan- 
nie C. Lorenz of Leamersville, Pa., 
and to this union were born three 
sons and two daughters, Gerald B., 
Edward C., Wilfred, Mary and Helen. 

Mr. Hair is the only surviving mem- 
ber of the first Roaring Spring coun- 
cil, which was organized March i 
1888. 


—O—— 


PROF. J. K. RITCHEY 


The history of the educational ac- 
tivities of Roaring Spring without 
due reference to the valuable services 
rendered the borough by Prof. J. K. 
Ritchey would be incomplete to say 
the least. 

Mr. Ritchey, a son of Isaac W. 
Ritchey, a resident of Yellow Creek, 
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Bedford county, Pa., was born at 
Everett, January 8, 1866. When Mr. 
Ritchey was 9 years of age his pa- 
rents moved to New _ Enterprise, 
where he secured his early educa- 
tional training in the public schools 
of that place. He subsequently at- 
tended the Pennsylvania State Nor- 
mal School at Millersville, practically 
paying his own tuition and graduat- 
ing from that institution in 1892. 

At the age of 18 he began to teach 
school, an ambtion he had _ in his 
youthful days. 


For a time Mr. Ritchey was prin- 
cipal of the schools at Loysburg and 
for three years principal of the 
Woodbury schools. He came to 
Roaring Spring High School in the 
year 1896, serving as principal until 
the year 1917, a period of 21 years. 

For 18 years Mr. Ritchey  con- 
ducted summer normal schools of his 
own, during which time he had 400 
successful teachers on his large list 
of students. These schools were held 
at different times at Roaring Spring, 
Woodbury and Loysburg and were 
always very largely attended. 

Mr. Ritchey had the honor of serv- 
ing several terms as a member of 
the permanent certificate examining 
board, under the appointment of the 
nationally renowned educator, Hon. 
Nathan C. Schaffer, State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction. 

Mr. Ritchey had a host of person- 
al friends and admirers throughout 
Blair county and in Roaring Spring 
in particular, and at no time in the 
history of Roaring Spring has its 
schools turned out a class of more 
thorough, well-rounded, highly quali- 
fied graduates—graduates capable of 
going out into life and meeting the 
duties and responsibilities confront- 
ing the young men and women of the 
age in which they lived than were 
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those turned out during the years in 
which Mr. Ritchey served as princi- 
pal. 

Prof. Ritchey was married to Miss 
Ida M. Wright, a native of Pleasant- 
ville, Bedford county, Pa. Although 
he resided in Roaring Spring, Mr. 


Ritchey owned a farm of 146 acres 
in Taylor township. It was on this 
farm that the veteran educator spent 
the closing days of his life. A mem- 
ber of the Lutheran church, he was 
active in the activities of the church 
of his choice and served as superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School for a 
number of years. 


——< ya 


DR. J. T. VISSEL 


Among those who successfully 
practiced medicine in Roaring Spring 
was Dr. Julius Trester Vissel, who 
was born March 38, 1865, at Dublin, 
Bucks county, Pa. After being 
schooled in the _ public schools of 
Bucks county he became a student in 
New York state. After finishing his 
education at the latter place, he 
started to teach in the public schools 
at Pipersville and Wismer, Bucks 
county, Pa., at the age of 17. He 
later studied medicine at Medico Chi, 
Philadelphia, graduating in 1888. 

Dr. Vissel first practiced medicine 
in Bakers Summit, Pa., and at a later 
date in Woodbury, Pa. After prac- 
ticing for some time at the latter 
place he returned to Philadelphia for 
advanced study in medicine. After 
completing his special course in Phil- 
adelphia he practiced for some time 
at Perkasie, Pa., coming to Roaring 
Spring in 1911, where he enjoyed a 
successful and lucrative practice un- 
til the time of his death, which occur- 
red in 1918. His remains are now 


reposing in Greenlawn cemetery, 


Roaring Spring. 

October 2, 1890, Dr. Vissel was 
united in marriage with Mary E. 
Widemeyer. To this union there was 
born one child, Martha, who is mar- 
ried to Donald Loose, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Loose, the former being 
a retired banker, and who resides to- 
day on East Main street, Roaring 
Spring. 


(as 


DR. C. W. FOX 


Dr. Charles W. Fox, one of the 
leading physicians and surgeons of 
Roaring Spring and one of its widely 
known public spirited citizens, was 
born at Woodbury, Bedford county, 
Pa., September 10, 1859, a son of 
Michael Fox, who lived there into an 
honorable old age, having reached his 
eightieth year when death occurred. 


C. W. Fox was reared in the old 
home in Woodbury and_ attended 
school there and afterward in Taylor 
township, Blair county. In 1879 he 
began the study of medicine with Dr. 
John Oellig, then a well known phy- 
sician of Woodbury, and from his in- 
struction entered Jefferson Medica! 
college, Philadelphia, graduating in 
1882. His first field of medical prac- 
tice was at Argentine, Kansas, from 
which place he moved in a short time 
back to Woodbury. He located at 
Buffalo Mills, Bedford county, in 1884 
and remained there until March, 1887, 
when he came to Roaring Spring 
where he enjoyed a large and lucra- 
tive practice. He was also a member 
of the hospital staff of the Nason hos- 
pital. 

Dr. Fox married Miss Catherine 
Mohr, daughter of John Mohr of 
Roaring Spring. To this union two 
sons were born, Henry N, and Emory 
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W., who yet survive. Mr. Fox was a 
32nd degree Mason; a member of 
Model Lodge No. 856, Odd Fellows 
at Roaring Spring and was identified 


with its different branches and served 
in the office of the Grand Patriarch 
of the Grand Encampment. He was 
also a member of the Foresters of 
Roaring Spring. 

Religiously, Mr. Fox was a mem- 
ber of the Lutheran church. Politica]- 
ly, he was a Republican, and was al- 
ways active in the interests of his 
party. 

. From the year 1905 until 1915 Mr. 

Fox was a member of the borough 
council, serving the major portion of 
the time in the capacity of president, 
always taking great interest in the 
progressive movements of the town. 


——- 


HARRY M. DETRICK 


Harry M. Detrick was born at 
Loysburg, March 17, 1861, the son 
of James and Rachel (Johnson) Det- 
rick. 


He was about six years of age when 
his parents came to Roaring Spring 
where he attended school until he was 
seventeen, at which time he entered 
the employ of the D. M. Bare Paper 
Co., with whom he remained identi- 
fied most of the remainder of his life. 
He was gradually advanced in posi- 
tion and responsibility until 1896 
when he was made foreman of the 
stock department, a most enviable 
promotion. 


Mr. Detrick married Miss Alice Im- 
ler, of Roaring Spring, who still sur- 
vives. He always took an interest in 
public affairs, and soon became a 
prominent Republican leader. For 


Seven consecutive years he served as 


a member of the Republican county 
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committee from Roaring Spring, and 
was a delegate to the State conven- 
tion from Blair county that nominat- 
ed Governor Pennypacker. He was 
an Odd Fellow, and a member of 
Model Lodge 856, at Roaring Spring. 
For fifteen years he served as a mem- 
ber of the local school board, and was 
at one time president, and later treas- 
urer, of this body 


-—O— 


EDWARD C. KORB 
Few men in Roaring Spring were 
more highly esteemed than was Ed- 
ward C. Korb. 


Mr. Korb, a son of Adam and Mar- 
garet Korb, was born in New York 
City, from where he with his parents 


removed to Taylor township in the 
days of his boyhood. He was edu- 
cated in the Shiffler and Dick schools. 

For many years Mr. Korb was an 
employe of the D. M. Bare Company 
paper mill, where during the latter 
years of his life he occupied the re- 
sponsible position of superintendent 
of the finishing department. 


As a member of the Methodist Epis. 
copal church, he lived a consistent 
Christian life, and was influential in 
the social and religious circles of the 
town. No sacrifice was too great, nor 
no task too arduous for him to per- 
form when the welfare and progress 
of his church or Sunday School de- 
manded it. 


In April, 1876, Mr. Korb was unit- 
ed in marriage with Miss Harriet 
Keith at Hollidaysburg by Rev. M. L. 
Smith, pastor of the M. E. church of 
that place. To this union two chil- 
dren were born, namely, Blanche L. 
and Elda M. Korb. 





PROF. J. H. STEPHENS 
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J. H. STEPHENS 
Prominent in educational circles, 
but 
throughout Blair county following the 
close of the Civil War, Prof. 
John Henry Stephens, whose demise, 
April 10, 1915, was greatly mourned 
by all who knew him. 

Mr. Stephens was the son of Hen- 
ry and Ruhannah Robinson Steph- 
ens and was born in Newry, April 2, 
1841. His parents died while he was 
still a baby and at the age of 2, he 
was placed in the care of Jacob Wal- 
ters of Claysburg, who reared and 
educated him. When 19 years of 
age he secured a position as school 
teacher, which position he held until 
the start of the Civil War, when he 
enlisted in Company C, Two Hundred 
end Fifth Pensylvania Volunteers, 
serving as first sergeant until 1862, 
when he was mustered out on 
count of ill health. He participated 
in the attack on St. Petersburg and 
in the battle of Fort Steadman. 


not only in Roaring Spring, 


was 


On September 24, 1867, he was 
united in marriage with Anna M. 
Lehman, daughter of Jacob and 


Catherine Lehman of Martinsburg. 
This union was blessed with the fol- 
lowing children: Mrs. Dillie Cowen, 
William A., Herbert J., Mrs. Anna 
Butler, Ruth and Charles S., all of 
Roaring Spring. 

After his discharge from the ser- 
vice, Professor Stephens taught 
school in Taylor township until 1876, 
when he was elected county superin- 
tendent, which position he held for 
three successive terms. At the ex- 
piration of his third term he pur- 
chased the Young farm, located 
south of Roaring Spring, and resided 
there until 1902, when he moved to 


BGs, 


Roaring Spring and occupied the 


house in which he died. 
He was a faithful and active mem- 


ber of Christ Reformed church until 
the time of his first illness, Novem- 
ber 11, 1911. He also served as 
Sunday School superintendent and 
teacher of the Stephens Bible class 
for many years. He united with the 
church when he was 14 years of age. 
He was an elder of the Reformed 
church and was usually the church 
representative at the Juniata classis 
and the general synod. He was the 
first person in that neighborhood to 
endorse the ministers’ retirement 
fund and was the first to contribute 
to that cause. 


Mr. Stephens was associated prom- 
inently with the Nason hospital, be- 
ing for a number of years a member 
and secretary of the board of trus- 
tees. He also took a deep interest 
in educational institutions and while 
residing at Roaring Spring and in 
Taylor township served as school di- 
rector. 


In politics he was a staunch Re- 
publican. He was also a member of 
Woodbury lodge, No. 539, Free and 
Accepted Masons. 


—O— 


J. P. MARTIN 


Jacob P. Martin, retired school 
teacher and prominent merchant of 
Roaring Spring, was a son of Charles 
and Klizabeth Martin, both deceased, 
and was born on March 6, 1863, near 
Woodbury, Bedford county, where he 
resided with his parents on the farm 
and where he started his school days. 
At the age of 8 years he moved with 
his parents to Taylor township on 2 
farm where he completed his school 
days, and spent one term at the Ju- 
niata Collegiate institute at Martins- 


i34 


burg. At the age of 16 he obtained 
a position as teacher in the township 
schools, an occupation he followed 
for a period of 10 years. 

During the 10-year period he 
taught in the Taylor township schools, 
Greenfield township schools and two 
terms in the Roaring Spring borough 
schools. He then attended Zeth’s 
Business College in Altoona and 
completed the bookkeeping and short- 
hand course. His parents moved to 
Sharpsburg where he resided with 
them while engaged in teaching 
school. 

Following his teaching career, he 
was employed as a clerk in the W. 
S. Lee store at Seventh avenue and 
Thirteenth street, Altoona, for one 
year. In 1892 he purchased the gen- 
eral store where the William H. 
Carper store now stands. Here he 
continued in business for 10 years, 
after which he disposed of the con- 
tents of the store and accepted a 
position as clerk in the Roaring Spring 
Blank Book factory office where he 
remained for two years as bookkeep- 
er, later moving to Williamsburg 
where he supervised the building of 
the Juniata Manufacturing Company 
blank book factory and managed the 
plant for three years. 

He then returned to Roaring Spring 
and embarked in the grocery busi- 
ness, and up until the year 1919 the 
store was known as the J. P. Martin 
erocery. At that time he divided the 
interest in the store with his son, 
Paul A. Martin, after which time the 
establishment was known as the aes 
Martin & Son grocery on Main street. 
This store has recently been taken 
over by Mr. H. C. Price, owner of 
Price’s store on East Main street. 

Mr. Martin served as a member of 
the Roaring Spring council for a 
term of four years and also on the 
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school board for more than six years, 
serving as secretary of the board 


during that time. He was a regular 
church attendant and served as su- 
perintendent of the Lutheran Sunday 
school at East Sharpsburg for two 
years, at Williamsburg for two years 
and for a period of 12 years headed 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Sunday school 
in Roaring Spring. He continued in 
that position until January, 1929, 
when he refused reelection, to take 
charge of the women’s class in the 
Sunday school, which group compris- 
ed more than 75 women of the 
church. 


At the organization of the First 
National bank in Roaring Spring 
he was elected president of the insti- 
tution, holding this post at the time 
of his death. He also served as a 
member of the board of directors. 

During his boyhood days Mr. Mar- 
tin attended the Reformed church 
and Sunday school, and following the 
death of his parents, he attended St. 
Luke’s church in the borough and 
took an active part in the church 
work, attending every session and 
holding various important posts in 
the congregation. 


He was united in marriage with 
Martha Madera on Sept. 25, 1887, and 
to this union the following children 
were born: Mrs. Mary Miller of 
Kansas City, Mo., Mrs. Paul Miller, 
Paul A. Martin, Carl L. Martin and 
Miss Helen Martin, all of Roaring 
Spring. 


—o— 


ERASTUS KING 


Erastus King, a veteran of the 
Civil War, and widely known in 
Roaring Spring and community as a 
skillful tailor, was born at St. Clairs- 
ville, Bedford county, January 1. 
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1832. Some time later his parents 
moved to Schellsburg, where he grew 
to manhood. In March, 1855, he 
married Miss Elizabeth Trigger of 
that place, and in 1862 came to 
Roaring Spring to reside. He _ en- 
listed in the 148th regiment, Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, in August, 1863, 
went to the front and served with 
distinction until discharged June 30, 
1865. Mr. King was wounded at 


Poe River, May 10, 1864, and from: 


that time until the time of his death 
suffered as a result of an unextract- 
ed bullet being in his thigh. He saw 
service at Strasburg, Armenia Ford 
and in the Battle of the Wilderness. 
At the close of the war he returned 
to Roaring Spring, where he remain- 
ed until 1866, when he and his fam- 
ily moved to Waterside. In 1867 he 
took up his residence at Woodbury, 
remaining there until the year 1882, 
at which time he returned to Roar- 
ing Spring, where he lived until the 
time of his death. 


Mr. King was a tailor by occupa- 
tion and as such ranked among the 
best in this section of the state. He 
continued working at his trade until 
he was compelled to retire because of 
his enfeebled condition. 

He was a member vf the Lutheran 
church and Lieutenant Lowry Post 
No. 82 of Roaring Spring. 


—_—O—- 
GEORGE W. MAUK 


George W. Mauk, a son of Freder- 
ick and Susan Mauk, was born at 
Peoria, Ill., September 8, 1858, from 
which place a few years later he 
moved with his parents to Osterburg, 
from which place his father enlisted 
in the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
and in a few years after died in a 
hospital. His mother was then re- 
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siding at Osterburg, and the deceased 
and his sisters were sent to the Sol- 
diers’ Orphan School at Cassville, 
Huntingdon county, where he was ed- 
ucated. 


In 1874 he engaged with Levi N. 
Croft, the proprietor of the Lower 
Maria Forge mill, to learn the mill- 
ing trade. He afterward worked for 
B. F. Longenecker at Waterside mill, 
and in 1876 became head miller for 
W. J. Galbraith, proprietor of the 
Roaring Spring mill. In 1880 he 
leased the Lower Maria Forge mill 
and after two years engaged with J. 
L. Replogle, on Potter Creek, as 
head miller where he remained for 
two years, and then went to Mar- 
tinsburg as head miller for Hagey 
& Clapper. In 1886 he went to Chi- 
cago, Ill., as miller for Eckart & 
Swan. In 1888 he returned to Bed- 
ford county and rented the A. E. 
Fyan mill at Fyan, where he remain- 
ed until 1891, when he took charge 
of the Schellsburg mill. He remain- 
ed there until he became the owner 
of the mill at Manns Choice in 1895. 
This mill was destroyed by fire in 
1896. He then erected a new mill 
there, which was considered the fin- 
est in the state. He became proprie- 
tor of the mill at Birmingham in 
1897, where he remained until he 
bought the Spruce Creek mill in 
1901, remaining there until his health 
failed in 1904. In 1906 he engaged 
with Mock & Hoover, proprietors of 
the D. M. Bare mill at Roaring 
Spring, whom he served with fidelity 


and entire satisfaction until his 
health again failed, when he was 
compelled to quit work. All that 


was possible was done for his recovy- 
ery, but to no avail, and he kept 


growing weaker until 1910 when 
death ended his suffering. 
On December 25, 1878 he was 


ee 
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married to Miss Alice Rough of 
Roaring Spring by Rev. J. A. J. 
Williams. To this union the follow- 
ing sons were born: Howard, James 
H., George W., Webster and Claude. 
Mr. Mauk was a_ brother of Mrs. 
Alice Adams, mother of the writer 
of this sketch. His mother was mar- 
ried to John Myers of Rodman, but 
has been deceased for many years. 
She is survived by two of. her sons, 
John and Abel Myers of near Roar- 
ine Spring. 

Mr. Mauk was an adherent of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and at 
the time of his death was an esteem- 
ed and useful member of that church 
at Roaring Spring. He was the pres- 
ident of its Junior Epworth League 
for a number of years and the or- 
ganizer and president of the Meth- 
odist Brotherhood of the church. 
which he served with untiring fidelity 
and devotion. His death was a most 
triumphant and happy one. Waking 
up some time before the end came, 


with face radiant, he said: “Oh. 
friends! This must be heaven, I 
cannot tell what I saw.” After that 


he was heard to say, “I often wonder- 
ed why the book of Revelations was 
written, until a revelation was made 
to me.”’ 

He was also a member of Tyrone 
lodge of Odd Fellows, and of the en- 
campment and canton of that order. 
in all of which he was prominent and 
highly esteemed. 


—)— 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

John Quincey Adams, prominent in 
the livery business for a number of 
years, was the son of Ignatius Ad- 
ams and was born at the foot of 
Plane No. 5, in Cambria. county. 
on, ‘April .5; “Shoe embarked in 
the sewing machine and piano and 


‘fellow-townsmen, serving as 


organ business soon after locating 
here, following that avocation for 
about ten years, then engaging’ in 
the livery business. 

Mr. Adams was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal. church, and al- 


‘ways took an active part in relig- 


ious revivals and other christian 
work, having been an enthusiastic 
Sunday School worker. He enjoyed 


repeated honors at the hands of his 
town 
councilman and other offices of trust. 

Mr. Adams was a man of a most 
jovial disposition and generous im- 
pulses, and in his death the town lost 
one of her most useful and active 
citizens. He always extended a cor- 
dial greeting to everybody he met, 


‘that lent a ray of light to brighten 


their pathway of life. He was called 
to his reward Nov. 11, 1907. 


—_—QO—_— 


E. A. FEIGHT 


EK. A. Feight, a prominent miller of 
Roaring Spring, was a native of Hus- 
ton township, Blair county. The days 
of his youth were spent there and in 
North Woodbury township, where he 
was raised. When he became of age 
he adopted the teaching profession 
and taught in the public schools of 
the above mentioned township for 
four years. In the year 1880 he be- 
came a resident of Roaring Spring 
end had charge of the schools here 
for five years. He then engaged in 
the milling business, acting as sales- 
man. His abilities were quickly rec- 
ognized and his control of the busi- 
ness rapidly widened until finally in 
1894 he became the sole manager. of 
the Bare Milling Company, which 
place he filled until the year. 1906, 
when he moved to Indiana. 

Mr. Feight was engaged in the 
milling business 21 years and possess- 
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ed a thorough knowledge of the busi- 
ness. He was one of the representa- 
tive business men of Roaring Spring. 
2 borough school director for many 
vears and a director of the Roaring 
Spring Bank and of the Morrisons 
Cove Bank at Martinsburg. 


——O—— 


MILLARD BOLGER 


Among the few living early me- 
chanics who for many years labored 
faithfully in Roaring Spring indus- 
tries, particularly in the D. M. Bare 
company paper mill, is Mr. Millard 
Bolger of Water street. 


Mr. Bolger was born March 11, 
1858 at Woodbury, Bedford county, 
the son of David and Elizabeth Bol- 
ger, and for the first 26 years of his 
life resided in that Bedford county 
town. He attended the public schools 
in Woodbury during his boyhood 
days. 


On January 21, 1884, Mr. Bolger 
was united in marriage with Miss 
Susan Imler of Woodbury. The wed- 
ding took place in Martinsburg with 
the Rev. Ephraim Dutt, pastor of the 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran church, of- 
ficiating. 

Following their marriage, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bolger lived for two years in 
Woodbury, then moving to Roaring 
Spring where for the past 51 years 
they have resided. 

Mr. Bolger is a member of the St. 
Luke’s Lutheran church in Roaring 
Spring. In politics he is a Republi- 
can, and since becoming of age he 
has missed but one election. He has 
been employed for 48 years in the D. 
M. Bare paper mill, being foreman 
over the machinists for many years. 

He is the father of four children, 
one son and three daughters, Arthur 
Bolger of Altoona, Mrs. Hattie Heus- 


ton of Roaring Spring and Miss Em- 
ma and Mrs. Olive King at home. 


——_O— 


MRS. MAGDALENE WIKE 


An outstanding personage in the 
social and religious circles of Roar- 
ing Spring was Mrs. Magdalene Roffe 
Wike, wife of David R. Wike who 
preceded her to the grave. 

Mrs. Wike was widely and popular- 
ly known throughout Blair county, 
and ranked among its most foremost 
and highly recpected citizens. 

She was a past president of the 
Ladies’ Hospital association and of 
the Roaring Spring Legion auxiliary. 
She was a charter member of the 
Roaring Spring chapter, Order of the 
Eastern Star. 

Mrs. Wike was a member of St. 
Luke’s Episcopal church of Lock 
Haven and a regular attendant of 
Trinity Methodist church of this place 
and active in these privileges as long 
as she was able to attend. 

Born Jan. .12, 1861, at Mill Hall, 
she was a daughter of George D. and 
Frances (Kessinger) Roffe. She mar- 
ried David R. Wike April 27, 1887, 
the ceremony being performed by 
Rev. E. D. Weigle at the parsonage 
of the First Lutheran church in Al- 
toona. 

Her husband, David R. Wike, died 
July 1, 1910. Mr. Wike came to 
Roaring Spring in the early industrial 
activities of the paper mill and as- 
sisted in the erection of the plant for 
Morrison, Bare and Cass. He assist- 
ed in the building of various other 
projects throughout this community, 
was on the council for many years 
and was instrumental in the develop. 
ment of the town. Mr. Wike helped 
to rebuild the first paper mill at 
Tyrone, Pa., and in the year 1886 
was admitted as a partner in the 
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mill here, serving in the capacity 
of master mechanic very faith- 
fully and_ efficiently until the 


time of his death. He was instrumen- 
tal in the establishment of the Roar- 


ing Spring Blank Book Co.; the Plan- 
ing Mill at Roaring Spring, and in 
bringing the water from the moun- 
tains, making the survey himself. 

Mrs. Wike peacefully passed away, 
Sept. 22, 1937, just as the conclud- 
ing pages of this history were being 
written. 


Members of the family at the time 
of her death included one son, Jesse 
Roffe Wike of Philadelphia, one sis- 
ter, Mrs. Frances Peters of Mill Hall 
and two grandchildren, Jesse Roffe 
Wike, Jr., and Jean Barr Wike. 


—O— 


JOHN W. CURFMAN 


John Wesley Curfman, for many 
years one of Roaring Spring’s fore- 
most citizens, was born Oct. 10, 1851 
in York county, Pennsylvania. For 
a period of thirty years he was on 
the teaching staff of the borough 
schools, and had the enviable reputa- 
tion of being one of the most suc- 
cessful teachers in Blair county. As 
a disciplinarian he had few equals. 
He also taught in Altoona and in 
Taylor township for several years. 

On Oct. 17, 1872, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Sarah Ellen 
Shaffer at New Enterprise, Bedford 
county. 


Mrs. Curfman was born June AG; 
1847, and died Aug. 30, 1912. Mr. 
Curfman passed away December 9, 
1921, 

Mr. Curfman was a member of the 
Methodist church and of the Model 
Lodge No. 856, I. O. O. F. of Roar- 
ing Spring. On the occasion of his 


death the Model Lodge referred to 
him as follows: 


“His career as an Odd Fellow be- 
gan in 1888, and in the realm of Odd 
Fellowship as well as in Professional 
and Civic life he established a fame 
equally renowned, for ability and fi- 
delity. For more than thirty years 
he extolled the virtues of Odd Fel- 
lowship by word and life and for 
nearly as long rendered efficient ser- 
vice as Secretary of the Lodge. 
Truly he was a living exponent of 
Brotherhood. 


“His work is done, but we who tar- 
ry for a time have the remembrance 
of his beautiful life and character. 
Realizing the loss sustained to Model 
Lodge by the death of Brother Curf- 
man. Therefore be it resolved: 

“First: That while we humbly bow 
to the decree of our kind Heavenly 
Father, we nevertheless mourn for 
our departed Brother. 

“Second: To the family and the 
friends we tender our loving and 
tenderest sympathy, and pray that 
the Loving Christ will bind up their 
broken and bleeding hearts as he was 
wont to do when here among suffer- 
ing humanity. 

“Third: That these resolutions be 
spread upon the records of Model 
Lodge and a copy presented to the 
bereaved family. 


J. S. Williams, 


C. D. Green, 
R. H. Barclay, 
Committee.” 
—_—O— 


LEVI ALBRIGHT 


Levi Albright, often referred to as 
“the poor man’s friend,”? was born on 
April 4, 1834. 

Mr. Albright was best satisfied 
when engaged in hard work. At one 
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time he owned and farmed the ground 
where Locust and Sugar streets in 
Roaring Spring are now located. 


He operated several stone quarries 
and lime kilns, furnishing the build- 
ing stone for a number of important 
buildings in Roaring Spring, among 
which are the Trinity M. E. church 
and a large section of the Blank Book 
Company plant. 

Mr. Albright was the father of six 
sons and one daughter. He was eall- 
ed to his reward July 138, 1905. 


———() 


DR. R. A. PLANK 


Dr. Raymond A. Plank, son of Dr. 
David and Ella (Swisher) Plank of 
St. Clairsville, Bedford county, Pa., 
was born September 21, 1868. 


Dr. Plank was educated at Mercers- 
burg Academy and at the University 
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Im- 
mediately after receiving his degree 
at the latter place he practiced medi- 
cine for a period of one year in his 
native town of St. Clairsville, after 
which he came to Roaring Spring 
where he enjoyed a large and lucra- 
tive practice until the time of his 
death, March 28, 1896. 

Dr. Plank was united in marriage 
with Margaret Blackwelder, daugh- 
ter of Rev. and Mrs. Blackwelder of 
Bedford. To this union there was 
born one son, Raymond, named after 
his father. 

As a medical doctor Mr. Plank was 
held in high repute by the people of 
Roaring Spring and his death came 
as a shock to the community. 

He was a member of the Reformed 
ehurch and the leading figure in the 
founding of the Roaring Spring Vol- 
unteer Fire company. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
the Reformed church and his body 


laid to rest in the church cemetery 
near St. Clairsville. 


et On 


ABRAM GREEN 


Abram Green, being the father of 
our aged and highly respected citizen, 
Mr. Collins D. Green, it is right and 
proper that some note be made of 
Mr. Green in this history. 

Abram Green was born in Taylor 
township, in the year 1827 and be- 
came an orphan in his childhood. He 
was reared by John Lower, an early 
settler, on that portion of the Lower 
farm which is now known as the Low- 
er Extension in Roaring Spring. 
When he grew to young manhood he 
went to Bloomfield Furnace to learn 
the wagon making trade under Wil- 
liam Gray. 

Abram Green, in the year 1854, 
was united in marriage with Miss 
Sara Grove. To this union there were 
born 14 children, of which seven (one- 
half) are still living. Mr. Green died 
in Roaring Spring in his native home 
in 1894. His wife also died in Roar- 
ing Spring in 1912. 

The third child, Mr. Collins D. 
Green, has been in the vicinity of 
Roaring Spring all his life, and the 
writer of these historical sketches, 
David M. Adams, gratefully ac- 
knowledges his indebtedness to Mr. 
Green for a large amount of histori- 
cal data embodied in the history of 
Roaring Spring which he is now writ- 
ing, as well as that found in _ the 
sketches incorporated in the Anni- 
versary issue of The Cove News. 

Collins Green started housekeeping 
in Roaring Spring in 1882, when it 
was but a small village. He became 
a member of Trinity M. E. church in 
February, 1871, the first of the Green 
family to become a member of that 
church. Later records show that 22 
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persons by the name of Green were 
enrolled. 

Mr. Green wishes to call the atten- 
tion of the reader to the fact that not 
only he, but also his ancestors, always 
spelled their name G-R-E-E-N. 


—() —. 


PETER KURTZ 


Peter Kurtz, an employe at the D. 
M. Bare paper mill for a period of 
25 years, was born in Woodcock val- 
ley, Huntingdon county, in 1839, and 
died in Roaring Spring, Nov. 6, 1899. 

Mr. Kurtz came to Roaring Spring 
in the year 1874. On the 15th day 
of Dec., 1864, he was united in mar- 
riage with Susan Hanley, of East 
Sharpsburg. 


—_—O— 
MRS. DELIA BOWERS 


Mrs. Delia (Henry) Bowers of 201 
Main street, Roaring Spring, has been 
a resident of the community since 
1880. In 1883 she was united in mar- 
riage with Albert Bowers. 


Mrs. Bowers was born in Gaysport, 
Hollidaysburg, a daughter of Frank 
and Martha (Webster) Henry. Her 
father served as foreman at Rodman 
Forge, Rodman Furnace, McKee Fur- 
nace, Sarah Furnace and Rebecca 
Furnace, as well as at Ore Hill. 


Mrs. Bowers is a member OF: the 
Methodist church. 
—o— 
MRS. MAGGIE McKNIGHT 
Mrs. Maggie McKnight of 703 


South Main street, Roaring Spring, 
is one of the earlier residents of the 
town, having resided in it and vicinity 
for a period of 58 years. Her resi- 
dence has been continuous with the 
exceptions of several] years passed in 
Altoona and Duneansville. She is a 


member of the Methodist church and 
worked in the paper mill and book 
factory. 


Things are quite different in the 
town from what they were 50 years 
ago, according to her memory. When 
she first moved to the town there 
were but two churches. The depart- 
ment store, then known as the Morri- 
son and Bare store, was located in the 
I. O. O. F. block. 


—_—Oo— 
MRS. DORA BARLEY 


Mrs. Dora Barley of 435 Main 
street, Roaring Spring, became a 
resident of the borough about 51 
years ago, coming here from Wood- 
bury. She is one of the older resi- 
dents of the community and has lived 
continuously in Roaring Spring’ since 
first locating here. 


Mrs. Barley is a member of the 
Methodist church, and her home is at 
the corner of Main and Spang 
streets. 


—_O—- 


JOHN BENDER SULLIVAN 


Among the employes of the paper 
mill during its early history was John 
Bender Sullivan. Mr. Sullivan was 
born in Yellow Creek, Pa., January 
28, 1844, the son of Richard and Su- 
sannah Sullivan, and spent the early 
years of his life in that town. 


The Sullivan family then moved to 
Roaring Spring, and young John spent 
the rest of his life nere. June 17, 
1865, he was married to Sara Ellen 
Garber, daughter of Daniel and Cath- 
erine Garber of Roaring Spring, and 
the newlyweds took up their resi- 
dence here 

Mr. Sullivan, who died May 11, 
1876, is survived by a son and a 
daughter, Mr. Harry Sullivan of Ty- 
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rone, and Mrs. Charles Shoeman of 
Roaring Spring. He was a carpenter 
by trade, a member of the Lutheran 
church and of the I. O. O. F., and was 
affiliated with the Democratic party, 
politically. 


—o—. 


. JOHN HERRON 
Among those who have worked at 
the D. M. Bare paper mill for a peri- 
od of 50 years is John Herron, who 
is at the present time filling his posi- 
tion there as in years gone by. 


Mr. Herron was born in Taylor 
township, Blair county, Dec. 27, 
1863, son of Anthony Herron, who 
emigrated from Ireland to this coun- 
try. His mother was Catherine Gar- 
ber, sister to John Garber, for years 
foreman at the D. M. Bare paper 
mill. 


Mr. Herron came to Roaring 
Spring during the month of March, 
1888, and went to work at the paper 
mill, remaining there as an employe 
ever since. 


——() —- 


HOSEA HUDSON 


Among the well known employes of 
the D. M. Bare Paper Mill during the 
*90s was Hosea Hoover Hudson, who 
was born Jan. 13, 1861. 

Mr. Hudson had charge of the 
cooking boilers (digesters) at the 
mill for a number of years, a position 
he held at the time of his death, on 
Sept. 15, 1917. 

He took great interest in horticul- 
ture, and had, at the time of his 
death, one of the finest apple orch- 
' ards in Blair county. 


es 


CHRISTOPHER SNYDER 


Christopher Murray Snyder was 


born at Chambersburg, January 12, 
1829. His boyhood and early man- 
hood was spent in that. locality, but 
later he moved to Hopewell, Bedford 
county, where he was married to Miss 
Catherine Bookhamer, a sister of the 
late Thomas Bookhamer of Roaring 
Spring. 

Mr. Snyder was a_ blacksmith by 
trade and he followed the public 
works at the various furnaces when 
they were in operation in this sec- 
tion of the country. He blacksmith- 
ed at Henrietta for many years at the 
time iron ore was being mined at that 
place. 


In the year 1892 Mr. Snyder came 
to Roaring Spring and_ secured the 
position of blacksmith in the paper 
mill, a position he held until the time 
of his death, July 3, 1903. 


Ten children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Snyder, three sons and seven 
daughters, of whom there is only one 
living, Mrs. W. B. Nicodemus of Hen- 
rietta. During the 11 years he lived 
in Roaring Spring he made many 
friends, many of whom are still liv- 
ing and remember him as “Daddy” 
Snyder. As an iron and sheet metal 
worker, Mr. Snyder had few, if any, 
superiors. 


—0— 


DANIEL HERRON 


Daniel Herron of 224 Poplar street 
was a resident of the area before the 
establishment of the town of Roaring 
Spring and its paper industries. He 
was born above Sharpsburg on Lock 
mountain and moved to the site of 
the town in 1886. He is well known 
in the community and by faith is af- 
filiated with the Catholic church. 

He has a keen memory of the 
earlier days of the town and remem- 
bers when Spang street was Spang’s 
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lane, when the water flowed from 
the spring under a wooden bridge to 
the swamp land where the book fac- 
tory is now located. He recalls the 
finding of two bodies, supposedly 
those of Indians, when digging at the 
site of the present Bare Memorial 
church. 


—)-— 


JOHN A. GARBER 


John Arthur Garber, supervising 
- principal of the Roaring Spring bor- 
ough schools, was born June 17, 1904, 
in Roaring Spring, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. A. Garber. His early 
boyhood was spent in the borough, as 
was also his later life. He attended 
the elementary schools of the bor- 
ough and later graduated from the 
local high school in the class of 1928, 
being president of his class and cap- 
tain of the baseball team for two 
years. While a student in the local 
high school he won the interscholac- 
tic tennis championship of Blair coun- 
ty for the local schools. 


He then entered the Pennsylvania 
State College, graduating in 1927 
with the A. B. degree. Following his 
graduation he pursued graduate work 
in education at the college and in 
1930 received his B. 8S. degree. Mr. 
Garber has’ had considerable teaching’ 
experience, and in the leadership of 
various groups. 


For three years he has been instruc- 
tor in mathematics and coach of base- 
ball in the local high school, and for 
Seven years he was principal of the 
Same school. For five years he serv- 
ed as an instructor of mathematics 
and electricity for the Pennsylvania 
State College in the Altoona class 
center of the college extension depart- 
ment. 

He served three years as assistant 


camp director of the Blair-Bedford 
Boy Scout camp and two years as di- 
rector of the same camp. He is a 
member and director of the Altoona 
Engineering Society, representing this 
society in the election of trustees at 
the Pennsylvania State College in 
1936. He also served as scoutmaster 
of the local troop for 12 years, re- 
ceiving the scoutmaster’s key. 


He is a member of Woodbury lodge 
Free and Accepted Masons in Roaring 
Spring, the Altoona Engineering So- 
ciety, Scouting, Business and Profes- 
sional Men’s Association, Phi Lamb- 
da Theta fraternity, the Penn-State 
Club of Blair county and in politics is 
a Republican. He is a member of 
Trinity Methodist church. 


He was married May 11, 1929, to 
Miss Eliza McElwee, and since their 
marriage have resided in Roaring 
Spring. Throughout his life he has 
followed teaching as his vocation, and - 
was elected to the supervising princi- 
palship of the local schools, as suc- 
cessor to Prof. Wesley E. Romberger. 

Mr. Garber has always been inter- 
ested in the civic affairs of the town 
and community, and as head of the 
local schools his appointment met with 
the approval of school patrons. 


—_O0— 


LEVI B. STOUDNOUR 

A history of Roaring Spring with- 
out reference to the individual who is 
largely responsible for the past pro- 
gress and present commendable status 
of its schools would be very incom- 
plet to say the least. We refer to 
Mr. L. B. Stoudnour, who for almost 
26 consecutive years served his fellow 
citizens as a member of the local 
Board of Education. 


Mr. Stoudnour assumed his duties 
as a school director during the month 
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of December, 1911. After serving 
as vice-president until 1929, he was 
elected president to fill the vacancy 
created by the retirement of the late 


Dr. W. Albert Nason, and has since 
that time acted in that capacity in a 
highly efficient manner. 


Mr. Stoudnour was born near Mil- 
lerstown, Blair county, a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. Stoudnour, the 
former being one of Blair county’s 
most successful school teachers of his 
day. Mr. Stoudnour, Jr., after hav- 
ing attended normal school for a 
number of terms also taught a num- 
ber of eminently successful terms, 
his services as a teacher always being 
‘in demand. 


The state department of public in- 
struction has appreciated Mr. Stoud- 
nour’s ability in the field of educa- 
tion. In recognition of this fact, he 
was recently elevated to membership 
on the Board of Directors of the State 
Directors’ association. This appoint- 
ment was made without any solicita- 
tion on the part of Mr. Stoudnour, 
being a spontaneous movement in 
augurated by his many friends made 
during his seventeen years attend- 
ance at the various sessions of the 
State conventions. 


Mr. Stoudnour was a member of 
the committee which met in Harris- 
burg in 1936 for the purpose of revis- 
ing the by-laws of the Pennsylvania 
State School Directors’ association. 


To. Mr. Stoudnour must be given a 
great deal of credit for the existence 
of our present magnificent Junior- 
Senior High school building. 


It is with much regret that the 
writer concludes this article with the 
statement that Mr. Stoudnour is at 
the present time considerably impair- 
ed in health. 


ALBERT ACKER 
Albert W. Acker, one of Roaring 
Spring’s most widely known citizens, 


and the janitor of our local schools 
for a period of forty-three years came 
here forty-eight years ago. His ac- 
tivities as janitor date back to the 
panic of 1893, election day, Nov. 7. 
Many and varied have been his ob- 
servations and experiences both with 
the pupils and faculty members, be- 
holding the growth of the school from 
an enrollment of 200 to more than 
700 students. 


At the beginning of his career as 
janitor the school system consisted of 
one building of two stories for school 
purposes, and in 1904 the third 
story was added to the grade school 
building which at that time housed 
the High school and grades combined, 
with a two-year high school course. 
In 1910 the new High school building 
was erected and added considerable 
work to the janitor, which necessitat- 
ed his continuous employment. 


Mr. Acker, a son of Paul and Sarah 
Lecrone Acker, both deceased, was 
born on January 4, 1861, at Clover 
Creek, where he grew to manhood. 
He was united in marriage with Miss 
Cora Hartman, of Roaring Spring, 
who survives. The following children 
were born to this union: Melvin, How- 
ard, Paul and Blanche, all residing in 
Roaring Spring. Mr. Acker is also 
survived by one son, Elmer Acker and 
a daughter, Mrs. Rock, both of Al- 
toona, children born to him in a for- 
mer marriage. 


Mr. Acker was a member of St. 
Luke’s Lutheran church, with which 
congregation he became affiliated 
many years ago and was also a mem- 
ber of the Sunday school. He was a 
member of the I. O. O. F., Model 
lodge, No. 856, and also a member 
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of the John I. Noble encampment. 
Mr. Acker was called to his 
reward on February 4, 1935. 


——()-— 


DR. WILLIAM F. S. YATES 

It does not seem fitting to go furth- 
er in this volume without mentioning 
the man whom I believe to be the 
greatest impetus to musical de- 
velopment not only in Roaring Spring, 
but in this section of the state. I am 
referring to Dr. William F. S. Yates, 
the real musical stimulus, if I may 
use that term, who has resided in this 
community for the past 11 years. 

During that time he has devoted 
his entire time to producing operas, 
oratorios, recitals and concerts of the 
highest order, and I do not know that 
any of them were done for material 
gain. In fact, it seems that his work 
has always been for the benefit of 
the different organizations of Roar- 
ing Spring. 

I have asked him repeatedly for a 
write-up of his life, and always have 
I been met with the reply: ““What is 
the use? My friends know what I 
am doing, others would not be in- 
terested.” Nevertheless, I know that 
he has appeared in the largest cities 
with great success, that he counts 
among his friends some of the great- 
est artists in the world, and I eannot 
help but write this well-deserved trib- 
ute to him, and wish for him great 
success in the composition he is do- 
ing. 

Among many other things, he has 
been an admirable help to many of 
the young men of the town, giving to 
them unstintingly of his time, his ad- 
vice and his efficient help. 

Lastly, all that I dare at this time 
Say is this: He will some day bring 
to this town the greatest of credit, 
and if we cannot truly and adequate- 
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ly appreciate him now, let us hope 
when that time arrives it will not be 
too late. 


—_—O— 


R. DONALD LORENZ 

R. D. Lorenz, well known attorney 
of Roaring Spring, and general chair- 
man of the Roaring Spring Golden 
Anniversary Association, Ine., was 
born here Sept. 8, 1889, the son of 
Henry Clay and Laura A. (Leamer) 
Lorenz, the former of whom died in 
July, 1921, and the latter in Nov., 
1922. The father was engaged in 
the insurance business and was jus- 
tice of the peace for many years at 
Roaring Spring. Robert D. Lorenz 
graduated from the local high school » 
in 1905, and in his college work re- 
ceived the following degrees: Bach- 
elor of Science, Dickinson Seminary, 
1908; Bachelor of Philosophy, Dick- 
inson College, Carlisle, Pa., LO Tobe 
Bachelor of Laws, Yale University. 
1913, and Master of Arts, Dickinsan 
College, 1913. His college education 
completed, he came to Roaring Spring 
where he engaged in the insurance 
business with his father and entered 
upon the active practice of law. Since 
the death of his father he has con- 
tinued the business alone and for 12 
years occupied the office of justice 
of the peace. He is a member of the 
American, Pennsylvania State and 
Blair County Bar Associations, Theta 
Pi Pi fraternity at Dickinson Semin- 
ary, Phi Delta Theta fraternity at 
Dickinson College, Phi Delta Phi 
legal fraternity of Yale University 


Law School, Odd Fellows, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America, Altoona 
Lodge of Elks, Blairmont Country 


Club, and the Roaring Spring Rotary 
Club, of which he was the first presi- 
dent and organizer. He is solicitor 
for the Roaring Spring Borough and 
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has developed a large legal practice 
among the people of this section of 
the county. During the World War, 
Mr. Lorenz was active in Liberty 
Loan drives and other war activities, 
was secretary of the Blair County 
Legal Advisory Board, had charge of 
the Military Entertainment Commit- 
tee, and was head of the Public Ser- 
vice Reserve for this section of the 
county. When the Roaring Spring 
Athletic Association was organized in 
1916, Mr. Lorenz was a strong factor 
in the movement. On August 7, 
1923, he married Ethel Loretta Minds 
of Ramey, Clearfield county, Pa., and 
they have a daughter, Julia Anne, 
who was born April 18, 1927. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


——O-—— 


JESSE ROFFE WIKE 

Born at Roaring Spring, February 
24, 1895, Jesse R. Wike, prior to 
moving to Philadelphia several years 
ago, figured prominently in the busi- 
ness and social circles of Roaring 
Spring. 

Mr. Wike is a son of David R. and 
Magdalene (Roffe) Wike, the former 
of whom died in June, 1910, and the 
latter of whom quietly and peaceful- 


ly passed away in her home on East 
Main street, Sept. 22, 1937. 


Jesse Roffe Wike attended the pub- 
lie schools of Roaring Spring, the 
Tome School, Port Deposit, Md., and 
the Kiskiminetas school at Saltsburg, 
Pa., and then matriculated at the 
University of Pennsylvania, from 
“which he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Science in 1918. 

Immediately thereafter he entered 
the army for service in the World 
War, serving in the 80th Division, 
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first with the 305th Engineers and 


then with the 319th Field Hospital as 
surgical assistant in France. He was 


discharged from the army in June, 
1919, and returned to Roaring Spring 
at that time. 


He was the organizer of the West 
Company of Philadelphia, a firm man- 
ufacturing rubber products. He is 
at the present time vice president of 
the firm. He was one of the founders 
of the Roaring Spring Building and 
Loan Association, and served for sey- 
eral years as its secretary. 


Following in his father’s footsteps 
he took an active part in the civic af- 
fairs of the community, serving as 
burgess of the borough from 1922 to 
1926, and several terms on the bor- 
ough council. He was elected to rep- 
resent the Second District of Blair 
county in the State Legislature in the 
session of 1929-30 and was re-elected 
for the session of 1930-31. 


A member of the Masonic fratern- 
ity, he is affiliated with the Chapter, 
Commandery and Consistory and is a 
member of Jaffa Temple in Altoona. 
He is a member of the Elks, R. O. J., 
and Rotary Club, in the organization 
of which he assisted and of which he 
was the second president. He is also 
a member of the Blairmont Country 
Club, Penn Athletic Club of Philadel- 
phia, Johnstown Post. No. 12, of the 
80th Division Veterans’ Association, 
Murray-Appleman Post, No. 147, 
American Legion, of which he was 
the first commander. 

In 1922 he married Lelia Barr An- 
derson of Columbia, Tenn., and they 
have two children: Jesse Roffe, Jr., 
born in 1927, and Jean Barr, born in 
April, 1930. Both Mr. and Mrs. Wike 
are members of the Methodist Epis-- 
copal church. 
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MAJOR ROLAND EDWARD 
BRUMBAUGH 


Popular among the young men dis- 
tinguished for military service was 
Roland Edward, son of David Stuckey 
and Louisa (Cowen) Brumbaugh, who 
was born in Roaring Spring, Novem- 
ber 9, 1885. He attended the Roar- 
ing Spring schools and _ graduated 
from High School as salutatorian in 
1901. He attended Altoona High and 
taught one term at the Scratchtown 
school. In 1903 he entered Gettys- 
burg College, where he distinguished 
himself in athletics. He was a mem- 
ber of the ’varsity squad of 1906, 
one of the most illustrious years of 
Gettysburg football, in which they 
tied University of Pennsylvania 6-6, 
Penn State 0-0 and beat Bucknell and 
Dickinson and suffered only one de- 
feat. At Gettysburg he was a mem- 
ber of the honorary society, the Pen 
and Sword and of the national Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity. 


The year following his zraduation 
at Gettysburg (1907) he was elect- 
ed football coach at Lake Forest col- 
lege, where his team had a very suc- 
cessful year. The following year he 
returned to his Alma Mater, Gettys- 
burg, to coach the football team 
there. 


It had been the wish of his father 
that Edward follow his father’s pro- 
fession, that of the law. He intend- 
ed for a time to do so but had al- 
ways been interested, personally, in 
the military service. His mother in 
her early girlhood had seen three 
“teen age” brothers go to the Civil 
War. Two of them died in service 
during the war, the third died a few 
years later of wounds which he had 
received in battle. Small wonder, 
then, that she had a horror of any- 
thing dealing with the military. Only 


after she realized how much his heart 
was set on it did she give a reluctant 
consent to her son’s joining the Na- 
tional Guard of Pennsylvania. He 
served in this for several years. At 
one time he was part of the conting- 
ent of troops called out by the gov- 
ernor of the state to settle strikes in 
the hard coal regions. After his 


mother’s death in 1908, he took the 
examination for second lieutenant in 
the U. S. Marine Corps and passed 
sucessfully. After a year of train- 
ing at Port Royal, S. C., he was de- 
tailed to service in the Philippines. 
He saw service in China, Mexico, Hai- 
ti, as well as in the U. S. At the out. 
break of the World War he was sta- 
tioned in Haiti. Wishing to see ac- 
tive service in the war he applied to 
headquarters to be transferred to 
aviation. This was not granted, but 
he was detailed to sea duty, serving 
on board the dreadnaught Nevada. 
Later he received a major’s commis- 
sion and was appointed a member of 
the staff of Admiral R. E. Coontz, 
who was commanding our Atlantic 
fleet. During the war this fleet was 
stationed about Bantry Bay, off the 
coast of Ireland. He was present 
during the battle of Jutland, when 
the German fleet was defeated. 
After the war he served at the 
Naval Yard in Philadelphia and at 
Paris Island. He was attending the 
graduate training school for marine 
officers at Quantico, Va., when the 
government acted on his application 
of 1917 for transfer to the Aviation 
Division. He was sent to the Naval : 
Air College at Pensacola, Fla., in the 
summer of 1923. He was progress- 
ing in his work there when a sea plane 
in which he was a passenger and 
which was being piloted by a fellow 
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officer, crashed into the sea wall, kill- 
ing him instantly. 
Edward had a generous unselfish 


disposition. Enjoyment was  some- 
how associated with his presence. His 
vhilosophy was, “Do not wait for hap- 
viness to come to you, go out after 
it.” He was largely responsible. for 
starting the first Roaring Spring 
baseball team. Everywhere he was 
stationed during his marine service, 
he started a baseball or football team 
if one was not at the time in exist- 
ence. One of the jokes in the navy 
was due to the fact that he had coach- 
ed a baseball team from members of 
the crew of the steamship Nevada. 
When he was tranferred to the flag- 
ship Wyoming, he coached their team. 
After a few weeks’ training his Wy- 
oming team met his old Nevada team 
and were defeated by them to the 
amusement of all concerned. 


He enjoyed life himself and he 
contributed enormously to the hap- 
piness of his associates. As an inci- 
dent of this some friends, who were 
stationed with him at Paris Island, 
said that they had been unable to 
get leave to get away for Christmas. 
They were contemplating a dull and 
rather miserable Christmas when Ed- 
ward got into action. The Christmas 
that resulted was ace high in the list 
of all they had experienced for sheer 
enjoyment. 


—_—o— 


DR. W. L. GROUNDS 


Dr. Wilbur L. Grounds, a reputable 
and highly efficient physician and 
surgeon of Roaring Spring and chief 
of the surgical staff at the Nason hos- 
pital, is a son of William H. and 
Mary (Henderson) Grounds and was 
born at Washington, Pa., October 2, 
1883. After receiving his primary 


education in the public schools of 
Washington County, Pa., he entered 
Westminster college at New Wilming- 
ton, Pa. Later he entered the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Baltimore, Md., from which institu- 
tion he graduated in the year 1910. 

Mr. Grounds practiced medicine 
for five years at Emporium, Pa., and 
has since followed his profession in 
Roaring Spring in connection with his 
duties at the Nason hospital. 

He also served seven months in the 
U. S. Military service from which he 
was discharged at Camp Grant, IIl., 
in the month of February, 1919, after 
which he resumed his practice in 
Roaring Spring where his services are 
greatly in demand. 

In addition to his professional du- 
ties, Dr. Grounds serves Roaring 
Spring as a member of the School 
Board. 


——O0— 


DR. W. L. HAIR 


Dr. W. L. Hair, one of Roaring 
Spring’s leading and most successful 
physicians, a son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
G. Hair, was born December 21, 1892, 
and is today chief of the medical 
staff at the Nason hospital. 

He was educated in the borough 
schools and graduated from Dickin- 
son Seminary, Williamsport, Pa., in 
1912, and from Jefferson Medical 
College in 1917. He was in the U. 
S. army medical corps service for a 
period of two years, during which 
time he received the following post- 
graduate instruction: Army Medical 
School, Washington, D. C.; the Neu- 
rological Institute, New York City; St. 
Elizabeth Hospital, Washington, D. 
C.; University of Michigan, Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich. He was also on duty at 
general hospital No. 37, Madison bar- 
racks, New York, concluding his du- 
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ties on the 8th day of March, 1919. 


Mr. Hair is a member of Trinity 
M. E. church, a regular attendant at 
Sunday school, enjoys a_ lucrative 
medical practice and has a wide circle 
of friends not only in Roaring Spring, 
but wherever he is known. 


—_O—_. 
DR. W. H. ROBINSON 


Dr. William Herbert Robinson, a 
widely known and eminently success- 
ful physician and occulist of Roaring 
Spring and a member of borough 
council, is a son of William and Mary 
(Bowers) Robinson and was born at 
East Waterford, Juniata County, Pa., 
March 14th, 1882. He lived on the 
home farm with his parents till he 
was sixteen years of age, when he 
entered Tuscarora Academy at Aca- 
demia. After finishing the course of 
study there he completed an advanced 
course in the Airyview Academy at 
Port Royal, Pa. He then taught 
school two terms in Juniata county, 
after which he entered the Academy 
at New Bloomfield to prepare for 
medical college. In September, 1903. 
he entered the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons at Baltimore, Md., tak- 
ing a four years’ course and graduat- 
ing from that institution in 1907. He 
served a four months’ interneship at 
Adrian hospital. Punxsutawney, Pa.. 
and served as House Physician at the 
State Hospital for Insane, at Warren, 
Pa. In May, 1908, he located at 
Roaring Spring, Pa., where he now 
and for some years has been enjoying 
a large and lucrative practice. 

Mr. Robinson is at the present time 
serving the borough in the capacity of 
a councilman. 


—o—- 


DR. CLAUDE K. SNIDER 
Prominent among the professional 
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men of Roaring Spring is Dr. Claude 
K. Snider, a son of David G. and EI- 
la (Kagarise) Snider. He was born 
on.a farm at New Enterprise, March 
25, 1891, and is of Pennsylvania 
Dutch ancestry. 


The subject of this sketch attend- 
ed the public schools of Bedford 
county. Afterwards he went to the 
state of Washington where he re- 
mained for a period of one year. Lat- 
er he located in Altoona, Pa., soon 
after locating in Taylor township, 
adjacent to Roaring Spring. 

He attended the Taylor Township 
High School and graduated in the 
first class of the school in June, 1912. 
He took up special work in State Col- 
lege the following year, and upon 
completing work in this institution 
he took special work at Juniata Col- 
lege, later taking up school teaching. 

In 1914 Mr. Snider had the honor 
of organizing and establishing the 
Woodbury High School, which was 
the first high school to be organized 
in the southern part of Morrisons 
Cove. . 


In 1915 he decided on osteopathy 
as a profession and the same year 
started on a course of osteopothy at 
Kirksville, Mo., graduating from .the 
American School of Osteopothy in 
June, 1920. 


Following a practice in Amherst, 
Nova Scotia, Canada, for almost a 
year he located at Martinsburg and 
finally decided to locate in Roaring 
Spring, and in July, 1926, opened 
a general practice at this place, where 
he has since enjoyed a large and lu- 
crative practice. 

He is a member of the American 
Osteopothy Association, Pennsylva- 
nia Osteopathic Association and of 
the Blair County Osteopathic Associa- 
tion. He is also affiliated with Mur- 
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ray-Appleman Post, American Leg- 
ion, having served in the U. S. In- 
fantry during the World War, with 
the rank of mess sergeant. He is 
also affiliated with Kirksville Lodge 
No. 105, A. F. & A. M., Caldwell 
Chapter, Ely Commandery, Kirks- 


ville, Mo., and of Jaffa Temple of 
Altoona, Pa. 


—o— 


AMOS CLAAR 


Amos Claar, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. I. Claar, and pioneer in the pub- 
lication business in Roaring Spring, 
was born at Queen, Bedford county, 
Pa., October 13, 1873. He was edu- 
cated in the public schools in his na- 
tive community taking special work 
later in Juniata College, Huntingdon, 
Pe. 

On leaving school, Mr. Claar as- 
sisted his father in his general mer- 
eantile business at Queen. He later 
followed photography and was for 
some years. successful in outdoc. 
work in this particular art. 

Mr. Claar at the age of 20 year; 
entered the printing business, open. 
ing a job plant at Queen. A yr 
later, October 12, 1894, he estab- 
lished a weekly paper, ‘“‘The Moun- 
tein Echo.” a four-column, eight-page 
sheet which was well received. In 
due time, Mr. Claar changed his pa- 
per to a five-column, home-print edi- 
tion to accommodate the demands of 
ever increasing advertising and read- 
er patronage. 

In October, 1897, he removed his 
paper to Osterburg, where the publi- 
cation was again enlarged to a sev- 
en-column sheet. While in Oster- 
burg larger equipment was procured 
by Mr. Claar in order to meet the in- 


creased demands on the part of his 
many patrons. 


With the opening of the Windber 
field by the Berwind-White Coal Min- 
ing Company, Mr. Claar saw larger 
opportunities in this new area and 
in Nov., 1898, he sold his business 
at Osterburg to George W. Oster, 
who secured Will F. Hendrickson as 
plant manager and editor. Immedi- 
ately upon the sale of his Osterburg 
business Mr. Claar established him- 
self in the Windber field where he, 
from the very beginning, enjoyed an 
exceedingly large volume of busi- 
ness. 


At this time he introduced the 
“Windber Era,” the first edition be- 
ing published May 12, 1899. The 
“Era’’ was enthusiastically received 
by the people of the city and com- 
munity, Windber at the time being 
in its boom period. As publisher, he 
identified himself with the town’s in- 
terests from the very beginning and 
labored earnestly as a newspaper 
man to add to its progress and pros- 
perity. 

Always urbane and courteous in 
manner, he won an enviable place 
among the hustling young men of 
Central Pennsylvania. In the fall of 
1900 he sold his plant and building 
to the Windber Publishing Company, 
but was retained as manager and 
editor. In the course of two years 
he decided to locate in Roaring 
Spring, where he issued the first reg- 
ularly published, permanently estab- 
lished newspaper known in the his- 
tory of the town. This paper is re- 
ferred to more extensively in this 
work under the caption, “History of 
Roaring Spring Weeklies.” 

For a more detailed account of 
Mr. Claar’s activities both in Wind- 
ber and in Roaring Spring, the read- 
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er is referred to the particular chap- 
ter of this book referred to above. 


Mr. Claar at the present time owns 
a job plant in Duncansville, to which 
he gives his attention after spending 
two days each week with The News 
Printing Company as assistant to D. 
M. Adams, editor of The Cove News 
and general manager of the company. 


—_O— 


HERBERT J. WERTMAN 


Herbert J. Wertman, Cove News 
columnist, and secretary for the 
Golden Anniversary Association, was 
born at Hollidaysburg, Oct. 21, 4914! 
a son of George S. and Alice Book- 
hamer Wertman. Mr. Wertman is a 
graduate of Roaring Spring High 
School, class of 1934. 


—o— 


WILLIAM ALBRIGHT 


William Albright was born August 
19, 1842, and received his early edu- 
cation in the Leamersville school. He 
spent the remainder of his life, until 
the time of his death in Roaring 
Spring. 

October 27, 1868, he married Tres- 
sa Fisher, daughter of Samuel and 
Catherine Fisher, in Roaring Spring, 
and the couple continued to make 
their home in this place. 

Mr. Albright was a member of the 
Roaring Spring Church of the Breth- 
ren. He worked for the most part 
of his life in the local paper mill. 

Three children survive their fath- 
er, who died Fed. 16, 1923: Mrs. Pr 
B. Dick of Roaring Spring, Mrs. Lau. 
ra Helsel of near Roaring Spring, 
and Mrs. Julia Treese of Altoona. 


—o—- 


ENOCH SNYDER 
Among those who for years labor- 
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ed faithfully at the D. M. Bare pa- 
per mill was Enoch Snyder, employed 
as fireman. 

Mr. Snyder was born at Schells- 
burg, Bedford county, July 29, 1859 
and was aged 57 years. 

He was a member of the Church 
of God and the order of Sons of Vet- 
erans of this place. 

Mr. Snyder departed this life on 
May 22, 1916. 


—O— 
WILLIAM L. SHAFFER 


William L. Shaffer of 700 Locust 
street has resided continuously in 
Roaring Spring since April 1, 1887, 
and he has been employed all his life 
at the paper mill plant. He helped 
to build the Odd Fellows hall and the 
Church of God building. 

He recalls Roaring Spring at the 
time when the only streets were Main, 
Kast Main and Poplar streets, most 


of the “hogback” district being 
woods and farm lands a half century 
ago. 


Mr. Shaffer is a son of Jacob Shaf- 
fer, farmer, of East Sharpsburg, and 
Christianna Lutle Shaffer of Piney 
Creek. 


—o— 


A. J. POLLARD 


Alfred J. Pollard was born October 
10, 1843, in Martinsburg, the son of 
Franklin and Mary Pollard. His ear- 
ly life was spent in East Sharpsburg, 
and his later life found him located 
in different sections of Blair county. 

In 1866 he married Mary Cather- 
ine Erb, daughter of George and 
Nancy Erb, the ceremony which was 
held in the Brethren church, taking 
place at Fredericksburg with George 
W. Brumbaugh the officiating pastor. 

After a brief stay in East Sharps- 
burg the couple moved to Roaring 
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Spring, where Mr. Pollard continued 
his work in the local paper mill. 


He was a member of the Church 
of the Brethren, and was twice elect- 
ed to the local borough council on the 
Republican ticket. He took part in 
the Civil War, enlisting in May, 1862, 
taking part in several major skirm- 
ishes. In 1865 he was honorably dis- 
charged at Fort Worth, Tex. 


The following children were born 
to this union: G. F. Pollard, Mrs. 
Steward, Mrs. Joseph Blattenberger, 
Mrs. Hulda Bowers, Mrs. E. M. Rice 
and Mrs. I. G. Snyder. 


—_—O— 


FRANK GARBER 


Among the early and well known 
employes of the Roaring Spring Pa- 
per mill was Frank Garber, who was 
born May 18, 1852, a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Garber. Mr. Garber be- 
gan work at the paper mill in 1892, 
assisting Tice Corle as a teamster. A 
few years later he became employed 
with the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany as a track repairman under A. 
F. Books, foreman, of Roaring 
Spring. After several years he was 
transferred to MHollidaysburg and 
Lockport as foreman, returning later 
to the Roaring Springs Paper mill, 
where he was employed as a teamster 
to the time of his death, December 
14,.1911. 

Mr. Garber was assistant foreman 
of the group of men who filled the 
Henrietta trestle in the year 1881, 
George Beegle being the head fore- 
man. 

March 21, 1888, Mr. Garber was 
married to Lucy Jane Kephart, to 
which union there were born seven 
children, William, Robert, Carrie, 
Sadie, Harry, Charles and Francis. 
As stated above Mr. Garber departed 


this life December 14, 1911, and his 
remains now repose in the cemetery 
at Newry. 


——O— 


R. J. MYERS 


Royer J. Myers, son of Joseph and 
Mary A. Myers, and for 45 years 
employed by the D. M. Bare Paper 
Company on the large paper ma- 
chines, was born November 13, 13862. 
Mr. Myers was known in Roaring 
Spring as one of its most stalwart 
citizens, taking an active part in ev- 
ery movement that had for its ob- 
jective the progress and prosperity 
of the town. 

July 27, 1930, Mr. Myers was eall- 
ed to his reward, and his body now 
reposes in Greenlawn cemetery. 


——Q—— 


WILLIAM McGINNIS 


William Harrison McGinnis, for a 
number of years an officer of the law 
and a successful contractor in Roar- 
ing Spring, was a son of James and 
Rebecca McGinnis, and was born at 
McKee, April 15, 1861. He grew to 
manhood at McKee and on August 5, 
1881 was married to Miss Kathryn 
Korb of Taylor township. 

Mr. McGinnis, after being confined 
to his bed for a period of six weeks, 
passed away March 23, 1917. 


—O— 


WILLIAM C. GILL 


William C. Gill, son of William 
Crofford Gill, local chief of police, 
was born in Mifflin county. Before 
coming to Roaring Spring Chief Gill 
served as an officer on the Pennsyl- 
vania railroad police department in 
1917. He came to this borough on 
April 17, 1933, and has held his com- 
mission since that time. 
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BASIL DANIELS 


Among those associated with the 
early history of Roaring Spring, few 
were more widely known than Basil 
Daniels, noted in his day as a skilled 
blacksmith. 

Mr. Daniels was born at Ore Hill, 
Aug. 20, 1830. Early in life he se- 
cured employment at the iron works 
at McKee for a short period of time, 
after which he was engaged as a 
blacksmith at Rodman. While living 
at Rodman, he occasionally helped 
Mr. John Dougherty, blacksmith at 
the time at the paper mill, do his 
work. 

Later in life, Mr. Daniels built a 
shop where the Charles Dick service 
station now stands, continuing there 
as a blacksmith until the time of his 
retirement, a number of years before 
his death, which occurred July 25, 
1904. 

While blacksmithing in Roaring 
Spring, the first work which Mr. Dan- 
iels did was sharpen tools for the 
construction gang who built the rail- 
road from Roaring Spring to Henri- 
etta in 1872. 

Mr. Daniels was married to Mar- 
garet Hartle, who was born August 
5, 1829 and died Nov. 3, 1904, less 
than four months after her husband 
passed away. 


—O— 


DAVID S. KAUFFMAN 
Among those living today who 
have been employed at our local pa- 
per mill for a period of 50 years is 


David S. Kauffman, one of Roaring 
Spring’s most widely known and high- 
ly respected citizens. 

Mr. Kauffman, a son of Michael 
and Elizabeth Kauffman, was born in 
Taylor township, Feb. 6, 1865. In 
the year 1887 he secured a position 
in the beater room of the paper mill 
and has been working there ever 
since. 


—_—Oo— 


THOMAS BUTLER 


Thomas Butler of Roaring Spring, 
an employe of the D. M. Bare Paper 
Company, is another well known resi- 
dent of the borough who has been 
with the company for many years. 

He has been employed by the paper 
company for 52 years. He is a na- 
tive of Dry Gap where he was born 
Sept. 8, 1870. He was married to 
Roseanna Miller. 


—_O— 


S. B. LITSINGER 


Samuel B. Litsinger, an aged and 
widely known resident of Roaring 
Spring, and a retired employe of the 
D. M. Bare Paper Company, was born 
Dec. 16, 1852. 

Mr. Litsinger came _ to Roaring 
Spring when he was 18 years of age 
and has resided here ever since. He 
was an eye witness to both boiler ex. 
plosions at the paper mill. 

Mr. Litsinger was a stone mason 
and bricklayer by occupation, but for 
a number of years before retiring he 
worked in the box factory at the pa- 
per mill. 


/\\ 


FOS CLIX 





Left to right: David Gates and Wife, and Edward Butler and Wife. 

Mr. Gates has been employed by the D. M. Bare Paper company for 

50 years, and is today superintendent of the machine room. Mr. 

Butler is now retired after having been employed by the same com- 
pany as a machinist for 43 years. 
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AGED CITIZEN 





Mrs. Mary E. Hanley (1848-1936) 


Mrs. Mary Bassler, born April 17; 
1842 
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BARBERS, BUTCHER, DOCTOR, SALESMAN 





William Himes, Chas. Vanderau, Roy Green, Wm. Barnett, Dr. W. H. Robinson and C. D. Green. 

















VANDERAU BARBER SHOP 





Left to Right: Howard Fleck (butcher), C. E. Vanderau, David 
Mentzer, William Hurley, Sherwood Coppersmith and George Copper- 
smith. 
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MISS ROARING SPRING 





Mary Elizabeth Grounds 


’ 





RR ae Serpe ee ee 


MEMBERS OF THE QUEEN’S COURT 





Rebecca Dick 





Geraldine Over 
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MEMBERS OF THE QUEEN’S COURT 





Jean Miller 
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Marie Hileman 





Margaret Carper 








Scenes on Main Street, Roaring Spring, 





1935 
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Harker livery stable conducted at different times by John Adams, 
Andis (Pete) Ellis, and Andrew Snowberger, and located where the 
Dick Garage building now stands 


GUM L7O CAVL7O 





Spang Street Looking Toward ‘Five Points” 





Scene On South Main Street 








Park Avenue 
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Grist Mill Showing Water Wheel 


HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF 
ROARING SPRING 


By D. M. A. 


1731—Capt. Logan, a friend- 
ly Delaware Indian chief 
who lived near the present 
site of Tyrone, lost one of his 
eyes while engaged in battle 
with an unfriendly tribe. 

1734—The first white man to 
make a temporary home in 
Blair county was Frank 
Stephens. (History of Blair 
County, edited by T. S. Dav- 


is. 

1744 — Lazarus and James 
Lowery were licensed as In- 
dian traders. 

1750—tThe first settlement in 
the territory now embraced 
in Blair county, at Franks- 


town. 

1755—A colony of Tunkers, as 
they were called, entered the 
Cove through Loysburg Gap, 
settling in the southern por- 
tion of the county. 

1763—During the time  be- 
tween 1763 and 1775, Jacob 
Neff, Martin and Jacob Hou- 
ser and Christian Hoover set- 
tled in what is now Taylor 
township. 

1765—John Brumbaugh pro- 
cured a warrant dated 
March 14, 1765 for 1,500 


acres of land where Martins- 
burg now stands. He took 
possession on Sept. 7, 1792. 

1768—Adam and William Hol- 
liday settled where Holli- 
daysburg now stands. 

1770—The Lingenfelters, Ives, 
Nicholasses and Divelys set- 
tled near Sproul and Clays- 
burg. 

1777—A massacre occurred in 
which thirty settlers were 
killed. Daniel Ullery origin- 
ally owned the land where 
Roaring Spring now stands. 
He was the owner of the first 
mill. Jacob Neff was the 
miller. He shot an Indian 
near the site of this mill. 


Iron Works 
1716—First iron works in 
Pennsylvania erected in 
Philadelphia by Thomas 


Rutter. 
1809—First furnace within lim- 
its of Blair county erected at 
Mt. Etna. 
1810—Cove Forge built. 
1811—Allegheny furnace built. 
1815 — Springfield furnace 
built. 
1817—Rebecca furnace built. 
1828—Upper Maria forge 
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built. 
1830—Middle Maria forge 
built. 
18382—-Lower Maria forge 
built; Elizabeth furnace 
built. 
1838—Martha furnace (Mc- 


Kee) built. 

1843—Sara furnace, near 
Claysburg, and Martha fur- 
nace, afterwards called Gap 
furnace and forge built. 

1862—First Rodman furnace 
erected. 

1871—Second Rodman furnace 
erected. 

1877—McKee furnace rebuilt. 


Real Estate Transactions 
First: Edward Sanders secur- 
ed a warrant for a “Mill 
Seat” property Dec. 22, 1776. 
Second: Mr. Sanders sold the 
“Mill Seat” property to Dan- 
lel Ullery, March 16, 1780. 
Third: John Ulery sold part 
of his property inherited 
from his father to George B. 
Spang, March 22, 1821. 
Fourth: Job Mann bought the 
Job M. Spang property at 
sheriff sale for $17,000, Mar. 
20, 1863. | 
Vifth: Danie] Bane sra 
bought the Job Mann prop- 
erty for $17,556.87 Septem- 
ber 1, 1868. 


Turnpikes 
1830—Bedford and _ Franks- 
town, April 6. 
1835—Hollidaysburg and Bed- 


ford, April 10. 
1848—Morrisons Cove, April 
1 8 by 
1858—Duncansville, Newry 
and Leamersville, April 21. 
1868—Tyrone and Spruce 
Creek, April 4. 


Canals 
1831—First boat launched at 
Huntingdon. | 


1839-43—Old Reservoir built 
by Henry Patterson: financ- 
ed by George Smith, Pitts- 
burg. 

1882—Catfish Reservoir breast 
cut down by Track Foreman 
Gaten. 


Portage Railroad 
1834 — Opened for 
March 18. 
1835—Second track of Portage 
Railroad completed. Six 
passenger cars of eleven pas- 
senger capacity in regular 
service. 
1840—Began to haul sectional 
canal boats. 7 
1857—Pennsylvania Railroad 
closed New Portage Nov. 1. 


1905—Portage rebuilt. 


traffic, 


Plank Roads 
1850—Hollidaysburg and Bed- 
ford, April 26. 
1852—Hollidaysburg and AI- 
toona, April 5. 
1853 — Freedom and Sarah 
Furnace, April 15; Altoona 
and Clearfield, April 11. 


1857—Bell’s Mills, May 6. 


SUMMARY iii. 


Railroads 

1850 — Hollidaysburg branch 
completed Sept. 17. 

1868—Newry branch complet- 
ed Nov. 2. 

1871—Morrisons Cove branch 
completed to McKee May 1; 
to Henrietta Dec. 25. 

1872—Celebration commemor- 
ating the completion of the 
Morrisons Cove branch, May 
6 


1873—Ore Hill branch com- 
pleted; Williamsburg branch 
rompleted, October 13. 

1874—Soringfield branch com- 
pleted. 

1897—Clover 
completed. 

1900—Petersburg branch com- 
pleted. 

1910—Midland opened May 
29. | 


Creek branch 


The Postoffice 
1854—First postoffice (Spangs 
Mill) established in January. 
1868—D. M. Bare made post- 
master of Spangs Mill, Feb- 
ruary 26; name of postoffice 
changed to Roaring Spring, 
December 23 by Postmaster 
General Alexander W. Ran- 
ail, 
1884—-Domestic money order 
system established, July 21; 
Rudolph Hoover and Clem- 
ent Aiken first two to whom 
money orders were _ issued. 
Wattam Gill presented the 
first money order for pay- 
ment, August 7, same year. 
1893—Postoffice robbed. 


1901—Became third class of- 
fice, April 25; Rural free de- 
livery established, June 1; 
Government postal savings 
ea established, December 


1916—Postmaster R. E. Burket 
applied for village delivery. 

1917—Village delivery estab- 
lished, June 1; a double 
Daily Star Route established 
between Roaring Spring and 
New Enterprise, June 1; 
Daily Star route established 
between Hollidaysburg and 
Roaring Spring, July 1; Post- 
office robbed by man known 
as “Michigan Blackie,” Oc- 
tober of the same year. 

1926—Became second class of- 
fice, July sk; 

1930—Provided with an elec- 
trical canceling machine. 

193838—Mail plane crashed on 
Lock Mountain, mail resort- 
ed and repouched by Roar- 
ing Spring office, December 
12. 


1935—Location of office chang- 
ed to  Gorsuch building, 
Spang street, April 20. 

1937—Office designated “City 
Delivery Office,” March 1. 


Big Spring 
1863—Daniel Bare, Sr., and son 
purchased site from Job 
Mann. | 
1874—Arch. built. by. Jacos 
Rightnour. 
1876—Breast built by Henry 
Eckard and Jacob Bowser. 
1931—-Fountain erected by the 
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Rotary Club. 
1937—Bare Memorial fountain 
erected. 


Incorporation 

1887—October session of court 
petitioned for a_ charter; 
date of petition May 16; No- 
tice of application for bor- 
ough charter, Altoona Trib- 
une, issue of June 20; Peti- 
tion presented to Grand Jury 
June 22; Grand Jury grants 
petition, June 22; Court di- 
rected the petition be enter- 
ed, June 23; Court confirms 
the judgment of Grand Jury 
October 3; Certificate of in- 
corporation entered (fees 
and tax $5.00) Oct. 22. 


Rorough Council 
1888—First council organized 
in the office of J. M. Hite, 
March 1, 
19837—_Mr. H. G. Hair the only 
Surviving member. 


Board of Health 
1893—First Board of Health 
organized, August 11. 
1894—-Members all resigned in 
month of March. 
1897—Second board formed on 
Jan. 14. 
1907—State enacted laws gov- 


erning all such organiza- 
tions; epidemic of scarlet 
fever. 


1918—Enpidemic of influenza. 

1930—State enacts law regu- 
lating sale of milk, went into 
effect, Jan. 1. 


CHURCHES 
Methodist Episcopal 
1829—Roaring Spring became 
a part of the Williamsburg 
charge. 

1830—Organized at Rodman, 
known at that time as Mid- 
dle Maria Forge. 

1854—Became a part of Wood- 
bury charge. 

1867—Became a part of Mar- 
tinsburg charge; built first 
M. E. church in Roaring 
Spring. 

1886—Given a place in official 
title—Martinsburg and Roar- 
ing Spring charge. 

1889—Purchased ground 
where present church now 
stands. 

1890—Became a separate con- 
gregation. 

1893—Ground broken for new 
parsonage. 

1898—Ground broken for new 
structure, Feb. 10; Dedicat- 
ed present church, Nov. 29. 

1901—Sold first edifice to Men- 
nonites. 

1916—Remodeled present edi- 
fice ; rededicated present edi- 
fice, June 26. 


Lutheran 

1855—Plot of ground purchas- 
ed from George B. Spang, 
June 6. 

1856—Corner stone laid June 
27, of building near present 
depot by Newry charge. . 

1857—Spang’s Mill congrega- 
tion organized, July 4, build- 
ing dedicated July 5. 
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1865—Added to Martinsburg 
charge. 

1887—Cornerstone of present 
church laid, May 1 

1888—Dedicated March 25. 

1889—Became a separate con- 
gregation, April 7. 

1906—Building remodeled. 

1914—-Parsonage improved. 

1916—Building again remod- 
eled. 

1928—Large up-to-date annex 
erected. 


1929—Building  rededicated, 
Sept. 29. 
Church of God 


1872—Church organized; first 
edifice dedicated, Dec. 29. 
1873—Sunday school organiz- 


ed. - 
1881—-New structure dedicat- 
ed, February 6. 
1889—Destroyed by fire Feb. 
24; next building dedicated 
Dec. 1; Christian Endeavor 
organized, March 5. 
1895—Present parsonage erect- 


ed. 

1896—Ladies’ Aid organized, 
July 16. 

1903—Baptistry installed. 

1916—Main Sunday — school 
room enlarged and extensive 
repairs made; reopening ser- 
vice Oct. 29. 

1928—Decided to rebuild Dec. 
5; Dec. 23 set-anart as date 
for holding a White Gift ser- 
vice; a letter presented by 
Mrs. E. G. Bobb and signed 
by Mrs. Ella Bare Garver, 
Mrs. Anna Bare Eldon and 


Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Bobb, 
proffering sufficient money to 
erect a new building for re- 
ligious education for church 
and school and to remodel 
and beautify the Bethel 
proper; decided that the new 
building should be known as 
the Bare Memorial Church 
of God. 

19380—Bare Memorial church 
dedicated, April 6. 


Christ Reformed 
1902—-Aid society _ started, 
March 27: 
1904—Congregation formally 
organized June 2; new 
church dedicated June 5. 
1905—C. E. Society organized 
by Rev. Heffner, March 15. 
1906—Separated from Hickory 
Bottom charge, April 29. 
1909—Parsonage built. 
1913—Electric lights added. 
1916—No indebtedness. 
Me eae ome Visitor” start- 
ed. 


Church of the Brethren 
(Original Church) 
1878—Albright church built 
by the Clover Creek congre- 
gation. 

1898—Congregation organized 
under the name of Roaring 
Spring, May 14. 

1910—Privilege granted to the 
members living in the bor- 
ough to erect a house of wor- 
ship, Feb. 12. 

1919°—Decided to rebuild June 


Ts 
1922 —-Elder Kinsel, pastor, 
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raised $1,550.00 to defray 
the cost of rebuilding. 
1923—Rededicated, Sept. 30. 


Church of the Brethren 
(City Church) 
1910—New structure 62x66 ft. 

built at a cost of $9,000.00 
completed; dedicated Octo- 
ber 30. 
1911—Town church separated 
from the country church, 
Feb. 4. 
1918—Parsonage purchased. 


Mennonite 
1898—Decided to purchase 
present church building from 
the Methodists. 
1899—Purchased the present 
~church building from Metho- 
dists. 
1902—Separated from Mar- 
tinsburg district. 
1913—Herman Snyder ordain- 
ed. 7 
1916—Elder Abram Snyder, 
first minister, died Sept. 1. 
1917 Herman Snyder died. 
1931—Elder Jacob Snyder died 
April 2. 
1933—Interior of church de- 
stroyed by fire, Feb. 27; re- 
dedicated July 9. 


Schools 
1800—First English school in 
Morrisons Cove, taught by 
John Roach; school taught in 
a& private house near East 
Sharpsburg by John Fisher. 
1802—School house built near 


East Sharpsburg, known as 


Houser school. 

1830—Stone house, known as 
Dick school house, built. 

1830—Stone house for church 
and school purposes built at 
Rodman by Peter Shoenber- 
ger. 

1870—Frame house built near 
site of present school build- 
ing. 

1888—First meeting of those 
who launched R. S. schools, 
June 5; six-room building 
erected. 

1904—Third story added_ to 
six-room building. 

1908—High school changed to 
a three-years’ course. 

1910—New High School built. 

1919—High school changed to 
a four-years’ course. 

1932-33—-Community building 
erected. 

1935—Borough votes favorable 
to building new Junior-Sen- 
ior High school, Feb. 5. 

1936—Ground broken for new 
building, April 6. 

1937—New building accepted, 
June 7; new building dedi- 
cated, May 6. 


| Paper Mill 
1863—Daniel Bare, Sr., pur- 
chased the “Mill Site” prop- 
erty, Sept. 1. | 
1865—D. M. Bare paper mill 
~ erected. 
1866—Started to produce, Apr. 
1; paper mill destroyed by 
fire during month of Octo- 
ber. 7 
1867—Paper mill rebuilt and 


> 
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started March 1. 

1875—Cooking boiler explod- 
ed, partially destroying the 
building and injuring 10 men 
during the month of July; 
Isaac Bowers met death on 
railroad near Galesburg, 
Ill.; began to use linn and 
poplar wood. 

1876—Joseph K. Cass bought 
one-fourth interest in the pa- 
per mill and name was: 
changed to Morrison, Bare & 
Cass; John B. Sullivan kil.- 
ed, May 11. 

1878—Second paper machine 
installed. 

1880—Power boiler explosion, 
Dec. 12, causing the death 
of David McGee and the de- 
struction of proverty in the 
amount of $5,600.00; Morri- 
son, Bare & Cass built Ty- 


rone mill; abandoned use of . 


straw. 

1886—The firm of Morrison, 
Bare & Cass dissolved and 
nroperty divided; David R. 
Wike admitted as a member 
of the firm of D. M. Bare & 
Co. 

1892—-Third paper machine in- 
stalled. | 

1898—-Paper mill remodeled. 

1904—Steam plant rebuilt and 


McDonald Bleach Plant in-— 


stalled. 

1907—-The business was incor- 
porated under the laws of 
the State of Pennsylvania. 

1912—-Paper mill damaged by 
flood. 

1924——The paper mill rebuilt. 


The Blank Book Factory 

1886—Blank Book Factory 
erected. 

1887—Goods turned out and 
shipped by middle of the 
summer; destroyed by fire, 
sept. 9. 

1888—Factory rebuilt. 

1889—Factory putin opera- 
tion. 

1895—An additional three- 
story brick building erected. 

1900—Three-story structure of 
seen blue limestone erect- 
ed. 

1905 — Second 
building added. 

1914—A five-story brick ware- 
house added. 

1920—President of Blank Book 
Company, Dr. A. L. Garver, 
expired. 


three - story 


Planing Mull 
1887—Planing mill built. 
i888—Planing mill erected 
Park Hotel (Nason Hospi- 
tal) 

1897—-Planing mill sold to D. 
M. Bare & Company. 

ix98—William A. Feight pur- 
chased one-third interest; 
William A. Feight became 
manager. 

1903—Planing mill destroyed 
by fire, Sept. 21. 

1904—-Planing mill rebuilt. 

1906—John A. Shultz succeed- 
ed William A. Feight as 
manayer, April 14. 

.918—-Erastus Garver succeed- 
ed John A. Shultz as super- 
intendent, Dec. 31. 
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Grist Mill 
1863—D. M. Bare bought grist 
mill from Job M. Spang. 
1868—-D. M. Bare built present 
plant. 

1888—D. M. Bare rented plant 
to Akers, Galbraith & Co. 
1894-_K. A. Feight leased the 

plant. 
1906—George Mock and J. E. 
Hoover leased the plant. 


Foundry 
1869—Foundry built by Major 
Alexander Bobb. 
1871—Destroyed by fire. 
1876—Foundry rebuilt by Mr. 
Bobb. 
1898—_Mr. Bobb’s_ son James 
started to operate plant. 
1905—Plant bought by John I. 
Brown. 
1918—Plant bought by Lee 
Keith. 


1922—Elmer Keith purchases 
plant. 


Ice Plant 
1908—Ice plant built by Wil- 
liam Barnett and William 
Hoover. 
1911—Creamery and ice cream 
factory added to ice plant. 
1914—Mr. Barnett bought the 
interests of Mr. Hoover. 
1915—D. M. Bare purchased 
plant at assignee’s sale. 


1921—Plant purchased by 
Mack Smith. 
1924—-Plant purchased by 


Clarence Saylor, March 1. 
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Lighting System 
1892—Current for 
lights supplied 
Cook company. 
1917—Roaring Spring Light, 
Heat and Power Company 

incorporated. 

1922—R. 8S. L., H. & P. Co. ab- 
sorbed by Raystown Water 
Power Company. 

1923—Raystown Water Power 
Company taken over by P. C. 
E."and PP. '@oe Aug, 70 

1927—R. W. P. Co. name _ is 
changed to P. C. L. and P. 
Co. 


electric 
by Blank 


Water System 
1892—Ordinance No. 26 pass- 
ed, authorizing erection of 
water system, Aug. 1: vote 
taken at regular election re- 
sulting in 72 for and 48 
against system, Sept. 3; vote 
taken to increase borough in- 
debtedness, 61 for and 59 
against, Sept. 27. 
1893—Contract signed for Ja- 
cob Biddle stream, Oct. 29. 
1894—-Water conveyed into 
the borough. 
1896—Snowberger stream pur- 
chased, Jan. 25. 
1897—First land purchased, 
which was from P. S. Dun- 
can. 
1904—Second land purchased 
from John G. McGraw. 
1907—Hich pressure reservoit 
constructed on Bare farm. 
1908—Four acres purchased 
from L. L. Biddle, Sept. 26. 
1914—Land purchased from 
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John Woodcock. 
1936—Decided to enlarge main 
reservoir. 


1937—Enlarged reservoir com- 
pleted in month of March. 


Banks 
1902—Roaring Spring Bank es- 
tablished, Aug. 26. 
1923—First National Bank es- 
tablished. 





News Printing Company 

1931l—Organized by J. H. 
Claar; opened its doors for 
business, April 1; J. R. Bar- 
ley entered employ of com- 
pany, April 20; certificate of 
incorporation granted by 
state, June 9; stockholders 
held first meeting, June 23; 
by-laws adopted and approv- 
ed, June 23; directors hold 
first meeting, June 23. 

1932—-Samuel Levy becomes 
manager, Sept. 5. 

1938—J. R. Barley succeeded 
Samuel Levy as. manager, 
Jan. 21; D. M. Adams suc- 
ceeded J. R. Barley as man- 
ager, Nov. 17. 

1935—M .Guy Hartman pur- 
chased the interests of J. H. 
Claar, Feb. 25; M. Guy Hart- 
man succeeded J. H. Claar 
as president, Feb. 25; D. M. 
Adams named vice-president 

and secretary-treasurer, Feb. 


25. 


Publications 
1904—Roaring Spring Review, 


first Roaring Spring weekly 
paper, founded by C. M. 
Berkheimer, Nov. 11. 

1905 — Review discontinued 
and mailing permit canceled, 
May 26; Phalanx issued by 
C. M. Berkheimer, May 6; 
discontinued Nov. 1. 

1906—Mr. Amos Claar pur- 
chased the Review equip- 
ment, Nov. 22; first copy of 
Weekly News issued. 

1913—Amos Claar sold out to 
D. M. Bare, June 1, who 
leased the equipment to Is- 
aac Mock; last -copy of 
Weekly News issued, May 
29; Isaac Mock issued first 
copy of Roaring Spring News 
June 10. 

1914—R. D. and Harold Lorenz 
began the publication of The 
Roaring Spring News, July 1. 

1920—Roaring Spring News 
suspended. 

1924—Publication of the News 
resumed by C. E. Bollinger, 
June 1. 
1925—C. E. Bollinger purchas- 
ed the plant from D. M. 

* Bare and moved it to Holli- 
daysburg, June 15. 

1931—Jesse H. Claar organiz- 
ed News Printing Company, 
March 31; News Printing 
Company incorporated, June 
9. 


Cove News 
1931—Good News, a_ weekly 
distributed free to its read- 
ers, founded by J. H. Claar 
and edited by his brother, 


Amos Claar. 

1932—S. G. Levy of Bedford 
founded and edited The Cove 
News. 

19383—J. R. Barley assumed 
management of The Cove 
News, Jan. 21, Mr. Amos 
Claar again assuming the ed- 
itorship; D. M. Adams _be- 
came associate editor; D. M. 
Adams became editor, Aug. 
18, managing editor, Oct. 13, 
editor-in-chief and general 
manager, Nov. 24. 


P. S. McGee Dairy 
1917—Dairy established. 
1935 — Present pasteurizing 
plant erected. 


Friendship Fire Company 

1892 — Water conveyed to 
town. 

1894—_Dr. Raymond Plank or- 
ganized first fire company; 
Company purchased hose 
carriage from Altoona Fire 
Department. 

1896—Dr. Plank resigned as 
chief. 

1897—Joseph Spencer, chief, 
killed, May 81. 

1902—Company disbanded. 

1903—Council forms paid fire 
company. 

1906—Company disbanded. 
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1907—Council passed resolu- 
tion authorizing formation of 
company; Company organ- 
ized June 11; Big celebra- 
tion sponsored by the com- 
pany, July 4. 

1908—Big celebration sponsor- 
ed by the company, July 4: 
Firemen’s band organized. 

1924——Motorized fire truck 
purchased. 

1928—Larger truck purchased, 

1931—Large electric siren in- 
stalled; Company incorpor- 
ated. 


Nason Hospital 


1888—Building erected 
summer hotel. 

1896—Building purchased by, 
Dr. W. A. Nason, May 1, at 
which time he opened a pri- 
vate institution. 

1900—Chartered as a charita- 
ble institution, April 1; La- 
dies’ Hospital Association 
formed, April 9; Training 
school for nurses incorporat- 
ed, April 9. 

1901 — First appropriation 
granted by the state. 

1918—Miss Agnes Resch enter- 
ed World War services as a 
nurse, July 15. 

1919—Miss Agnes Resch went 
Overseas in Aug. 


for 
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The following editorials, etc., written by the editor of ‘‘The Cove News,’ and 
to whom the compiling and publication of the foregoing history of Roaring 
Spring must be credited, appeared in the Golden Anniversary Edition of that 
paper and are incorporated in this work in response to the request of many 
friends who desired to preserve them in a permanent form as originally written. 





0 


OUR HISTORY 








“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning 
thereof; and the patient in spirit is better than the 
proud of spirit.”’ 


* * * * 


WE know of no better way to express our thought and 
purposes in publishing this special Golden Anniversary edition 
than by making use of the simple philosophy couched in the 
above words of the world’s greatest and wisest king, for it 
must be accepted as an indisputable fact that if the final end 
of Roaring Spring is not better in every way than its beginning, 
Roaring Spring will have proven itself a dismal failure and a 
travesty on God’s laws governing society. 

Time in its resistless flight is winging us onward, and we 
do well as we arrive at the fiftieth milestone of our municipal 
career to pause for a time and review the past, having, of 
course, an eye on the future. 

Between these pages of The Cove News will be found a 
composite picture of the achievement of successive generations 
who labored to make the future of Roaring Spring better than 
the beginning. 

W hat has been accomplished typifies the immutable law of 
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change and the constant urge in humanity to press forward 
to a higher goal, limited only by their energy and perseverence. 


In the history of any town it will be noticed that each gen- 
eration of residents sets a standard for the succeeding one. 
Profiting by the examples and genius of their parents, worthy 
sons and daughters strive to surpass them, not only in the strug- 
gle for existence, but in their efforts to accomplish life’s ambi- 
tions. Being alert and progressive they labor to build their 
community on a solid moral and economic foundation, con- 
structed with a healthy regard for new ideas, new discoveries, 
and new concepts. 


In the history found within these pages we have tried to 
present the orderly development of Roaring Spring over a 
period of more than seventy-five years. This edition is in every 
sense historical. Doubtless some exceptions will be taken to 
minor facts, but the writer has labored to be exact, especially 
as to names of persons and places and dates of occurrences. 
Many historical works and pamphlets were carefully scrutin- 
ized in an effort to arrive at the facts, and we believe that these 
pages can be used as a dependable reference as to what took 
place in the early history of Roaring Spring, also as to the oc- 
currences of later years. 


We believe in Roaring Spring. We have faith in its lead- 
ers and in the Great Cove on whose borders it is located. 


In the words of one of our contemporary historians we say 
that Roaring Spring “is made up of people who have the spirit 
and determination of the pioneer and there is every reason 
why it is to be expected that still greater things can be accom- 
plished. We honor those who have shown us the way, but 
unless we follow through and build from the solid foundation 
which has been laid, we will not be worthy of the heritage 
which has been handed down to us. To fret over trivial ob- 
stacles is perfectly silly. If we do not have the grit, the vision 
and energy to carry on, we should make room for those who 
would be glad to shoulder the responsibility. There are those 
among us who are only too glad to live off the fruits of others, 
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but they are in the minority and we are happy that the ma- 
jority is not satisfied but wants to push forward. 


“The opportunity offered us now is a glorious one. There 
is so much to do, that red-blooded men and women should be 
thrilled by the conditions and events which challenge them. 
The time and the needs have drafted all of us and there is 
no age limit. We must clear away the wreckage of the de- 
pression and salvage those who have been its casualties. Above 
all else, we must strive to do our own thinking, and by orderly 
and humane methods solve our mutual problems.” 

Roaring Spring can justly be proud of its public institu- 
tions, its churches, schools, its public buildings and its indus- 
tries. Would to God we could include a public library and 
Young Men’s Christian Association rooms in this catalogue. 


In this special edition, there is something more than the 
record of mechanical skill and community growth and devel- 
opment. You have in it the expression of the implicit faith of 
The Cove News in the destiny of Roaring Spring, and of the 
‘unqualified determination of the writer, its editor, to promote 
its interests in every way possible. We believe in the willing- 
ness and ability of our local leaders to plan for the general wel- 
fare of not only the present but future generations. 

The duties devolving upon us in the preparation of this 
history have inspired us to serve our community in a greater 
measure than ever before. We pledge ourselves to the sup- 
port of everything that has for its objective a greater Roaring 
Spring and the advancement of the health, peace and pros- 
verity of its citizens. 
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CO-PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY SERVICE 





S citizens of the town in which we live, we may be inclined 

to think that each one of us is a law unto himself. This is 
a grave mistake. In the divine scheme of things, it is decreed 
that “no man liveth unto himself and no man dieth unto him- 
self.” This being true, we are co-workers, partners either in 
the progress and expansion of our town or in its general deteri- 
oration. As individuals, we are, in a measure, responsible for 
the existing social, moral, religious and civic condition of the 
town in which we live. Whatever be its status quo, we are 
partners in it. 

As individual units of a political entity, we, in the very. 
nature of the case, share each other’s joys and partake of each 
other’s sorrows. We are benefited by the success of others. 
We lose when others meet with adversity. If the industrialists, 
merchants, and business men of our town fail to prosper, it is 
possible to trace the reasons to various causes; and it is alto- 
gether likely that it will be found that we share the responsi- 
bility. In a general way the success or failure of the institu- 
tions of one’s town or community is reflected in the weal or 
woe of its private citizens. We ascend the scale to greater 
heights of prosperity when they succeed. We go down with 
them when despair or defeat is their portion. As individual 
citizens we are not insulated against the reaction of the suc- 
cess, or failures, of our fellow townsmen. We are a compo- 
nent part of the municipal whole. 

Family life has been developed on the basis of mutual 
helpfulness toward one another. As partners, helping each 
other, working for the happiness and best interests of all, each 
member of the family may uphold the family name so that it is 


%, 
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honored and respected. Likewise one member of the family by 
indiscretions may bring an otherwise good family name down 
into the mire, and every member of the family may suffer. 

The same is true of the town in which we live. As part- 
ners we own it. Its streets belong to us. Its parks, its schools, 
its churches are ours. They serve us. It is for our pleasure 
and welfare that they exist. How important then that we as- 
sume a proper attitude toward them, doing all we can to sup- 
port, improve and perpetuate them. They are indispensable 
to community life; just the same as home ties, home interests 
and home activities are indispensable to family life. 

Industrially speaking, capital supplies the financial re- 
sources to keep the wheels of our mills and factories turning. 
Labor supplies the bone and sinew. Both are necessary, and 
we are all partners, directly or indirectly, in our industrial en- 
terprises. Capital should be interested in the welfare of labor. 
Labor should be interested in the success and prosperity of 
capital. Both should devote a due portion of their time and 
energy to the advancement of the interests of the municipal 
family of which they are members. 

In short, as a town, we are a collection of individuals, each 
of which should find happiness in the peace, prosperity and 
felicity of all; and all should labor for, and glory in, the suc- 
cess and bliss of each. 
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ESSENTIALS OF AN IDEAL TOWN 





S important as they are, measured by the number and 

wealth of its people, its public buildings, churches and 
schools, our town is not necessarily an ideal town. An ideal 
town is determined by the character and quality of its people 
and the use to which it puts its buildings, churches and schools. 

How important then it is that every individual citizen does 
his or her part to maintain a high standard of municipal laws 
and ethics, bury forever his or her petit strifes and grievances, 
and labor together as one harmonious whole for the peace, pro- 
gress and mutual prosperity of the town in which we live. How 
important also it is that by-gones, in the fullest measure, be 
considered once and forever “by-gones” and that all questions, 
issues, projects and aspiring persons be considered solely upon 
their present merits instead of in the light of some old grudge, 
prejudice or animosity which had its birth in the past and which 
a real, typical, patriotic lady or gentleman would have cruci- 
fied and buried instead of nursing and fostering it in his or her 
heart. 

How important also it is that our public buildings, churches 
and schools be used solely for the purpose for which they were 
primarily built and to which they were solemnly dedicated. 

The real index to the social and moral status of any town 
is the use to which it puts its churches and schools. Show us 
a town where its churches are considered sacred and “none 
other than the house of God,” and its schools dedicated to the 
Christian education of youth, void of the “foldolderism” and 
“fandangleism” popular in many schools today, and we will 
show you a town with a minimum amount of parental worry 
and premature gray hairs. 


APPENDIX Vil. 


WHAT MEAN YE BY THESE STONES 





“When your children ask their fathers in time to 
come, What mean ye by these stones? ye shall an- 


swer them that the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord : 

and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the chil- 
dren of Israel forever.”’ 


% *% * * 

“In the midst of his multiplied duties and responsi- 
bilities Joshua exercised great care so as to properly perpetuate 
the memorial of God’s wonderful works performed in behalf 
of the people of which he was leader. 

We can think of no more appropriate time to give serious 
thought to what God has done by direct interposition and 
through human agencies for Roaring Spring than during the 
celebration of the fiftieth year of its corporate life. In this cir- 
cumstance in the life of the great Israelite leader and warrior, 
Joshua, we learn that we ought to keep in everlasting remem- 
brance that which God does for His people, and that means 
should be devised for the provision and preserving of a proper 
memorial of them. | 

No doubt that some of the Israelites, who under a special 
blessing of God safely passed over Jordon, were so thought- 
less, stupid, and so little affected with the great favor God 
conferred upon them that they felt no concern to have it re- 
membered; while others were so impressed with it, and were 
so grateful for it, that they thought that there was no need 
of erecting a special memorial in memory of it, as the heart and 
tongue of every Israelite in every age would be an active, liv- 
ing, moving monument in commemoration of it. But God 
thought otherwise. Knowing their tendencies to forget His 
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mercies and protecting care over them, He ordered an expedi- 
ient for the keeping of these in remembrance to all generations, 
so that those who for any reason or reasons failed to read of 
them in the records of the past might come to the knowledge 
of them by the memorial erected in honor to Him from whence 
they came. This, of course, would give occasion to the chil- 
dren of all generations to raise the question: ‘What mean 
ye by these stones (this monument) ?” and by this very ques- 
tion posterity would derive an immeasurable benefit. They, with 
their parents, would be given occasion to center their minds 
upon God, the source of all good, while His purposes would be 
incidentally accomplished. 


A part of the program for our Golden Anniversary should 
call for the recounting of the manifold blessings of God vouch- 
safed to the citizenry of Roaring Spring during the last half 
century. Can we enumerate the divine favors conferred upon 
this community since the birth of Methodism in the year of our 
Lord 1830 within the unfrescoed walls of the little stone church 
at Rodman? 


Can we vision the special interpositions of God in behalf 
of our fathers who on July 27, 1856, bowed the knee on the 
bare floors and raised their voices in glad hosannas in what 
since has become one of the largest apartment houses in our 
town? 

Can we recapitulate the heavenly gifts which have come 
to us since a band of united Christian soldiers on Dec. 29, 1872, 
made the walls of the Bethel on Poplar Street resound for the 
first time with Gospel song and stcry? 


Can we with our magnificent Junior-Senior High School 
edifice drive by the little one-story structure at the fork of the 
road south of our prosperous village and not raise the cry of 
the children of Israel: ‘‘What mean ye by these stones?” 

Is it possibie for us to stand upon some eminence and view 
the domes and spires of our churches, the belfry of our schools 
and the smoking stacks of our thriving industries and not be 
moved by the benevolence of Him who is not only the author 
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and finisher of our faith, but the real source of our religious, 
educational and industrial institutions? 

If we were to go to the cemetery on yonder hill, beholding 
it studded with marble slabs and granite shafts towering to- 
ward the skies, would we not be constrained to utter a cry 
from the deepest recesses of our hearts, ““What mean ye by 
these stones.” Ah, fellow citizens, they are monuments, erected 
not only in memory of those who sleep beneath the dust on 
which they stand, but as a memorial to Him who forsook them 
not in life and who in death was willing to escort them over 
Jordon. 

Yes, parades, pageants, games, sports, contests, pyrotech- 
nic displays, etc., have their essential and legitimate place in 
a Golden Jubilee, but they should not be permitted to crowd 
out proper and adequate demonstrations of heart-felt erati- 
tude to |(God who has figured more effectually than any human 
being in our fifty years of municipal history. 

On this our Golden Anniversary, let us erect a monument 
in honor to His name; if not on our streets, I pray then that it 
be inscribed on the fleshly tablets of our hearts. 
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WITH HEART AND POCKETBOOK 


EGINNING July 20, every citizen in Roaring Spring receiv- 
B ing an income will be given an opportunity to contribute to 
the fund necessary to defray the expense that will be incurred 
by the observance of the fiftieth anniversary of the incorpora- 
tion of our borough. 

The extent to which we take advantage of this opportunity 
by contributing generously or otherwise, will, in the nature of 
the case, be the measure of the civic pride and interest we take 
in the town in which we live. 

The principle of giving ‘‘as the Lord has prospered us” is 
as fundamentally sound in civics as it is in religion, and where 
the proper civic spirit exists will work equally as well in pro- 
viding funds for worthy municipal activities as it will in financ- 
ing ecclesiastical functions. 

It should be noted that the principle referred to is: “as the 
Lord HAS prospered us,” and not, “as the Lord IS prospering 
us,’’—past, and not present tense, it will be noted. We should 
view the matter in the light of a period of years and from the 
standpoint of our accumulated blessings and existing financial 
circumstances. 

John Smith may possibly be earning five dollars a day, all 
of which may be needed to keep the sheriff from selling his 
home or to pay his family doctor bill. Yes, he may be earning 
five dollars a day and at the same time remain in distress. 

Mr. Jones may be out of work, but at the same time out of 
debt, possessing a home free of all encumbrances, and, what is 
equally encouraging, a balance in the bank to his credit. 

Here is where the principle of contributing in accordance 
with the measure of our blessings in store comes into just and 
equitable play. | 

Aside from those living on charity (if there be such), we 
fully believe that there is not a person of mature age in Roar- 
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ing Spring who is unable to contribute to the making of our 
coming Golden Anniversary a decided success. As citizens of 
an organized borough, we constitute a municipal family, and 
each member of this family, whether rich or poor, employed 
or unemployed, should consider it not only his or her duty, but 
a privilege to contribute financially to the celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the year on which it sprang into being 
as a corporate entity. Loyalty and feasance to the family name, 
the proper regard for family ties, the force and weight of exist- 
ing common interests, the natural pride in one’s place of resi- 
dence, and the bonds of a united citizenship all conspire to 
make of us a compact domestic unit ready and eager to com- 
memorate the day on which the then comparatively small 
village was officially christened “Roaring Spring.” 

After the aforesaid solicitors have done their work and 
our Golden Anniversary has, like the founding of our town, be- 
come a matter of history, may it be said of each of us that we 
did our part in the year of our Lord 1937 properly to commemo- 
rate the fiftieth birthday of the prosperous and progressive 
town of which we have the honor of being citizens. When on 
the Centennial of our corporate existence our children and 
grandchildren shall consult the archives of the metropolis of 
Morrisons Cove, may they find inscribed therein our names 
listed with those who united in celebrating its Semi-Centennial 
with generous hearts, lavish hands, and open pocketbooks. 
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MORRISON COVE A CREDIT TO ROARING SPRING 





There may be a few city dwellers who are so comotose and unre- 
sponsive as to be inattentive to what is being told them concerning the 
rich treasures of Morrisons Cove. They can not see beyond the tread- 
mill of a city life which day by day relentlessly exacts a heavy toli of health 
and life while right here in Morrisons Cove is to be found most of life’s 
richest blessings stored away in the soil. Being raised in the Cove and 
having for a number of years during and immediately following the World 
War tilled its soil, the writer knows whereof he speaks. 

Morrisons Cove farms are not only easily tilled, but vield to the tiller 
an encouraging crop from the middle of May to the last of October. And 
Roaring Spring is glad to think of the fertile lands of the Cove in con- 
nection with her thriving industries. 

The acres of Morrisons Cove, if carefully and scientifically farmed. 
will net the farmer a handsome income, notwithstanding the fact that he 
is periodically fleeced by unfair and oppressive taxes, and profiteering mid- 
dlemen. May God speed the day when these industrious disciples of the 
plow will sell direct to the consumer and organize, if for no other reason, 
for their own protection. 

Roadside markets are proving a help to the farmer in many sections, 
and it is to the advantaye of city dwellers to patronize these markets, as 
by so doing they are able to secure desired vegetables and green goods 
so fresh that they sparkle with the morning dew. 

It should be borne in mind that among the chief attractisns which 
draw thousands of city dwellers and sightseers to Morrisons Cove is its 
perfect system of improved highways which form a veritable network of 
macadam and concrete ribbons through an enchanting agricultural  dis- 
trict unsurpassed in beauty and diversity of scenic grandeur. It is rapidly 
becoming a custom of Cove visitors to find as much pleasure in motoring 
through the rich farming districts of this section of the state for supplies 
as they find in some of our popular summer resorts. This fact is bound to 
help the farmer solve some of his marketing problems. 

Fruits and berries also yield abundantly in Morrisons Cove. It has 
become famous for its high quality, richly flavored apples. It is now also 
graced with one of the most modern canneries to be found in the state. 

The same ideal conditions which apply to the farmer equally apply 
to the poultryman. He is also beginning to find the consumer close at 
hand waiting for his products before they become stale or tainted by the 
generally slow marketing system of middlemen. 

Yes, Roaring Spring has many reasons to be proud of Morrisons Cove 
of which it is the metropolis. ; 


> 
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ROARING SPRING HAS MANY NATURAL ASSETS 





Roaring Spring is rich in natural assets. Most of them are the same 
now as they were fifty years ago when the town was organized. Others 
have been developed or have become more valuable because they are more 


widely known. 


As a town it is noted for being a healthful place to live. Abundant 
sunshine. Pure water and plenty of it. No better or more sparkling, cool 
spring to be found anywhere. Plenty of fishing and hunting in the adja- 
cent streams and on the bordering mountains. 


It is located in one of the most desirable farming districts in the state, 
and is blessed with a thriving papermill and blank book factory that not 
only withstood the recent depression, but continued operations to a marked 
degree during its entire period. 


Roaring Spring can be justly proud of its churches and schools. It 
has seven beautiful and well-equipped churches and the most modern High 
School building to be found in any town of its size. 


It also has the largest department store in southern Blair county, and 
a theatre that is patronized from far and near. 


Improved roads lead to and from it from almost every angle, making 
it not only accessible to all smaller towns, but to the eountyseat and the 
largest city in south central Pennsylvania. 


It has four incoming and four outgoing mails every twenty-four hours, 
and enjoys good transportation services in comparison with many other 
towns. 


It has admittedly the largest, most popular, and most widely-read 
weekly newspaper published in central Pennsylvania, It boasts of having 
the only weekly newspaper that, for the benefit of its advertisers, makes 
a sworn statement as to its actual circulation. 


All in all, Roaring Spring is one of the most desirable, convenient, 
and healthful places to live in this section of the state. 
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